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Creatures, | 8 profen 2 to the 


Conſideration of the Bujy, or, 
of the Voluptuous; it runs the 
Riſque of being put off to a 
more convenient Opporthfil 
And again, if it happens to be 

Eye of the 


G 
\ 
: 
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| Tudolent ; the very A ppearunce 
of Difficulties (conſtant Attend- 
ants of almoſt every Work / 
Importance, and public Con- 
cern, ) will Deter them from the 
Drudgery of Examining, whe. 
ther thoſe Difficulties may not 


be Removed; and when Re- 
moved, * — 4 the Labour, 
employed in getting rid of them, 
will not. be. re Þ with abun- 
dant I ntereſt, 


8 With "OR to killa will be 
found in the aft Part of the 
following Pages; 6 hoped, 
and believed, chat Candor will 

not 


PREFACE. vii 


not allow it to be Viewed i in 
the diſadyantageous s, and diſa- 
greeable Light of: A PRO- 
JECT; but only as an Eu- 
largement of an Inſtitution, 
which, from happ Experience 
of Seventy Years, and upward, 
continueth to engage the Eſteem, 

and the Support of many Well - 
diſpoſed, and Judicious | Chriſ- 
tians. 


Whether the Undertaking, 
which hath been carried on dur- 
ing the Series of Years juſt 


mentioned, be not Capable of 
being rendered more extenſive- 
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28 + Beneficial to the Community; 
= this is a Subject which is of- 
11 fered to the ſerious, retired 
1 Thoughts of thoſe, who (if the 
|S _ enſuing Treatiſe ſhall be thought 
Wl not Unworthy of their Regard,) 
1 may find themſelves Diſpoſed 
| to honcur it with their Arten-. 
tian, their ement, 
; their Patronage, © 
24 00 682 oh 
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Scripture Knowledg, 80 


TT is dk Cauſe f Praiſe, wal 
2 hanksgiving to * the Father of 
Lights,” from whom: every' good,” and 
per fecit Gift. cometh, that He hath 
been pleaſed to impart to us the 
ineſtimable Treaſure of the * holy 
Scriptures. In theſe divinely inſpired 
Writings it is revealed in the firſt 
Place, that Matter is not Eternal. 


AI the Beginning, Gov created the 
. and the 2 OR 


The Light of * gun bs Day, 
and of the Moon and Stars by Night, 
and the whole Creation, modified, 
and arranged in that exact, and beau- 

5 B - tiful 


* 


E 
tiful Order, in which it ſtands, are 
Effects of the infinite Power, Wit- 
dom, and Goodneſs of an Inviſible, 
Almighty, Eternal Agent. 


But, though the Air, the Water, 
and the Earth, had been furniſhed 


with Inhabitants adapted to each of 


theſe Elements; yet not one of the 
numerous Tribes of Animals had 


been endued with Powers, capable 
of reflecting, that the Homage of 


Adoration and Praiſe, is due to the 
divine Creator. | 


The Almighty therefore Willed 
another Creature into Exiſtence; 
formed him out of the Duff of the 
Ground ; icloathed bim with Shin ; 
Fenced bim with Bones and Sinews'; 
breathed into bis:Noftrils'* the Breath 
Lie; and thus dignified, and 

> diſtinguiſhed 


diſtinguiſhed him with an immate- 
rial Subſtance, capable of knowing, 
loving, and enjoying Him to all 
Eternity. He gave him alſo Domi- 
niom over the Fiſh of the Sea, and over 
the Fowl of the Air, and over the 
Cattle, and over all the Earth, and 

over every creeping Ae that * 

eib yon the Earth. | 


"W. * . ded n 1 
tween the Creator and * the Crea- 
N ture 


0 Man, as Chief of this lower World, is called 
by Way of Eminence, 5 Ales, © the Creation,” 
or, © the Creature.” Thus (Mark xvi. 15.) 
xnpiCats no Eni rxon T1 less, literally, preach 
re the Goſpel to all the Creatian,.to every (human) 
Creature. And (Col. i. 23.) the Goſpel is ſaid to 
have been Proclaimed, or, Preached, w ædey 15 
Allo 7h FIR: To 9 to all tbe Creation, to every 
chuman) Creature that is under Heaven. And in 
this Senſe, less ſeems plainly to have been uſed, 
Ram. viii. 19, 20, 21, 22. 
B 2 
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ture had been eſtabliſhed; it pleaſed 
Him, that Man fbould not be alone. 
He, who commanded Earth to be- 


come .Fleſh; and Bones, and to be 


formed into a Body of infinite Skill, 
and Harmony ; of exquiſite Beauty ; 
exact Proportion, and Strength ; He 


produced, out of this very Body, 


another Creature, who ſhould be 
Man's Partner in Life, and ſhould 


join with him in the pleaſant and 
comely Acts (P/al. cxlvii. 1.) of Praiſe 
and Thanksgiving to Him, in whom 


they lived, moved, and had their 
Being. | 


For this happy Pair, was provided 
a delightful Abode, called, the Gar- 
den of © Eden.” Here they lived in 
Holineſs; and, its Attendant, Hap- 


pineſs. Every thing that could de- 
light the Eye, that could pleaſe the 


Ear, 


BB 
Ear, that could excite Admiration 
and Praiſe, were before them. 
Variety of the moſt delicious Fruits 
was granted to them; with Reſerve 
of the Fruit of one pet Tree, 
as a 77% of their Obedience to the 
Will of the tine N TO 
ok 
Vain Curioſity will be img 
Conjectures concerning the Duration 


- 


of the Parents of the human Race 


in a State of Integrity. Some will 


3 lengthening; others will be ſhort- 


ening, as Fancy leads, the Time of 
their Continuance in Subjection to 
the Command of their Creator. 
Now, this is a Matter, which is Un- 
revealed; and, as ſuch, it doth not 


| belong to us. But it hath been Re- 
vealed, and it nearly concerns us to 


know, that there is a Race of intellec- 
: * EE. 


* 


tual Beings, prior to Man, called from 
their Office, © Angels,” or, © Meſſen- 
gers: and that Some of theſe kept 
not their fi Eftate. Falling from 

their Allegiance, they became, from 
Spirits of Light, Spirits of Darkneſs; 
and, through the righteous Judgment 
of their Almighty Sovereign, they were 


driven out of thoſe Manſions of Bliſs, 


which had been allotted to them. 
Here again, Imagination, (if not re- 


ſtrained,) will be asking ſuch Queſ- 


tions, as theſe : -— In which of the 


Heavens; or, in what Part of the 


Univerſe, was their Abode? — Was 


the Time of their Continuance in 
their fir ft Eſtate, of long, or of ſhort 
Duration ? Queſtions ! which can be 
productive of no other Diſcovery, 
than of the Weakneſs of the Que- 


riſt. Whatever was the Teft of their 


Fidelity; it ſeems clearly allowable 


to 
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to ſuppoſe, that their Apaſtay was 


5 e —Wbat was Remiſsneſs, al- 


moſt imperceptible in the Beginning, 
might terminate in Preſumption, and 


5 Obſtinacy. They might begin to be 


leſs. watghful over themſelves, leſs 
diligent in Attendance. on Duty; 
and employed i in contemplatiag, ad- 

miring, and confiding in the Excel- 


lence; the Strength, and the Extent; 


of their mental Powers. 


From r ted Ads of this fel 
_— Nature, Love of themſelves 
would be prevailing continually 
againſt the- Love of. Gop; till, at 
length, they would be {unk. iuto 
themſelves ; Sons of Pride, . 
e and. Miley. . T1963 DAD 


This 3 be the Caſe — cer-- 


tainly, with regard to ourſelves, The 
3 4 beſt 
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” beft Man living, if be began, ant 
eontinued- to deſpiſe ſmall Things, 
would fall by little and little; and, in 
* e un he! a Cas rawar. 


—— 


Fr rom whatever: Cauſe; as Dege- 
neracy of theſe Spirits from the ori- 
ginal Rectitude of their Nature, took 
its Beginning: it is certain, (r.) that 
their Deſtruction was from them- 

ſelves: and (a.) that their inceſſant 
Employment is to plot the Deſtruc- 
tion of Mankind. Their View of 
the Happineſs of human Nature, 
that is to ſay, of the Parents of the 
human Kind, would bring with it 
Increaſe of Torment: Every Arti- 
fice therefore muſt be tried to ſe- 
duce them to Diſobedience. Re- 
peated Defeats would not diſcourage 
the malignant Aſſailants from rene w- 
ng me Attack. Though hey 1% 
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| cham for # Seaſon ; yet, „ durkaz the 
Interval of Temptation, theſe direful 
| Confederates in Miſchief, would be 
contriving, how to apply it in ano- * 


ther Way, 255 more „ 1 
of eee 
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— found ſtanding near the Tree, 


whoſe» Fruit was forbidden. Her 
Thoughts might have been employed 
in Endeavours to be more fully ſa- 
tisfied, why Fruit of ſuch extraordi- 


nary Beauty ſhould” have been ex- 


cepted out of the General Grant. 
In de. midſt of this Intenſeneſs of 


Thought; the Tempter, transformed 


into the Appearance of an Angel of 
Ligbt, feigns, that he is ſent from 


Heaven to reſolve her Doubts. He 
enters into Converſation with her on 


on Subject; and asks a a Queſtion i in 
__ _ this 
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L 10 1 
this infnaring Manner. --- -Is it G6 
that Gon hath ſaid, Ye ſhall not eat 
of every Tree of the Garden ? Or, if 
without Interrogation, the Words 
will run thus It is true, that Gon 


hath ſaid, Ye ſball not eat if every 
Tree of the Garden. In the firſt Ac- 
ceptation, the Deceiver expreſſeth 
Surpriſe, that Go p ſhould create a 
Thing, for the Purpoſe of denying 
his Creature the Uſe of it? In the 
latter, he aſſerts, that Gon hath done 
this. He hath not allowed the free 


I: Enjoyment of every Tree of the Gar- 


den. In either way; the Woman 
haſtily anſwers; Me may eat of the 
Fruit of the Trees of the Garden: but 
of the Fruit of the Tree, which is in 
the midft of the Garden, Gon hath 
faid, Ye ſhall nut eat of it, neither 
fall ye touch it, lat ye die. 
105 | The 
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The * watchful Adverſary, availing 
himſelf. of this Recital, replies im- 
mediately, Ye ſhall not ſurely die. For 
Gon doth know, that, in the Day ye 
eat thereof, then your Eyes . ſpall be 
opened, and ye ſhall be, as Gods, know- 
ing Good, and Evil. He admits the 
Prohibition: | but peremptorily | de- 
nies the Penalty; „and at the ſame 
time, ſuggeſts, that Go, envying 
his Creatures the Increaſe of Know- 
ledge, to be acquired by partaking 
of the Fruit of 25h particular Tree, 
bath forbidden. them the Uſe of it. 
Ho is it poſſible then, (it is inſi- 
nuated) that Death ſhould be the 
certain Conſequence. of Eating it ? 
Here is Fruit, which gives. Delight 
to the Eye; which will gratify the 
Taſte; ** 0 which is deſirable, in 
"© An . of this S6tr of Watrchfoltefs 
occurs in 1 Kings xx. 32, 33. 


1 


the higheſt Degree, on account of 
its peculiar Virtue of imparting In- 
creaſe of Knowledge to the Mind. 


With theſe Allurements full in View, 


She continues with her Eyes fixed on 
the forbidden Object. She is will- 
ing to think, that She may have been 
miſtaken. --- Still She beholds 3 

— admires, — covets, — eats it, — and 
is Undone. — As a Sinner, She com- 


menceth Tempter. — In the End, her 


Blandiſhments, Intreaties, and Arti- 
fices prevail. She gave unto her Huſ- 
band with her, and be did eat. The 


Eyes of them both were opened. — 


Their Minds were filled with Guilt, 
Horror, and Confuſion.— Their Bo- 
dies were expoſed to Shame; and to 


the (hitherto) unknown, uneaſy Im- 
preſſions of the Air. In this State of 


Anguiſh, Miſery, and Trouble, they 
cover the mſelves with Fig-/eaves, 
- twiſted 
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twiſted together: and in the Cool of 
the Day, they hear the Voice of the 
Loxp God, approaching nearer, and 


calling unto them.— THE Diving PRE- 


SEN CE, once their unſpeakable Delight, 
is now their Dread. How are they 
fallen! They ſhudder at the Thought 
of preparing themſelves to meet their 
Gop! They run to a Thicket to hide 
themſelves from Him ! They are ſum- 
moned before THE GLory, They 
confeſs what they have done. But, 
ſee the Faſcination of Sin! The Man, 
inſtead of humbling himſelf before 


his offended Creator, transfers the 
Blame on the Woman; not without 


oblique Upbraiding Gop himſelf for 
having given her to be with bim. The 
Woman, with the ſame Blindneſs of 
Heart, lays the Blame on the Serpent, 


fo called by Anticipation.---Sentence 
| Is pronounced * the righteous Judge; 


the 
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the Loxp of Heaven and Earth. 
The & inſtrumental Cauſe of this 
deadly Miſchief is degraded into a 
Creature, the moſt odious, and ab- 
horred. Through Envy of the Devil, 
Sin, and its Wages, Death, entered 
into the World. e M oman, being 
deceived, was in the Tranſgreſſion. 
c The Seed of the Woman, ſtyled 
by the Evangelical Prophet, © the 
Son of the Virgin, by his Death, 
Jpould defiroy him, that had the Power 
.of Death, that is, the Devil. 


The Woman, in Sorrow ſhould 
bring forth Children; who alſo ſhould 
be born to Trouble, as naturally, as 


the Sparks fly upward. She was 
taken out of Man, and ordained to 


be an Help meet for bim: She became 
the Tempter of Man. He fball rule 


. 


* Exod, xxi, 28. 


IR — 


W 3 
over dee and unto him fhall her Defire 
be. The Man is adjudged to a Life 
of Labour. In the Sweat of his Face, 
he ſbould eat Bread, until he return 
unto the Ground, out of which he was 
taken. Thorns alſo, and Thiftles ſhould 

ir bring forth to him; and he An 
eat #he H. er of the Bae. 


Bleſſed be the Name of Jerovan, 
who, in the midſt of Judgment, with 
reſpect to the Parties tempted, re- 
membered Mercy | 


Now, there owe another. Tits in 
the Garden of Eden, called, The 
Tree of Life; unto which, had our 
firſt Parents continued in Innocence, 
free Acceſs would have been granted. 
But, fince the Fruit of the forbidden 
Tree had been Violated : the Fruit 
of that Tree, which had not been 
forbidden, 
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Tree of Life.“ 


their Nature became mortal. 
were drawing continually nearer 


tion to Reaſon. 


Imagination. 


Oe] 
forbidden, was Denied. From the 
Moment of their Tranſgreſſion, they 
had forfeited their Right to © the 


From that Moment, 
They 


and | nearer unto their Diſſolution. 


They were driven out of Paradiſe; 


every Side of which was defended by 


Cherubim, and a flaming Sword, to 


hoop the fs 7 the Tree of 9 


Behold the juſt Judge 4 Gop 
on lawleſs Liberty! Before the Tranſ- 
greſſion, Imagination was in Subjec- 
After the Tranf- 
greſſion, Reaſon became inſlaved to 
Puniſhment in kind is 
inflicted. By Imagination Man ſin- 
ned: by it he ſuffers. The Wan- 


n of * n ee the 
| Earth, 


E 
Farth, in n of nen and ; 
SOR it not. 
35 is to Fe birds; chat aſter 
abe Apoſtaſy of our firſt Parents, 
Mention is made of two Sorts of 
Covering of their Bodies. One of 
them was provided by themſeives: 
the Other was appointed by their 
offended Creator. It was the Will 
of God, that the Skins of - Beaſts 
ſhould be the Cloathing of thoſe, 
who were fallen from the Hiritual, 
and ſunk into the animal Life. 


þ 


This was the Divine Will, many © 


Ages before the Grant of animal 
Food was promulged. Were the 
Bodies of thoſe Beaſts, to be of no 
Uſe, whoſe Skins, were the Cloathj- 
ing of Adam, and his Fife? This 
appears highly improbable from' the 
following Paſſages, brought into one 

C View. 
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13 
View. Into Adam ulſo, and 10 Bir 
Wife, did the Loxgy Gon make Coats 
of Skins, and cloathed them. — Cain 
brought of the Fruit of the Ground, 
an Offering unto the Lon Dp. And 
Abel, he alſo brought of the Firftlings 
of bis Flock, and of the Fat thereof. 
And the Loxp had respect unto Abel, 
and to his Offering : but unto Cain, 
and to his Offering, He had not re- 


ſpe. — Of every Clean Beaft, thou 
ſhalt tale to thee by Seven tie 


Male, and his Female; and of Beafts, 
that are not Clean by two, the Male, 
and his Female. — Moab builded' an 
Altar unto the Logp, and took of every 
Clean Beaſt, and of every Clean Fowl, 
and offered Burnt-O Jerings on the 
Altar. 


Scripture-Hints, duly attended to, 


are Leſſons of important Inſtruction. 
It 


1 


It is true; we are not informed by 


the fir. cited Paſſage, what Uſe was 


made of the Bodies of the Beaſts, 


which were ſlain for the Purpoſe 
therein related. And, is it not 
equally true, that we do not learn 
from the fubheguent Paſſages, when, 
nor by whom, either the Sacrifice of 
Animals, or the Diſtinction of Clean, 


and Unclean Beaſts, took its Begin- 


ning? The Probability, that the 
Mode of religious Worſhip by Sacri- 


ce was not of Man's Device, is 
grounded (f.) on the plain Tntinia- 


tion, that Animals were ſlain, long 


before the Grant of animal Food 


was promulged: (2.) on the Accept- 
ance of the Offering, brought by 
Abel; and the Rejection of that, 


inch was brought by Cain: (z.) 


on the expreſs Mention made by 
Gop himſelf of Clean Beaſts, and of 
a _ Beaſts 


[ #o ] 
Beaſts that were not Clean: and (4.) 
on the Oblation of Clean Beaſts, and 
Clean Fowls by Moab, ſoon after his 
1 out of the Ark. 


The Oblation of Ace was ac- 
Mir ner not for any intrinſic Value 
in the things offered; but, as they 
were deſigned to S as Types, or 
Shadows of that One, All- ſufficient 
Sacrifice, Oblation, and Satisfaction, 
which, in the fulneſs of Time, ſhould 
be offered, once for all, for the Sins of 
the whole World: and alſo, as Em- 
blems of that Puniſhment, which 
was Due to the Offerer. Thus, 
_ Abel's Offering was more full; more 
EXP reſſive of Faith in, and Obedience 
to e than that, which was brought 
by Cain. The Oblation of the latter 
ſignified, that IxHOVAH is the Propri- 
etor of the Earth: that of the former, 

did 


8 


did this, and more. It was typical 


of the Sacrifice of the Death of Him, 
who ſhould bruiſe the Serpent's Head. 
And yet, Abel, for bringing his Ob- 


lation, and for having been accepted 


for the bringing of it, fell a Sacrifice 


to Envy. Is not Sin rightly named 


Folly? VYbhydid Cain flay his Brother ? 
Becauſe his own Deeds were evil, and 
bis Brother's righteous 2 Corrupt Na- 

ture is the ſame in all Ages. Thus, 
in the Day of CHRIS, the Chief 
Prieſts conſulted, that they might put 

Lazarus to Death. On 'what Ac- 
count? Becauſe that by reaſon of him, 
many of tbe Jews went away, and be- 


lieved on IRS S. Both theſe Per- 


ſons; one of them actually, the other 
intentionally, were killed by Man; 
notwithſtanding their having been 
ſo — favoured, and : — 5 
| op Gop! 


9 7 Yb Abel 


"I 


doin * * "FI OY ne" "CI ow bd. not *. " „ p 9 + * Ful 1 rn L * RM AY 9 
RRR 1 9 n ö n 2 . , 


ö 


F | l I TS ak... G þ _— 
Py I q 2 " 2 | \ ; n ” A 0 — 2 F . . 
D . e gre 2) AY SONS CER WS PELIOE 


Apr ARS ve IRE Ih 


| 
1 
+ 


11 
Abel ſtands at the Head of the 
noble Army of thoſe faithful Servants 
of the Loan of Glory, who, in every 
Age, have ſuffered Perſecution for 
Righteouſneſs ſake. 


It is obſervable, that the Fratricide 
was allowed to drag on a miſerable 
Life. -Gop thought fit to make him 


à living Monument of his righteous 
Vengeance. Whatever was the Mark, 
or Token, which was given to him, or 


ſet upon him, it was Declaratory of 


the Will of Jenovan, that Blood for 


Blood was not to be exacted of him, 
Excluded from the Privileges, and 
Bleſſings of civil, and religious Society, 
he fled into a diſtant Country. In 


this Land of © the Fugitive, or © Va- 


gabond,” Endeavours were uſed to 


give Eaſe to a rel Mind, by em- 


ploying his Thoughts in founding a 
| City; 


7 23 ] 
City; whizh:ho named «6 Enoch, C 
after the Name of his Son. 


Though not a fingle Perſon in 
the Line of Cain be recorded for 
Acts of Religion; nor the leaſt 
Mention be made of the Length of 
their Lives; yet the Sons of Lamech, 
the 5b in Deſcent from him, are 

ſpoken of in this Manner. One of 
them, Jabal, was the Father of fuch 
as dwell in Tents, and of ſuch as have 
Cattle. Fubal was the Father of all | 
ſuch as handle thoſe muſical Inſtru- 
ments, tranſlated, tbe Harp, 
Organ. And Tubal-Cain was an In- 
Pruftor of every  Artificer in n 
and n 


When Adam had Jrved an 8 
and thirty Years, and had ſuffered 
nd moſt grievous Loſs of one Son 
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by the murderous Hands of another 
of them; when he had ſeen the 
Murderer baniſhed from TR Divine 
Parsencs; and had experienced 
moſt bitterly the baneful- Effects of 
Sin; it is ſaid, that he Sega 4 Son 
in his own Likeneſs, after his Image, 
and called his Name, Seth. From 
Seth, the Subſtitute of Abel, unto 
Enoch incluſively, were fx Genera- 
tions. To the everlaſting Honour 
of this laſt- mentioned Perſon, it is 
Recorded, that he walked with Gop, 
and he was not, for Go D took Him. 
And in the Epiſtle to the Hebrews, 
it is written of him, that, by Faith, 
he was tranſlated, that he ſhould not 


fee Death, and was not found, becauſe 


God had tranſlated him: for before 


his Tranſlation, he had this Teftimony, 
that be pleaſed Gov. The Life of 


this holy Man of Gop was of much 
ſhorter 


IJ 

ſhorter Duration than any of the 
Deſoendents of Seth, unto Maß; in 
whoſe Days, Sin had diffuſed its 
darkening, bewitching, deadly In- 


fluence on the Inhabitants of the 


whole Earth. This Hei- of -t the 
Righteouſneſs, which is by Faith, this 
Preacher of Righteouſneſs, warned a 
careleſs World of the intended De- 


ſtruction by an Univerſal Deluge; 


and for having warned them of it, 
was s the Object of * Deriſian. ef 


Com pare the n 3 
M o/es gives of thoſe Giants in Wick- 
edneſs, (ſome of them were ſo, in 
Stature,) with that, which is given of 
them, and alſo of the Inhabitants of 
Sodom, and Gomorrah, and ef the 
Cities round about them, * Be Bleſſed, 
aud We dariaar.- 
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Gop Hooked upon the Earth, and 
bebold, it was corrupt; for all Fleſb 
had corrupted bis Way upon ibe 
Earth. And Gov ſaid unto Noah, 
The End of all Fleſh is tome before 
me; for the Earth is filled with Vio- 
lence through them; and bebold, I will 
defliroy them with the Earth. 


"As in the Days that were before 
the Flood; they were Eating, and 
Drinking, Marrying, and giving in 
Marriage, until the Day that Noah 
entered into the Ark, and knew not 
until the Flood came, and took them all 
away. Likewiſe alſo, as it was in the 
Days of Lot, They did eat, they drank; 
they bought, they fold, they planted, they 
builded : But the ſame Day, that Lot 
went out of Sodom, it rained Fire, and 
Brimſtone from Heaven, and deflroyed 
lam all. The Actions juſt recited 


are 


A 
are all of them, in themſelves, juſt, 
and commendable. They were not 
condemned for the Uſe, but for the 

Abuſe of them. Whether they ate, 
or drank, or whatſoever they did, 
they did all, to pleaſe themſelves. 
Of the Gop that made them, they were 
Unmindful. They ſpent their Days in 
Wealth. They ſaid unto Gop, “De- 
part from us; for we defire not the 
Knowledge of thy Ways. What is 
the Almighty, that we ſhould ſerve 


bim? And what Profit ſhould we 


have, if we pray unto him?” In a 
Word, they were © Voluptuaries.” 
Theſe things were written for our 
Admonition. Thrice happy they, 
8 wa. are duly admoniſhed by them! 


The Hiſtory of the An 
World, ſparing in Words, abundant 
in Matter, exhibits wn the Reſerve. 
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4 83 
of a ſingle Family,) the Picture of 
“Human Nature in Ruin.” It in- 


ſtructeth us in the Duty, the Wiſdom, 


and Happineſs of Serving Him, who 


is of purer Eyes than to behold Ini- 
quity ; who Willeth not the Death 


of a Sinner, and who/e Spirit, though 


He waits to be Gracious, yet . not 
always Strive _ Man. — 


De ame of the WW, icked Hall rot. 


— As the Whirkwind paſſerb, fo is 
#he Wicked no more. ben He, 
the Wicked | is about to fill his Belly; 
Go ſhall caſ the Fury of his Wraub 
upon bim; and ſhall rain it upon him, 
while be is eating. 


To have given a minute Detail of 


Events, might have amuſed ; but the 
Account, which the All- wiſe Author 


of Revelation hath vouchſafed to 
impart 


( 29 ] 
impart to us, is ſufficient for all 
the Purpoſes of Edification. They 
who are Unſatisfied with, and Unim- 
proved by * the Compendium, 
would have continued Unreformed 
by the Peruſal of ms e _ _— 


Volumes. 


in this Light may be Viewed what 
is written in the two laſt Verſes of 
the wentieth; and in the laſt Verſe 
of the twenty. fir ff Chapter of 8t Johns 
Goſpel. © Many other Signs truly dia 
Jzs8us in the Preſence of his Diſciples, 
which. are not written in this Book : 
But theſe are written, that Te might 
believe, that IR sus is the CHRIS x, 
the Son of Gon, and that believing, Ye 
might have Life through his Name. 
— There are alſo many other things, 
which JES Us did, the which, if "they 


ZR be written Every one, 1 ſuppoſe, 
2 that 


L403 
that the World itſelf could not & con- 
tain (or, comprehend) the Books, which 
Gould be written. — How could the 
World, which hated Crrisr, before it 
hated his Diſciples ; which receivetb 
Honour one of another, and not the 
Honour which cometh from Gon only; 
and which lieth in Wickedneſs, or, in 
the Wicked one, have given due Re- 
ception in their Hearts, and Minds, 
to the Books, in which every parti- 
cular Miracle, which JzsUs wrought, 
| thould have been Recorded? 655 


40 2 the 6 4 Tear e N 2 55 
1188 in the ono Month, the ſeven- 
teenib 
The . —*cComprehend, 
% Receive, Take,“ are applied metaphori- 
cally, to the Mind. And in this Senſe x», 
ſeems plainly to have been uſed in this Place; 


and vs in Mall. xix. 11, 12. And dat, in 
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teenth Day of the Month, the ſame 
Day were all the Fountains of the great 
Deep broken up, and the Windows" of 


Heaven were opened. — And 'in the 
| fie hundredth, and firft Year, on the 
ſecond Month, on the ſeven and ten- 
tieth Day 5 the Month: was the 


ous dried. 


— is a FR of e 
n than a Lear, in which /Voah, 


with every living thing with him, 
| continued in the Ark. Is it — 


dible, that there were Repoſitories 
in it of ſufficient Capacity not only 
for them, but alſo for their Food? 
— To this it is anſwered; He' that 
gave digeſtive Quality to the various 
Bodies of his Creatures; and nutri- 


tive Quality to their reſpective Ali- 


ment; and alſo, in the ordinary 


| CRT: of N ature, hath made „e- 


guent 
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WI 
guent Repetition of it; neteſſary to 
their Exiſtence; the ſame Almighty 
Creator, when He pleaſeth, and in 
4H the Degree, which He pleaſeth, can 
1 ſuſpend theſe Laws. This He hath 
done more than once. This we muſt 
believe, that He is able to do again: 
and this, it is fairly allowable to ſup- 
poſe, was done by Him, from the 
Day, in which Voah entered into 
the Ark, unto the Day, when he, and 
all that were with him, went out of 
it. He was commanded to take 
unto him of all Food, that is eaten, 
and to gather it to him: and the 
Food thus gathered was fufficient 
af Tor 2" _ oy rag 1 es — 


When it pleased Him, "bo 1 
rr the Water-Floods, and who 
; commandeth- the ſmall Rain, and tbe 
3 | great Rain of his Strength, that the 


E 


E 1 

Earth ſhould be rendered a tend 
time, a fit Habitation for Man, and 
for Beaſt; the firſt thing done by 
the devout Patriarch, when he was 
come out of the Ark, was to build 
an Altar unto IR Hovan, the Gop of 
his Salvation; and to offer upon it, 
Burnt-Offerings of every clean Beaſt, 
and of every clean Fowl. Theſe 
were accepted: and a Promiſe was 
given, that, while the Earth remain- 

eth, Seed- time, and Harveſt, and Cold, 
and Heat, and Summer, and Winter, 
and Day, and Wight ſhould not Teafe. 
Now commenced the Grant of ani- 
mal Food. The Law of Retaliation 
of Blood for Blood was promulged. 
The Rain-bow alſo was given for 4 
Token, that the Waters ſhould no 
more become a mw to _— all 
F leſh. 
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As to the Account, which is given 
of Noah having been overcome by 
the Fruit of the Vine, which he had 
planted; it is probable, that this was 
an Act involuntary. When two 
Ways of accounting for che Appear- 
ance of Impropriety of Conduct are 
before us; it is the Part of Candor 
to make Choice of that, which is free 
from Cenſure.—One of his Sons was 
ſo far Unmindful of 4a! Duty, as to 
deride the Condition of his Father; 
and to divulge it to his Brethren. 
But they, deteſting the Thought of 
2 being \ in ſueh Impiety, 
_ agreed immediately to perform an 
* | Act of becoming Regal to their 
aged Parent. 1 9g 


The Gord. Penman os toy 
enumerate the Generations of Jah "yy 
Ham, and Shem, efter their ae 
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1 
after their 7 anger, in their Lands, 
after their Nations. This is ſpoken 
by Anticipation. But we are not left 
at à Loſs to aecount for this Diſtribu- 


tion of Tongues unto the different 


Families of the three Sons of Mah. 
We are informed immediately; that 
Mankind, forgetful that it was the 


Will of the Creator, that they ſhould 


repleniſh the Earth, and ſubdue itz 
entered into Conſultation about the 
fitteſt Method to prevent their Diſ- 
perſion. — This was their Fooliſhnefs. 


The Tower, which they had in 
8 mi night have been the 


— Center 
If the Bricks, with which they deſigned to 


have built, reſembled Stone in Colour; and if 


the Intenſeneſs of the Action of Fire, would have 
increaſed their M uteneſs; the City, but eſpe» 
cially, the Tower, would have been Objects as 
conſpicuous, as the Art of Man, according to 


their Situation, could have rendered them. 


D 2 


1 
Center of Union at preſent; the City, 
and the Land of SHIN AR, with the 
circumjacent Countries, might have 
afforded them, for a time, Habita- 
tion, Food, and Paſturage; but what 
would have been the Condition of 


i e 3 


9 + ul Increaſe of People 
would have demanded proportional 
Increaſe of Territory. Colonies muſt 
have been ſent out, from time to 
time, in Queſt of new Countries; 
till in the End, they would have 
been obliged, for their on Preſer- 
vation, to have repleniſbed the Earth, 
and to have ſubdued it. — But it 
if pleaſed Gop to accelerate an Event, 
which, in-the nature of Things, muſt 
have been drawing continually, tho' 
ſlowly, toward Conclu ſion. FR al 
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255 hols Earth was of 0 p 


Lis, 


and of one Speech. Every articulate 


Sound, the common Token of the 


fame Thing, was pronounced in a 
manner ſo much the ſame, as to have 
rendered the Speech of every.pasti- 


cular Perſon, eaſily intelligible to an 
other Inhabitant of the World. 


did one, and the ſame Speech prevail 
in it. But, He, who made Man's 
Mouth, and had cauſed the Exchange 
of Thoughts, and the Buſineſs of So- 

ciety, to be tranſacted, through the 


Medium of an Univerſal Language, 
now breaketh this Language into 
Diverſity of Tongues; and diſtri- 
buteth them, according to the good 
Pleaſure of his Will, unto the re- 
1 Fee and Nations, of 


'D 3 the 


As « 
far as the Earth was inhabited, ſo far 


'f 26 ] 
the Deſcendents of Aue, Han, 5 
and * Shen, | 


S * Mt os 


From Arphaxad, the third 950 of 
Sbem, a 
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F ug eee Unto 
| # Tt doth not appear, either from Geneſis, 
Chap. x. or from any other Part of Holy Writ, 
that the Hebrew Language was excepted out of 
| the general Confu/ion of Speech; and that it was 
| aj preſerved from Peleg unto Abram. But, if any 
5 one cannot prevail with himſelf to take Leave of 
the Suppoſition, that this was ihe Language which 
q was ſpoken by * and that it was continued 
inviolate 
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Unto this laſt-mentioned Perſon it 
was Commanded by the One living, 
and true God, to depart out of his 
Country, and from Bis K indred, and 
from his Father's Houſe, unto a Land, 
that He would ſhew him. From 
this moſt renowned Patriarch, who 
was dignified by the eternal Foun 
tain of Roa, with the Title of 
- Abraham, te the Father of many 
Nations; and, which is far greater, 
with the Title of “ the Friend of 
Gov,” are ſprung ſo many as the Start 
of the Shy in multitude, and as the 
Sand, which is upon "the Sea-ſbore; 
innumerable. They are deſcended 
from that Moos = N Abra- 

bom, 
inviolate unte te Traddths x this WY: will 
claim the fame Right to abdund in his owt! Senſe 
a& to this Matter, which is claimed by his Neigh- 
bour, who thinks that de hath reaſon to diſſent 
. him. 
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NASIGEESE 1 ob en 


ban, who was by Prom iſe. Hence it 


is, that the Patriarch, reaſoned in 


the following Manner, when he had 
received Command from Gop to 

offer up this very Son for a Burnt- 
Offering. _ his Son was born to 
me, not in the ordinary Courſe of 
Nature, but by Promiſe, from the 
Gop of Truth, The ſame Divine, 
Almighty Power, which gave him to 
me figuratively from the Dead, is able 


to reſtore him to me literaliy from 


Death unto Life; and thus to fulfil 
the Promiſe, that in Iſaac ſhall my 
Seed be called. (He. xi. 19.) 


This great Exemplar of Faith in 

Gop; this Father of the Faithful, 
lived the Life, and died the Death 
of the Righteous, in a good old Age, 
an old Man, and full of Years. Unto 
Laac was renewed the Promiſe, that 
in | 


ar 3 : 
in his Seed, = the Nations of | the 
Earth ſhould be Bed. The ſame 
was confirmed unto Jacobs; who was 
honoured by Iænovan with the Name 
of © Iſrael. Of the twelve Sons 6 
born unto this Patriarch was one, 
whom he diſtinguiſhed with peculiar 
Marks of parental Affection. 5 
he became the Object of Envy. 
the Honeſty, and Simplicity of 1 
Heart, he related to his Brethren 
what had been imparted to him in 
Dreams, and Viſions: of the Night. 
Jealouſy ſharpened Invention. They 
interpreted immediately theſe Dreams 
in fayour of the Relator, againſt 
themſelves. —It happened, that the 
Unſuſpecting Father ſent him with a 
Meſſage of kind Inquiry after the 
Welfare of his Brethren. This Op- 
portunity was not to be loſt. They 
determined to diſpatch him. But, 
ng at 
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at the Perſuaſion of one of them, 
they forbore to imbrue their Hands 
in Blood. 'They fripped TFoſeph of 
bis Coat, his Coat" of many Colours, 
that was om Bim; and they caſt bim 
int a'Pie. The Looks, the Intrea- 
ties, the Cries of this amiable Youth, 
the Cries of their Brother, were in- 
effectual. After this, by the Advice 
of another of them, he was drawn 
out of the Pit, and was fold unto 


Merchant: men, who were paſſin; g by, 


and were carrying Spicery, and Balm, 
and Mytrh into Zg yþt.—They took 
the Coat of which they had ſtripped 
him, and dipped it in the Blood of a 
Kid of the Goats, to induce Belief 
(ard the Sight of it did cauſe the 
aged, afflicted” Father to believe, | 
that à wild Beaſt had devoured him. 
Foſeph, faith he, ir without Dowbr, 
rem in Fo Ahe Conttivers- of 
this 


1 43 J 
this cruel Deceit, were Eye, and 
Ear Witneſſes of the grie vous, bitter 
Anguiſh, which wrung the Heart of 
their diſtreſſed, diſconſolate Parent. 
They endeavoured indeed to comfort 


him: but Guilt, and Shame, forcing 


them to be Unnatural, inte them 
wn eee We 1% 


Je was a e into 


Aenne and ſold: unto Potiphar, Cap- 
tain of the Guard of bharnab; the 
common Title of the Kings of chat 
Country. The Modeſty, Pr 
Fidelity, and Diligence of the Bond. 
_ Servant, raiſed him high in the 
Eſteem of his. Maſter, A conſtant 
Senſe of the All- ſeeing Eye of Gon, 
and of the indiſpenſable Duty of 
Obedience to his Commands, | was 
his Shield againſt Temptation. It 


Ba the Preſervative of his Integrity; 
195 and 
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T 
and it brought down the Bleſſing of 
the Lonp, at all Times, and in all 
Places, on his men and Em- 
re a Bac 


———— haſty, raſh Credit given 
to falſe Accuſation, 'Fo/eph is caſt into 
Priſon: his Feet are burt with Fetters, 
be is laid in Iron. — But from this 


Depth of Infamy, he is exalted unto 


the Height of Honour. — # hen the 
time came, that his Gauſe was known; 
the King ſent, and delivered bim; the 
Prince of the People let him go free. 
He made him Lord alſo of his Houſe, 
and Ruler of all his Subſtance His 


his juſt Dealing, as the Noon-day. — 


He is made the happy Inftrument of 


faving alive, not only the Inhabitants 
of the Land of Egypt; but alſo of 
the neighbouring Nations; F who, 

e under 
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under the grievous Preſſure of Fa- 


mine, came thither to buy Corn for 


themſelves, and for their Houſholds. 
Among theſe, came & the Brethren 
of Foſeph ; and at laſt, the highly- 
honoured Father was brought thi- 
ther, to be ſuſtained, and nouriſhed 
by the beſt of Sons. Here the good, 
old Patriarch lived: here he, and = 

his _— died:” 


In Proceſs of time, a king of ano- 
ther Race aroſe, who knew not Joſeph; 


paid no Regard to the Memory of 


him, unto whoſe Wiſdom, and Pru- 


dence, under Go, it was owing, that 
Eg Pe had been eee from De- 


ſolation. 


* The whole y 0/6 0 from Genefis, (Chap. 


xxxvii. to the End of the Book,) is drawn from 
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human Nature, and from its intrinſic Force, Sim- 
plicity, and Beauty, evinceth, that it was written, 
under the Influence of the Author of Nature. 
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ſolation. The Policy, Oppreſſion, 


and Cruelty, exerciſed on the Chil- 
dren of 1/rae/, by the proud, avart- 


cious, hard-hearted Pharaoh, termi- 
nated in the Deſtruction of himſelf, 


and of Multitudes of his People. 
He that ordaineth his Arrows againſt 
the Perſecutors, avenged the Cauſe 
of his Oppreſſed. After the Inflic- 
tion of ten moſt grievous Plagues on 


the Land of Egypt, He brought forth 


his People with Foy, and his Choſen 
with Gladneſs. *©* But when the Op- 


Pr Hor s bad given them Leave to de- 


part, they added another fooliſh De- 


vice, and purſued them as Fugitives, 


whom they had intreated to be gone.” 
They purſſued after them, and over- 
zook them encamping by the Sea, The 
Children of 1/rael went into the midſt 
of the Sea upon the Dry Ground ; and 
the Waters were a Wall unto them 

on 


( 
en their Riglurband, and on kia 
Left, \ The Egyptians aſſaying 10 di 
this, were drowned. The Depths con 
vered them; they ſank into the Bottom 
68 a Stone. Tbey Verma at e into 


the e eum igect Ol 


4 Wha i is like: unto Ache 0 Ee 
van, amongſt the Gods? Who is like 
these, edis in blalineſ, 4 ee 

n doing Wonders? TU) 01 


Into the Wildernef they were 
brought: in the Wilderneſs they fo- 
journed: here they were fed mira · 
culouſly, during a Space of forty 
Years ; here they murmured, and 
complained : and here all that Ge- 
neration (with Exception of very _ 
P er _ *. | 
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From Mount Sinai they e 
the ten Words, or Commandments, 
written 
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written on two Tables of Stone? 
the Writing was the Writing of Gov, 


grauen upon the Tables. And all the 
other Statutes, and Judgments which 


were given them, were ordained as 
ſo many Bulwarks to hinder them 


from mingling with the Heathen, and 


learning their Works.“ They were 


a People, who were to dwell Alone; 


they were not to be reckoned among 
the Nations.” 


Before they went in to poſſeſs the 
promiſed Land, Moſes died ; and was 


ſucceeded by his Servant Foſbua; 
who fought the Battles of the Lox, 
and turned to flight the Armies of the 


Aliens. During the Life of this 11- 
luſtrious, Devout, this moſt ſignally 


ſucceſsful Captain, the Children of 


yu ſerved the Lc ORD; and like- 
wiſe, 


5 


| wile, | during the Lives of the Elders; | 
who outlived Bim, and who had knows 


all tht Works of the Lok, that He 
butt done for Tract. ' Bus when all 
that Generation were gathered uno 
their Pathers'; © there aroſe another 
Generution, which knew not the Lokp, 
1 Y be Works, which He bad 
done for Bern. Wey forfeok the Lov; 
an Served Baal, and Afhtaroth. 
And bir Auger was hot aguinſt Iſcruel; 
and He ſold them into the Hands of 
Spoilers, that ſpoiled them; and He 
fald them inta the Hands of their 
Enemies round about,” fo that "they 
could not any longer fand againſt 


their Enemies. Nevertheleſs (ſuch 


was the tender Compaſſion of IE Ho- 
van toward his moſt Unthankful, 
Unholy, Unmindful People,) that He 


heard their Groanings, and raiſed 
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E 
them up * Judges, who delivered 
them out of the Hands of thoſe, 
that ſpoiled them. But when the 
Judge was dead, the People cor- 
rupted themſelves more than their 
Fathers, in following other Gods to 
ſerve them, and to bow down to 
them. They ſoon: forgat bis Worbs; 
they waited not for bis Coumſel: They 
provoked him to Fealouſy with ſtrange 
Gods : with Abominations provoked 
they Him to Anger. . 


In this State of Sinning, and Repent- 
Ing, and 8 Ra. continued 
F rom 


2 1 Chap. xvii. to the Eod of the Book, 
the running Title is“ Judges * yet it is men- 
tioned repeatedly, that, when the memorable 
Events happened, which are Recorded in the 
five laſt Chapters, © there was no King,” chat is, 

no Ruler, or Judge in © Iſrael.” Theſe Chap- 

ters, with the Book, intitled, «© Ruth,” ſeem to 

to have been Inſerted, as an Appendix to the 
Book of Judges, | 


5 ] 
aca of J Ohne, 
i, Ehud, 
Shamgar, © | 
Deborah, and Barak, 
ee Gideon, | 2 
; Tos, * 5 
Idbzan, 
Elon, 
| Abdon, _ 
Samſon, 
5 that of Samuel. 
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LEES 


In the Days of the lafl-centioned 
X Magifttate, whoſe chief Study; and 
Delight were to promote the Honour 
of tlie Lox», his Gop, and the Wel- 
"mw of his People, they were ſo vain, 
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and fo ungrateful) 4s to take Occa- | 
fon, from the Ill-Government of 
the two Sons of Samuel, ¶ Joel, and 
Abiah,) to defire, that they might 


reſemble all the Nations, in having a 


King to rule over them. They ſor- 
gat, that their Form of Government 

excelled infinitely, that of every other 
Polity throughout the World. x- 
HOVAH, the Eternal, Almighty Lonxp 
of Heaven, and Earth, the King oſ 
Glory, had condeſcended to be called, 
their King ; He bud avouched then 

zo be his peculiar People, and to make 
them high alove all Nations, which 

He bath made. 


* 
? 4 41] 


N orwithſianding * Shia Dedla- 
ration made by Samuel, Concerning 
the Way. of | Government, which 
would be exerciſed by their King; 
the People perſiſted in 4 Requeſt; 

and 


1 % 4. 


and it was granted. Saul, of * 


Tribe of Benjamin, was anointed 70 
be Captain over the 1 nheritance of the 


Loesp. When he had reigned over 


them by the Space of forty Years ; 
he, and his three Sons, (Jonathan, 


Ae and Malchiſhua, ) died in 


the Field of Battle, fighting againſſ 
the Phil: Nines. H Javing been wounded 


by the Archers, and diſdaining to 
fall into the Hands gf the Enemy, 


he called ta his Armour-bearer to 
draw his Sword, and to kill him; 
which he refuling 1 to comply with, 
Saul took a UG) and tell en it. 


During his Reign, it had been de- 


clared unto: him, by the Mouth of 
Samuel, that, on account. of his Dif- 


obedience to the Word of 1 the Lozp, 


the Kingdom would be rent from 


bim, and given to a Neighbour of his, 


3: bat 
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1 
that was better than be. The Per- 
ſon, who, by Divine Deſignation, 


| ſucceeded him in the Throne, had 
been the Object of his Jealouſy, and 


Enyy.— The uninterrupted Series of 
Succeſs, which it pleaſed Jznovan, 
to grant unto David, in every one 


of his Expeditions, againſt the Ene- 
my; and particularly, the Eulogium, 
that Sau! had flain bis Thouſands, 


but David his ten Thouſands, rouſed 
Pride, and Indignation : and he eyed 


David from that Day, and forward. 


But he that was bated by Man, was 
beloved by his Gop. 


In H. . David reigned oer 


Juda ſeven Years, and fix Months ; 
and in Jeruſalem, he reigned thirty 
and three Years, over all Iſrael, 125 
Judah. | 


Ay 
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As to the moſt grievous Sins, 
which he committed; theſe ought 


never to be mentioned, without call- 


ing to Mind, his hearty Contrition, 
his Yeep Humiliation for them. 


With regard to the black, and com- 


plicated Guilt, in the Matter of 
Uriah, the Hittite ; View the Royal 
Penitent proceeding to the facred 
Place of public Devotion. — Behold 


him falling low on his Knees before 


the Footſtool of the King of Kings, 
and Loxp of Lords. — Hear him 


confeſſing, lamenting, abhorring his 


Iniquity. — Conſider him imploring, 
with the whole Force of a troubled, 
penitent, lowly Heart, Forgiveneſs : 
and then, be You the Judge, whe- 
ther our common Humanity hives 
allow You to vilify his Memory; 

dwell on his Sins, and wilfully, und 


| Ivey to forget his Repentance. — 
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4 was aft ied, he went aftray, —1t was 


called, in the Language of Holy I rit, 
ay Man, after Gon's own Heart :” 
and, (O! the es Compaſſian of 


5 

of * 

of 
EEE 
112 


167 


te It is Gop, that acquitted : who art 


thou, that condemneſt ?* '—Before he 


good far him, that he had been afftited. 
1 his Eſtimation, the Judgment 
of the: Lord are more to be defered 
than Gold ; yea, than much fine Gold; 


fwezrer allo chan Honey, and the Drop 
ping of the Honey-cambs.; They were 


better to him, than Thouſands of Gala, 
and Silver. Through every Scene 
of his Life, he abhorred Idols: he 


hated. them that held of ſuperſtitious 


V anities. He put his Truſt in the 


LozD-: and it was the Delight of 
his Heart, to ſpeal of all bis IA, orks, 
in the Gates of the Daughter of Zion. 
— As a conſtant Worſhipper of the 
One living, and true Gon, he is 
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Him, who knoweth whereof we are 
made, and remembereth that we are 
but Duſt!) as a not fiucere ia 
he did not forfeit this Title, By 
the divinely- inſpired Writings of © the 
ſweet Plalmiſt of 7/rae),” the Church 
of Gop continueth to be Edified. 
From him, according to the Fleſh, 
ſprang Mass IAH, the Fine, and 


Saviou r. 


| The Evening of the Life of this 
moſt ſucceſsful Captain; this illuſ- 
trious Prophet; this faithful Shep- 
herd, who was talen by JzHovan 
from following the Ewes great with- 
Young ones, to feed Facab, his People, 
and Tfrael, his Inheritance ; the Even- 
ing of the Life of this great King, 
like the clear, beautiful Shining 'of 
the Setting Sun, after the Clouds, and 
N * the Days Was Serene. The 
many 
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1 many grievous, and trying Afflictions, 
1 the various Conflicts, and Fatigues 
ff of Mind, and Body, which, in public, 
1 and domeſtic Life, he ſuſtained dur- 
= ing a Series of many Years ; and the 
1 immenſe Treaſure which he had De- 
voted to the Honour, and Service of 
Gov, being conſidered, it is ſaid of 
him, that Be died in a good old Ape, 
full of Days, Riches, and Honour. — 
And Solomon, bis Son, reigned in bis 
Head. 
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The Hiſtory of this Perſonage, ce- 
* lebrated for Wiſdom, Magnificence, 
=. and Riches, exhibits a very ſtriking 
| Inftance of the Truth of the Apoſtles 
=p Admonition, © Let him that thinketh 
= he ſtandeth, take heed leſt he fall.” 
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1 He was Kine over all Ifraul. He 
1 | reigned over all * from tbe 
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River, unto the Land of the Pbiliſtines, 
and unto the Border of Egypt: they 
brought Preſents, and ſerved Solomon 
all bs Days of his Life. 


The Force of that extraordinary 
Meaſureof Underſtanding, with which 


he was indued, began to diſplay itſelf 
in the Determination of a Cauſe, 
which afforded not the leaft Light 
from the Evidence of Witneffes. — 
One Party ftrongly affirmed ; the 
other Party, as ſtrongly denied a 
Fact. The King ſummoned human 
Nature. — The Cauſe was decided 
immediately. — Tender Feelings of 
the parental Heart bore Teftimony 
irreſiſtible, concerning the Mother of 
the Child, Al I/rael heard of 
the Judgment, which the King had 
Judged ; and they feared the King; 


1 65 
for they . that the Wiſdom of Gop | 


WAS in Bier, to do Judgment. 


His political KN was con- 
ſpicuous in the Peace, the Plenty, 
and Proſperity, which, through the 
Divine Rleſſing, he procured: for 
his Subjects. — The Devotion of bis 
Heart toward Gop was manifeſted 
by the Prayer, with which he prayed, 
at the Dedication of that moſt mag- 
nificent, and beautiful Edifice, © the 


Tem ple. 


The Fame of bs Wiſdom Was 
brought to the Queen of Sheba. 
She came to Jeruſalem with a very 
great Train: She came to prove him 
with hard Queſtions. Clearneſs of 
Anſwers to all thoſe Queſtions filled 
her Mind with Admiration. The 
Magnificence, and Elegance, the Re- 
gularity, 


[ 6e ! 

gulärity, and Vatiety, which were 
prefented to her View, excited her 
Aſtoniſhment. Fame, in the In- 
ſtance before us, deviated from her 
uſual Courſe, in the two following 
Particulars. Firſt, the Accdunt of 
the Acts, and of the Wiſdoth of 
King Solomon, far from having ex- 
ceeded the Bounds of Truth, fell far 
ſhort” of the Whole. Tze Baif of 
them was not vol Ber. De dm 
and "the Proſpirity of the Kin e 
ceeced the Fame, which She had beard. 
And ſecondly, it was a true Report 
which She” had" Heard. a Report; 
which, as far as it wentz was Un- 
mixed with * Circumſtwices,” 


But; as the faireſt Moriingy and 
ws brighteſt Noon, may be ſucceeded 
by Gloomineſs, Storms, and Tem- 
pon in | the * ſo the Glory 
; of 


[ 62 ] 


of the Reign of this great King was 
obſcured, and diſgraced by the Re- 


veye: of Wiſdom, _- 


When Balsan had been * Fw 
by the King of Moab to curſe Heel ; 
and when he had been baffled in 
every one of his wicked Attempts 
againſt the People of Gop; he was 
forced to cry out, How: ſhall 1 
curſe whom Gop hath. not curſed? 
Or, how ſhall I Def y?—Jz8ovar 
hath | not Deßed. And again, 
„ Surely there is no Inchantment 
againſt Jacob; neither is. there any 
Divination againſt rael. But Sin 
did that by Allurement; which 
could not be effected by the moſt 
malignant Efforts of Inchantment, 
jo Divination. . The People began to 

mmit W horedom with the Daughters 
of Moab. And they called the People 


uno 


e 
unto the Sacrifices of their Gods ; and 
the People did eat, and bowed down to 
their Gods. In the ſame manner, 

by Idolatrous Women, (ſome of them 

were of the ſame Nation, with thoſe, 
who had drawn I/ael to Sin in the 
Wilderneſs,) was the Heart of Solo- 
mon drawn away. He built an High 
Place for C bemoſb, the Abomination 
of Moab, in the H. ill that is. before 
Jeruſalem; and for M. olock, the Abo- 
mination of the Children of Ammon. 
And lilewiſæ did be for all his range 
Vives, which burned Incenſe, and ſa- 
crificed unto their Gods. But, not- 
withſtanding this moſt ſhameful, and 
lamentable Apoſtaſy; it pleaſed the 
moſt gracious Gop to give him Re- 
pentance. In conſequence of his 
Return to a right Mind; he hath 
left on Record his Tllimony; (the 
Refult of dear] * ght Experience, 
f that 
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( 6 1 
that he Bad fre all the abs Hat 
are done under the Sun: and bebold, 
all is Vanity, and Vexation of Spirit. 
* His Soul, as though it had taker 
Leave of all Things here below, is 
ce the Coheleth, ce the Preachereſs,” f 
She ſums up Her Diſcourſe 1 in this 
| Manner, —L et us hear the Coritlu fron 
P of the whole. Mater: Fear Gon, ; and 
keep "his C ommandmeni is : or, this 1. 
the hott Duty ty of Man. For Gov 
| Fall Bring every 1 rk into Ya Zo gent, 
with every fſecret- Thing, SAS it be 
Lord, e or” "whether 7 be evil. a th 3 ral < 
oa AM h 25 — 3 Ns lived o {to 
the oy of his Ways: yet, ſince he 
had brought Diſhonour to the Name 
of Jan, and had given Occaſion 
to the Enemy to ſpeak reproachfully: 
it Was N unto him. from, the 
e Losp, 


a 2 + YL 


we Se + 4 # 


1 See Peters on Ecclefiaſtes. 
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Lonxp, that He would rend the King- 


dom from bim, and would give it to 


his Servant ¶ Feroboam.). And yet, 
even this Decree admitted of the two 


following Mitigations. (i.) The 


Execution of it was deferred, till 
after his Deceaſe. And (2.) for 
David's ſake, and for Feruſalem's 
fake, which the LoD had cboſen; the 
Tribe of Judab, with that of Ben- 
jamin, was reſer ved uiito his Poſte- 
rity; and over _— twog'they con- 


i 


guilt 43+: 24 rio ve * 
1 A ihe\Death if) Slanen; the 
1/raelites were aſſembled to aſſiſt at 


the Coronation of Reboboam, - his 
| Son. At this ſolemn Meeting, Fero- 
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LA (who! had been ſent for, and 
called out of Egypt, with all the 
Congregation. of Vrael, petitioned 
| Rehoboam, that he would be pleaſed 


„„ 


* 


| ( 66 ] 
to eaſe them of certain Oppreſſions, 
under which, they tald him, they 
had laboured, in the Reign of his 
Father. They were commanded to 
depart for bree Days; and then to 
come again to him. Notwithſtand- 
ing the favourable Opportunity given 
unto Prudence by this Delay; his 
Anſwer was the Reſult. of Raſhes, 
and Inexperience. Through Joat- 
tention to the Advice: of the Old 
Men, who ſtood before his Father, 
with whom he firſt conſulted; and 
through the Preference which he 
gave to the Opinion of - the: Young 
Men, who were (grown up: with Bim, 
and who fload before him; the twelve 
Tribes became rent into two King- 
dom. The wiſe Obſervation made 
by the Father, A ſoft Anſwer 
turneth away Wrath, but grievous 
Words ſtir up Anger,” was neglected 
as 


1 6 1 
by the 8on; and the Penalty df this 
ſtrange Neglect, at once impolitic, 
and xnduriful, was 5 5 and 
We Ls of ten ee 5 


In that Sing, which ſands 
Diftinguithed by the Name of I- 
rael; new Ordinances of Religion 
were Inſtituted. Prieſts, not of the 
Sons of Levi, were made of the 
the loweſt of che People. And to 
cut off from the People the Oppor- 
tunity which would be given them 
of returning to the Allegiance of 
King Rehoboam, in caſe they went up 
to do Sacrifice in the Houſe of the 
LorD at \ Zerufalem.;. wretched, 
worldly \Policy ſuggeſted, that, it 
being inconſiſtent with the Safety of 
the King, and of the Kingdom, that 
the People ſhould go up to Feru- 
ſalem; two Calves of Gold ſhould 

. 0 be 


2 — 


1 686 
be ſet up, One of them in Bethel, the 
Other in Dan, ' Zeroboam ſaid unto 
the People, It :s too much for Yowu to 
go up to Jeruſalem. — Bebold, thy 
Gods, O Ijrael, which brought thee 
up out of the: Land of Egypt. — And 
this Thing became a Sin; for the Peo- 
| ple went to worſhip e the _ 
even unto Dan. 


* 
* 


2 KINGS or ISRAEL 


Jeroboam - — after a Ren of tuo and 

twenty Years, died; and 

Wias ſu oceeded by Fr adahb, 
his Son. | 


N ada when he had Fry 2 
Tears; waskilledby Baaſba, 
of tbe Houſe of Tſſachar, 

who ſmote all the Houſe of 

| Feroboam, and left not unto 


bim any that breathed, until 
he 


1 69 J 
be bad de Aaroyed him, ac- 
* "2M r . cording unto the Saying of 
In \ he Loxp, "which he [pake 
eier 5 his Servant, Abiſab, the 
1 0 Sbilnite - becauſe of the 
Sins of Feroboam, which 
be Bad frned,* and which 
en be AN - be mae Tel zo fin, 
* . 3 hit Provocution, where- 
eee "Bo provoked the Logp 
Wer 2 7; Gow of Heul 70 Anger. 
202 , S IIW A S ce 
Bake affe. 2 Reign of twenty- 
0 N Pour Tears, was ſucceeded 
>. ey Blab, 27 az: | 
vr IN? are) E &Y 
Elah ne % Mars; ; and as 
vs 00D ewes,” drinking himſelf 
iT inn Arun n Houſe of 
arts gs gan, | Steward of his 
Honſe in Tirzah, be was 
707070 Filled 
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\ killed e Jimri, Captain 
of half his Chariots, who 
Wha ag in bis. flead, and 
x _made utter Deſtruction of 
Y . the Houſe of bis Maſter. 
Zimari — = reigned Fong Days : and 
| Omri, and all Iſrael with 
im, befieged Tirzab. And 
uben Zimri ſaw, that the 
Wt Sie war talen; he went 
Into the Palace of the 
King's Houſe, and burned 
tze King's Houſe over him 
with Fire, and died. Aſter 
this; T/rael was divided 
po tuo Parties: balf ofthe 
People followed Tibni, and 


—_ 
* 
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Omri —-: aſcended the Throne: and 
| having reigned weve 

| Years, died in Samaria, 


wt 


Akab- - — his Son, and Succeſſor, 


Sue! reigned tuenty and two 


bas Pirars; and was killed at 
2211142. Ramorh<Gifead, fighting 
„ {\ 10 9 the Hyr ians. 


Altaziahi—fncereded hob his Fa- 
8363 LSV ther, and reigned two Years. 


Fn, bis Son, reigned in his 


00 ſtead wel de Years; and 
A e killed * Jeb. 
5 181009 | 


Jekn —5 om of the Lonp, 
2 ip was anointed King over 
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li and eight Vears:-and they 
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en 


. buri ed him in Samaria. 
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| Teboahas . a ſucgeeded "ay 
andreigned /eventeenYears; 


and was buried in _— 


* 


a | * 2 


Je hoaſh, 7 Sch at -  Feboabax, 

3 or. Icaſh reigned fieteer Years, and 

was buried in Samara, 
n with the Kings of 1/rae!. 
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Feb his Sous and Succeſſor, 
2:19 vols n forey and one Years. 


. 


# \Zcoltariah:=+-the; boni f Feroboarj , 


: ; 19 reigned; bver! / {{rael v4 


; Monti : and Shallum, the 
} Son of Fabeſh, conſpired 
[ T * and ſmote 
k * bim before the People, 


Gran b. n ſlew him, and reigned 


in his ſtead. 
Shallum 


ä 


eee eee a fl Month in 
bas” mic Samdria. 
Andi aid nt Bat g 


Menahem — 3 Son = Gadi. ſmote 
2, nb 1. )Shallum, in Samaria,| and 


ad. — — 218 ſlew him; and reigned i in 
N yo” >, ſtead, ten Years, in 


* 
* *. Ws 25S © a » * 


. way) . Yay e and BG with 


1 > ADD) T War 


Febakink—bi Son, — him in 


2 . the Throne; and reigned 
wah W 1 Years, V 12 2 * 
SNN 3 90 1E Son go EMAHAGD, à 

Capfain of his, conſpired 


AN v4 e a 
„ and ſmote 


b & wh against hit 
wt 2 80 e in — in the 
» Paiage the King's Houle, 


Dre FRY 28 * 


A eh We — and killed him, and 
A Ad reigned in h his room. 


And eV (ORG dr VG We 4 

»Fekah . — reigned men 2 Years: an 

Hoſbea, che Son of Zlab, 
made 
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him, and ſle him, and 
reigned i In his ſtead: 


10 196: N lens 


* e — : 
* Hofhea became his Ser- 
vans, and gavebimProfents. 
"OE tt Kin ing of Aria 
 fountICinſpiritey in Hoſhea: 
or be Bau, e 
10 So, King of Eg ypt, and 
"brought i Preſent to the 
King of Aſia, a: be bad 
done Year by Year : there- 
bt" King of Afpria 
Hus hint up, and bound 
bite in Prifor. — And he 
Went 8 10 Samaria, and 
it thrte Tears and 
e n 
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1 
1 5 
8 
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E 

zook it; and carried: Ifrazl tany into 
Aſpria, and placed them in Halah, 
and in Habor, by the River of Gozan, 
and in the Citieh of the 'Medes.+—Thus 
was 1frael carried away out ef their 
Into whatſoever Cities, and Coun- 
tries they were carried Capti ves; 
neither they, nor their Poſterity were 
had any more in nne 


With regard to the Kisgdem of 
Judab, the Succeſſion,” according to 
the expreſs] Promiſe of the Go of 
Truth, was continued 3 
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Amon, 3 1 ; 

a Joſiah, 21 01 bing. iW 
05 80 + — % , argu 
FEliakim, or jehdiahim, 
ol Jchoiachin, 1who was carried 
away ro- Babylon, bes and bis 
Mother, and the King's I ives, 


\ dard bis Officers, and the 
miodotia fl” Mighty 


* Notwithſtanding the ,Crvelty of Athaliah, 
the Grand-Daughter of Omri, King of Hrael, 
(2 Kings xi. 1.) the Succeſſion in the Family of 
David, was preſerved in the Perſon of Joaſb. 
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OE > 
Mighty of - the Land were 
carried from Feruſalem unto 
Babylon, , by Nebuchadnezzar 

| ; ng Hahn. Jo 


. Mattaniah, Fre they 2636 with 

or >Perters of Braſs, and 

| Zedckiah, carried him alſo to Ba- 
_- bylon. 


80 Judah was carried away. out of 
1 their Land. | 


At Bohl, according to the 


Command of Janovan, ene to 
them by the Mouth of Jeremiab, 


the Prophet, they built Houſes, and 


planted V ineyards.” In this State of 
Captivity, they continued, during a 
Space of Seventy Years, and then, 
through the Favour of Cyrus, King 


of Perſia, they returned unto their 


own Land; and began to rebuild the 


Houſe of the Loxp, in Jeruſalem. 
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As in the Days, when the Ark of 
the Lone was taken by the Phi- 
liftines; and was cada into the 
Houſe of Dagen, their God; Jano- 
val manifeſted forth his Glory ovet 
that Idol; fo, during the Abode of 
his People in a ſtrange Land, He 
made his Power to be known. At 
his Word, Fire forgat its Force, and 
Lions their Fierceneſs. — The three 
faithful Servants of the LORD of 
Heaven, and Earth, who refuſed to 
worſhip the golden. Image, which 
Webuchadnezzar had ſet up, walked 


VUnhurt in the midſt of a buraing, 


fiery Furnace. Another, regardleſs 
of the Decree of the ſame King, 
that every Man, who ſhould ak a Pe- 


zition of any Gov, or Man, for thirty 


Days, ſave of himſelf, ſhould be caſt 


into a Den of Lions, perſevered in 


the Worſhip of Jznovan, his Gon, 


three 


x 


LH © 
three times a Day. He put bis 
Truſt in Gon, and did not fear what 
Man could do unto him. The Edict 
was put in Execution againſt him: 
but the Effect of it was a Thing of 
nought. The Gop, whom he ſerved 
continually, had ſent his Angel, and 
that they ſhould not hurt him. By 
Command of the King, Daniel was 
talen up out of the Den; and his Ac- 
culers, with their Children, and their 
Hives, were thrown into it: and the 
Lions had. the. Maſtery. of them, and 
brake. all their Boxes in pieces, before 
they an e oY the Dea. 


In this Gund 1 of Nebuchad: 
neæaar, it was vouchſafed unto Da- 
niel, to interpret the King's Dream 
af the great Image, which ſtood be- 
fore him; and alſo, of the Stone, 

which 
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which was tut aut bf the Mountain, 
without (human) Hands: The Head 
of this Image was of fine Gold; his 


Breaſt, and his Arms of Silver; his 
Belly, and his Thighs of Braſs; his 


Legs of Iron, his Feet, part of Iron, 


and part of Clay. The Stone that 


ſmote the Image upon his Feet, be- 


came a great Mountain, and filled 


the whole Earth. The different 


Materials, of Which this Image 


was compoſed, are Emblems of the 
four great ſucceſſive Monarchies, or 
Empires of the World. The Stone, 


- which was cut out of the Mountain, 


without human Power, is an Emblem 


of Him, who muſt reign, till He hath 
put down all Rule, and all Kae, 


and Power. 


In the firſt Year of Darius, the 
_ it was Revealed alſo. unto 
” Daniel, 


Years, Gen. xxiii. 1. 


E 
Haniel, that, from the Going forth of 


he "Commandment to reflore, and io 
Build Ferauſalem, unto Mxss ian, the 


Prince, ſhould be four hundred,. and 
ninety Years, or, Seventy times Seven, 
propbetit Days + (each ſucb Day being 
accounted for a Year, (See Nu#nb. xiv. 
34. Exel. iv. 6.) Theſe Seventy 
Weeks of Years are & broken into 
the Numbers. Seven Sixty-mwo— 
and Oine.—Sixty-ninè of theſe Weeks 
were ended, that is to ſay, Four bun- 
arid an eigbiy- three Years were 


Elapſed; when, during the One re. 
 matning Mell, Mzsstan, the Prince, 


was Cut "off," but 'not for Himſelf, 
Le had done und Violence, neither was 
any Deceit in his Mouth. By his One 
Oblation of Himſelf once Fu for 

The Years of the Life of Sarah were an 
hundred: Years, and twenty Years, and ſeven 


TE 
Sin, and for Uncleanneſs, the End and 
Deſign of the legal Sac rifices were 
accompliſhed. Fre WN Nr Dans 


E £ 4 * 
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2 the Cay, and on the Sanctuary of 
Rr deluded People, who killed 
cc the Prince of Life,” Was agferred 
for ſeveral Years; yet that which 
had been Determined againſt, them, 
at laſt was vouxzn upon them. The 
People of the en, that ſhould 
come, did come; and took away 
both their Place, and Nation Hear 
the Mz $5148 himſelf weeping over | 
the. City, Devoted to Deſalation, and 
utter Deſtruction. —tlou ban 


known, even thous; at leaſt, in this 


thy Day; the Things, which belong unty 
thy Peace! but now they are hid from 


thine Eyes For the Days ſhall come 
upon thee, that thine Enemies e caſt 
4 


= 
& Trenth about thee; and compuſt tbes 
round, and keep thee in bn every Side, 
and ſhall lay thee even withrbs Grown, 
and thy Children within thee c and 
= ſhall not zende in tber one Stone 
another; "becauſe" ben bea, 
mor the Time "of rhy' * tation. nl 
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When the B 19 Empire had 
yielded to the Medo-Perfian ; when 
the Medo-Perfian Empire had been 
ſucceeded by the Macedonian, or, 
Grecian ; and when the Macedonian 
Empire (at firſt United under one 

Chief : and not long after his Death 
parcelled out by his four Captains, 
into four Kingdoms) had been ſub- 
dued by the Arms of Rome; and 
laſtly, when Rome, now become Im- 
perial, (but whether with Propriety, 
or Improgricty ſtyled « The Miſtreſs 
of the World,” is not now the Queſ- 
4 tion,) 
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at Peace with all the 


tion,) was 
World; in 
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David —There was no Room 
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was born at Bethlehem 


Peace, 
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City of 
for Jqſepb, and his Mother, in 
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Inn.—He was born in a Stable! He 


„ 


* 


© 


* 


was wrapped in Swaddling - Cloaths; 
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HE Circumſtances, . which at- 
| tended, the Infancy. of the 
Bleſſed and Holy Jz$vs, are related 
only by two of the Evangeliſts, St 
Matthew, and St Luke. By the 

former we are told, that Joſep ; tool 
the Young Child, and bit Mother, by 
Night, and departed, from Berblehem, 
into Eg yr. By the latter, it is ſaid, 
that, when the Days of Puriſcatim 
were accompliſbed, they. brought the 
Child, Issus, to. Feruſalem ; ; and that, 
from Jeruſalem, they went to Wa- 
2areth. The Account, which is 
given by St Matthew of the Time, 
Which Elapſed, between the Appear- 
dance of the luminous Body, called, 
G 3 8 


[i 86 J 
de A Star,“ to the Magi, (che signal 
of the Birth of © the King of the 
- YJews,” and the bloody Edict of Herod, 
and which hath no Connection with 
that, related by St Lube, ſheweth, 
that it was an Interval of wo Years, 
— After the Arrival of theſe Eaſtern 
| Sages, at Jeruſalem, who came to do 
Homage to the new-born Prince, 
Herod had inquired, and had ob- 
tained. of them, the exaci Time of 
the Appearance of the Star. And 
when he. found, that they did not 
Feturn, according to his expreſs De- 
Hre, to make their Report to him, 
concerning the Young Child; he 
iſſued The inhuman Ws * the 
Maſftere of all the Children, that were 
in "Bethlehem, and in all the Coaſts 
"thereof, frim tuo Years old, and un- 
i according to, the Time, that he 
4 ad di eu, ber, accurateh, 2 e 
2 


— * 
4 -& 


t  ] 
of the wiſe Men.” In the Interval 
of theſe two Years, 7 Jeph had quit- 
ted Nazareth, and had made Choice 
of Bethlehem, the City of David, for 
the Place of his Reſidence.” T his 
may be gathered from what is men- 
tioned by St Mattbew; that, when 
Herod was dead, 'Fofeph was wifned 
by an Angel of the Lox,” ts tale tha 
Dung Child, and his Mothir, and to 
go imo the Land of 1/rael ; and that, 
when he came tlüther, he did not 
take * the Road, whitth leads to Mu- 
gureth; but would have gone into 
Judæa, if he had not been appte- 
henſive, that Arebeluus, (who, he was 
told, reigned there,) might have in- 
bead che ervel DUNN of his 
3 Father: 
e nao From Pelafiim to Naupiih uus by 


Gans Arotus, Foppa, and ſo an by the Sea-Side 
till Van turn up to Narareib. Ses Nn an 
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Father. And it is to be Noted; that 
it was not, until he had been warned 
of Gov in a Dream, that he © turned 

5 aſide into the Parts of Galilee; ; and 
came, and dwelt in the. Gizy Failed 
wes « azareth,” 


He who took on him our N ature 
was nouriſhed, as the Prophet I/aiah 
foretold, that He ſhould be nouriſhed, 
with Food ſuited. ta the Infantile 
Sta te. He increaſed in M.: Tala, and 
Stature, and in Favour: with Go p, 
and Man. The Amiableneſfs of his 
whole Behaviour was the Joy, and 
Delight of all, who knew him. In 
Obedience to the Law: of the Loxn, 
his Parents went to Feru/alem, every 
Tear at the Feaft of the Paſcover, 
And when He. was twelve Years: old, 
| they went up to Jeruſalem, after the 
* of the "oy" And When * 
* 2 


1 50 1 
had fulfilled * the Days, as they rc. 
turned, the Child, Ixs us, tarried 
behind in Feruſaleth; and Joſe b, and 


bis: Mother, knew not of it. He went 


into the Temple, and in one of the 
Apartments, belonging to that Sa- 
cred Edifice, He found Doctors of 
the Law employed in the Buſineſs 
of giving, and receiving Edification. 
He ſits with them; and with Mo- 


deſty moſt engaging, He heareth 


them, and asketh them Queſtions. 
The Anſwers, which He returned 
to their Queſtions; and the Queſtions, 
which He propoſed to them, with 
Strength of Underſtanding, far ſur- 


paſſing his Years, filled them with 


Aſtoniſhment. In this happy Em- 
playment ; even during the Diſplay 
of Irradiations, with which the 
Sun, of Righteouſneſs” was to Ariſe, 
nd ns” in the Day of his Mani- 


feſtation 


= - 


1 40 JJ 
feftation unto ael, He was found, 
after three Days, by his anxious Pa- 
rents. His Stay at Feruſalem, with- 
out imparting to them the Reaſon of 
it; or, without asking their Leave 
for it; and alſo, his Anſwer to the 
Complaint, and Expoſtulation of his 
Mother, tend to evince, that, with 
regard to the Things, which con- 
cerned the End, and Deſign of his 
Coming into the World, He was not 
to be Directed by her. And when 
all the Paſſages ſhall be Preſented in 
one View, in which CIS r, and 
his Morber are mentioned together, 
they will exhibit Evidence, clear as 
the Light of the Noon- day Sun, that, 
Ixsus, as the Chais r, for infinitely 
wiſe Reaſons, paid no particular Re- 
gard unto, and refuſed to receive 
Direction from 7 80 . way bin” | 
But, 


ur 

But, though the Duty of -filial 
Obedience ceaſed, at the Time of his 
Appearance, as the Mrss1anz, yet it 
was continued, during a Sovieatief | 
eighteen Years, after his Return from 
Feruſalem, with his Parents, unto 
Nazareth. In this State of humble 
Privacy, the holy Jzsvs exhibited the 
moſt inſtructive Pattern of Humility, 
Induſtry, and of every Virtue. He 
who knew no Sin, paid ready Obe- 
dience to the Sentence of Gov 
on Man for Sin. In the Sweat of 
his Face, He condeſcended to eat 
his Bread; and, in this Manner, was 
pleaſed to put a Life of Idleneſs, and 
Diſhpation, to _ ame. ee 


And now the Ti ime was come, 
when the One remaining Week, 
foretold by Daniel, was running its 
Courſe; when ol a Voice was bear, 


7 * * * 
* 


1 


aq RACER * 


nent Degree, He * the Prophet of 
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of One crying in the Wilderneſs, * Re- 


pent Ye, for the Kingdom of Heaven 
is at hand.” This was that Elijah, 


who. was to come. This was He, 


who, in his Manner of Life, reſembled 


Elijah; who came in the Spirit, and 


Power of that eminent Prophet. He 
called the Lofty, Self-righteous, to 
deep Humiliation ; the broken, and 
con*rite in Heart, He raiſed to the 
zoyful Hope of Forgiveneſs: the ſub- 
tle Windings of the Hypocrite He 
made ftrait: and the rugged Per- 
verſeneſs of the Proud, and Obſti- 
nate, he made ſmooth. In this Senſe, 
'Vallies were raiſed, Mountains, and 
Hills were brought low, crooked 
Ways were made ftraight; and rough 
Ways were made ſmooth. It had 
been foretold of Him by his Father, 
# echarias, that He ſhould be called 
(and as he was called, ſo in an emi- 


the 
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the H igbefs. He went 8 the Face 
of the Lok p to prepare his Mays, to 


| give Knowledge of Salvation umto bis | 


People by the Remiſſion of their Sins, 
through the tender Mercy of our God; 
whereby © the Day. ſpring from on 
High hath viſited us ;—t0 give Light 
to them that fit in Darkneſs, and in 
the Shadow of Death; — to guide our 
Feet into the Her of Peace. : 

: "The Mode, by which the Fore- 
runner of the Mzs81an admitted;Dif- 
ciples into a State of Preparation/for | 


the Goſpel, was by Baptiſm. There 


went out unto him all the Land of 
Judaæa, and they of Feruſalem, and 


| were all baptixed of him in Jordans 


confeſſi "g their Sins. — And it came 
70 paſs in thoſe Days, that Ixs us came 


from Nazareth of Galilee, and was 


baptized. | of John in Jordan 5 and 


nt when | 
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when He was praying, the Heaven 
was opened; and the Holy Ghoſt de- 
ſcendad in a bodily Shape, like a Dove, 
upon him, and a Voice came from 
Heaven, which ſaid, « Thow art my 


Beloved Sen; in #hee- 1 am "well 
Fw”: 


It is to be chſerved, ood oY at 
the Baptiſm of IxsVUsS, this Saying, 
The Prayer of the Humble pierceth 
the Clouds,” received its eral Ac- 
compliſhment :' Iz.) that theFwruzn 
ſpake; the Son was ſpoken of; — 
and the Hof Grost koſceniled: 
(.) that the Form of Admiſſion into 
the Chriftian Church by Baptiſm, 
which was preſcribed by Cn arr 
himflf, runs equally in the Name of 
Theſe © Three; and Hand. Unat- 
terable by Man: and, (497 Henee it 
appears, that. the following Expreſ- 


ſions; 
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| Gong, « In the Beginning, Exon, 
He ereated the Heaven, and the Earth. 
— Lows, H,. ſaid, * Let ws. make 
Man in. our Image, after our Like- 
neſe —Jarigy an Bron aid, Bebald; - 
the Man is becoms as, One of us: 
And Jeroyan/aid, << Go to, Let Ut 
go down, and there. confourd': their 
Language,” were Deygned, to ex- 
kibit plain dotirontions of Plucality 
is the Divine Oy, 2 31997. Hor iH 

0 no 2 eh boot? evea] 3203 
a „ben He who Iban gin and 
came to fulfil all- Righteouſneſt Had 
been Baptized by Job, (vid, as he 
himſelf expreſſeth it, mas not uur 


te fac dum um 10 Lnligſa the 
Latchet of bit Sboes,) He wa by 


the Spirit inte. the Wildernefs; mn 
temptæd of 'the Devil. In the Wil- 
derneſs He continued ſorty Days, and 
bern Waben aſſaulted by every Sug+ 


ago geſtion, 
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geſtion, by every Allurement, whieli 


the whole Confederacy of apoſtatè 
Spirits could contrive againſt -hini. 
Theſe intonceiyably horrid; and abo. 
minable. Temptations; are not men- 
tioned in the Scripture of Teuth it 
is therefore no ey of 6ur Duty to 


be indulging Curiofity, by forming 


Conjectures concerning them. Butz 
when theſe Days of Tribulation, and 
Affliction were ended, we are told: 
that Iss us ſuffered the Senſation of 
Hunger, and that the Tempter ſug- 


geſted to him a Method of relieving 


it; which was, by his converting 
Stones into Bread; and this, -on the 
Suppoſition, that He was the 'Sori 
of Gob. A Suppoſition! which 
brought with it its ow certain Dil 
covery, (if any thing could have been 
wanted to make ſuch a Diſcovery,) 
ur "we * the Suggeſtion pro- 

:  *+ 


t * 


deeded. Doth the Son of God want 
to be adviſed? Would any of the 
Angels of Gop preſume to adviſe 
him? But with regard to the Temp- 
tation, it is anſwered; Why is the 
Food which was waited” to be con- 
fined to Bxtap ? The Almighty can 
make what Part of created Matter 
He pleaſeth, to become fit Nouriſh- 
ment for his Creatures. The Sup- 
port of ſeveral hundred thouſand 
People i in the Wilderneſs by Manna, 
for © forty Years together, clearly 
ſheweth, that Man doth not live by 
Bread Alone, but by any other thing, 
which proceedeth from the Com 
mand of Ou © e TO ILIPOEY! 


2 "> 4 SES 


Having ok defeated? in this Temp- p- 
tation; the Devil renews his Aſſault 
in this manner. Since the Party 
tem W quoted Scripture ; he him 
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| Gf hach Recourle to Seripture. 


Jesus i is placed on one of the Battle- 


ments of the Temple, and then is 
Urged to throw himſelf down, which, 
it is inſinuated, He might do, with 


the greateſt dafety; for, faith the 


Tempter, it is Written, He ſhall give 
his Angels Charge concerning tbee, and 


in their Hands they ſhall bear thee up, 
left at any time thou daſh thy Fact 


againſt. a. Stone. Here the —— 


Spirit moſt groſly peryerteth the 
Word of Gop, abuſing 1 it to the Pur- 
PSY of the Sin of Preſumption. 


When — a dig Means of Pre- 


ſervation are before us, and are neg· 


lected by us; it is raſh, and impious 
to expect, that the Providence of Gop 
will interpo ſe, in an extraordinary 


Manner, in our behalf. Thus, to 


ruſh; down a Precipioe; and to rely 
. lag ; on 


oo 


„ 

vn the Miniſtry of Angels for our 
Deliverance, would be to {in againft 
the expreſs Prohibition, contained in 
this Seripture, Thou ſhalt not 
wen che Lon 4 wi Gov,” 


To this ein Repulſe Meere“ a 
third Aſſault, attended with an Offer, 
which flattered the inſidious Aſſailant 
with Hope of Succeſs. The Prince 
of the Power of the Air decks him- 
ſelf with all the Glitter, and with all 
the Pomp, which the whole Force, 
and Pride of his Nature, could array 
him with. He appears, as on a 
Throne of State preſents a View of 
the Glare, and Splendor of the King- 
doms of this World in a Moment; 
and boaſts, that the Whole of this 
Power, and Grandeur; hath been de- 
livered unto him; and that, to whom- 
ſoever he will, he gives it: F there 
11% ͤ _ 
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fore, faith he to CHRIST, 2hο wilt 
fall down, and worſhip me « All ſhall 
be thine. Now the Pride of Lucifer, 
called in Scripture, ©. the God of 
this World,” is riſen to the Height, 
and ſwollen to the Full. Unto this 
moſt execrable, blaſphemous Falſ- 
hood, Jesvs anſwereth, Get thee 
hence, Satan: or, as it ſtands in 


St Luke's Goſpel, ©* Get thee behind 


me, Satan: for it is Written, © Thou 


ſhalt worſhip the Lox, thy Gop ; 
and Him only ſhalt thou ſerve.” __ 


The Word of Gop is ſtyled, © The 
Sword of the Spirit.” With this Wea- 
pon, the Enemy of Gop, and Man, 
who preſumed to wield it, was put to 


Flight, by. the Captain of our Salva- 


tion. With this Weapon, it is the 
Duty of every one to be armed, who 
shes under the Banner of CurisT. 


4 Again, 
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Again, it is to be Noted, that Jasus 
was led by the Spirit into the Milder 
net to be tempted of the Devil; but, 
in that moſt comprehenſive Form, 
called, The*Loxo's Prayer,” one 
of the Petitions is — © Lead us not 
into Temptation.” Every Infult, 
every Stratagem of the Spirits of 
Darkneſs was known unto, and de- 
teſted by the Second Adam. The 
Enemy had nothing in him. He was 
tempted in all Points, like as we are, 
yet without Sin. But, as to the frail 
Deſcendents of the Fir Adam; it 
is not ſo with them. The Defire of 
being Led int Temptation would be 
ſinful: and, if the Petition was to be 
granted; we ſhould find, that Weak- 
neſs, .Credulity, and Sloth, are no 
Match for Subtilty, Allurement, and 
Vigilance. 'Whatever Trials we may 
meet t with 1 in the Way of our Duty; 
1 | 1 3 Bs we 


102 1 
we muſt look up with an Eye of 
ſtedfaſt Faith i in Him, who will not 
ſulfer us to be tempted, above that ue 
are able to bear; but will, with tbe 
Temptation alſo, T0 us a May ta 
eſcape, that we may be able to bear it. 
But, we muſt not go out of .our Way 
to meet Temptation. We muſt not 
tempt the Lozp, our 'Gop, by put+ 
ting it to the mad Venture, whether 
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us from Difficulties, and Dangers of 
our own Seeking. Due Senſe of our 
own Frailty will be calling us to the 
Duty of praying to. Our Father, who 
it in Heaven; that, in the Hour of 
* emptation, He would not ſuffer us 
to be overcome by it; but that He 
would deliver us from Evil; or, from 
the Evil One; the Author of the Evil 
1 of Sin, and ſos its certain Wages, 
= the Evil of Puniſhment, © 
i" 99 2 ; When 


He will defend us in, and extricate 


- "7 
<<, RT 


E 
When the Days of Temptation 
were ended: when all be fiery Darts 
of the Devil had been thrown in 
vain: when the Howlings of wild 
Beafts, and all the Horrors of the 
deſolate Wilderneſs were to be heard, 
and ſeen no longer; the wicked 
Tempter departed from JIusus for a 
Seaſon + and 4 Angels came, and 
e unto Him. 


. Hail! bey C from 
the Wilderneſs unto. the Crofs, Con- 
queror by Sufferings | All Hall! In 
thy Majefty ride proſperouſſy, becauſe 
of Truth, and Meekneſs, and Righ- 
teouſneſs; and thy Right-hand ſhall 
teach thee terrible Things. Thou 
art red in thine Apparel; and thy 
Garments are like him, that treadeth- 
in the Wine: fat. Thou art cloathed 
"ol a Veſture, dipped in Blood. 

H 4 Thou 
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Thou haſt on thy Veſture, and on 
thy Thigh, a Name written, King 
of Kincs, ano Lozp or Lops. — 
All Kings ſhall fall downbefore Thee. 
All Nations ſhall do Thee Service.” 


And now the Fulgeſd of Time was 


come for the Manifeſtation of the 


promiſed Mes51ar unto 1/-ael. He 


was anointed to preach. the Go ofpel za 


the Poor. He was ſent to heal the 


Broken-hearted ; ta preach Deliver- ; 


ance unto the Captives; and recover- 
ing of. Sight to the Blind; to ſet at 
Liberty them that are Ban fed; to 


preach 1 the acceptable Year of the Loxp. 


When Jes us came to Wazareth, as 
bis Cuſtom was, H. e went into the 


Synagogue on the ky abbath. day, and 


food up to read. And there was de 
livered unto him the Book of Eſaias. 


And when He e bad opened the Book, 


He 


2 3 - * - 


a 8 
He found the Place, where the Words 


juſt cited are written; and when He 


| bad cigſed the Book; He began 10 ſap 


unto them, This Day is this Scripture 
fulfilled in your Ears.” And again, 


when John Baptiſt. fent tua of bis 
Di/ciples, ſaying, Art thou He that 


ſhould come, or lack we for another? 


His Words are theſe, i, Co Ye, and 


bew Jobn again theſe Things, ubicb 


Ye do See, and Hear, —The Blind re- 


ceive their Sight; and the Lame walk; 


the Lepers are cleanſed ; and the Deaf 


bear ; the Dead are raiſed up; and 
the Poor have the Goſpel preached unto 


them.. Beſides theſe Tokens, that Fr- 
SUS was the very Cart ; there are 
two others; ; of which, without Pre- 
ſumption, it may be ſaid, that they 
were intended to teſtify, that i in Him 
dwelt all the Pulneſs of the Gopus AD 
oy Theſe are, Cc Walking on the 8 

Sea; 


he N 4 


* * 4 \ 4 8 4 
4 "+ = _—_— _—_— Ta «' Fig « 4 8 ma 
ky | F * N Ng * * M . 2 r Aw, a»: may =, 2 0 "os _ 
s 2 "EY ee n — r R rere a 4 * 
* ** W * - ar FE \ 4 e 42A Wo." r 


ä 


1 
- * * -— 1 « * 
„ bp wth — . Aye es 
4 W 7 \ ad 
2. . » fa « * 3 TX... N - 4 a ? 7 . 4 
— * r r „ „ eng, + . 3 » 2 . — 4s C o 


D oa B# 
” 9 ? 
e 
F L507 ol it 
— 22 * my 


[ES 
bea; 3 ec Stilling E Tempeſt. P 
By the — of theſe Miracles; Jesus 
fulfilled in the Leiter, thus which 
was ſpoken by Job, and by the P/a- 
if, in the Figure. He trod upon 
the Waves of the Sea.” His Way 
was in the Sea, and his Paths in the 
great Waters. And by the ſecond; 
He diſplayed the ſame Inſtance of 
Divine Power, which is aſcribed by 
the Pm unto Jerovan ;—* He 
made the Storm a Calm, ſo that the 
Waves thereof v were _ 3 


on The whole Life, * Converſation 
of Jxsus, the Cttxrsr, was one con- 
tinued Series of Inſtruction; one 
continued Comment on his holy, and 
heavenly Doctrine. In Him Virtue 
became Imbodied. But the Philo 
fopher's Idea of ſuch Event was not 
e All Men were not at- 

| tracted 


E 6 
tracted with Eſteem, and Love of ity 
He came unto bis oum, and his' own 
received bim not, — Though his 
Doctrine dropped as 5 the Rain; tho 
his Speech diſtilled as the Dew, and 
as the Showers upon the Graſs; yet 

Many of his Hearers turned a deaf 
Ear to the Voice of this wache 
| e YO 347 


: The Aeli, which Jogos 
came. to eſtabliſh; in the Hearts of 
Men, i is the Religion of. Good Na- 
ture, in the fulleſt Extent, and 
Meaning of the Word. Her IWays 
are Ways of P Jeaſantneſs, and all ber 
Paths Peace. — She is a Tree of Life 
10 tbem that lay hold on ben; and 
happy? is e one . retaineth Ber. 
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res 
and down in the World, this is not 
the leaſt ; that Christianity makes its 
Profeſſors melancholie, and auſtere. 
—Now, Superſtition, F olly, and Diſ⸗ 
tem pers incident to Humanity, apart ; 


it may be referred to the calm, and 
ſerious Determination, even of thoſe, 
ho, through Iiaddertence; bring this 


ill Report on the Goſpel of "our" S 
vation, whether, of all Miſrepreſenta- 


tions, this be not one of the groſſeſt. 
In the Name of Nature; how is it 


Poffible, that the Religion, which 
ath for its Author, that Eternal, 
dene) Being, who is “ Love, 3 
who's © Happineſs,” and the Foun- 
tain of Happineſs to his Creatures, 


fhould be Gloomineſs, and Auſterity ? 


Nay, do not even the Tears of Re- 
pentance bear the ſtrongeſt Teſtimony 
to'the Wiſdom, and Happineſs of a 
religious Life? Vou are afflicted; 
DES 1 vou 


L gr |] 
You. mourn, and . weep: —Whyt 
Becauſe You have not been Religious; 
| becauſe, through Folly, Vou have 
forſaken the Fountain of living Ma- 
ters; and have hewn out to gourſelf 
Cifterns, broken Ciſterns that will hold 
0, Hater. — You have ſought for 
Happineſs, where GOD hath not 
placed it. Deeply ſenſible of your 
Error, You implore Forgiveneſs; You , 
implore, for CazisTt's'Sake,, that You 
may be reconciled to Him, in whoſe 
Favour is 'Life, and at whoſe Rigbt- 


band are P earth for evermore... 


But, FP +, the Divine 3 
id Finiſher of our Faith, came-1nto 
the World to reſtore Happineſs to 
Mankind; yet He himſelf was con- 
tented to be a Man of Sorrows, and 
acquainted with Grief; and to bear 
he Contradiction of Sinners againſt 
| himſelf. 
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| 527 The Foxes have Holes, and the 


Birds of the Air have Veſts ; but the 
Son of Man had not where to lay his 
Head. For our Sales He became 
Poor, that we, through bis Poverty; 
might be Rich. In this State of 
the loweſt Humiliation, Mz $s145; 


the Prince, made his public Appear- 


ance. In this State, He came to 


Vindicate human Nature from the 


Dominion of Sin and Satan: to re- 
ſtore the Image of Gop to the Souls 
of finful Men; and to redeem them 
from the Place of Torment; from 
the Place of V. ceping, and Wailing, 


ond Gnaſhing of Teeth; where their 
Worm dieth not, and ha Fire is not 


guenched. In a Word; the Chriſtian 
Religion, which is branched into 
the three great Duties of Piety toward 
Gop ; of *Righteou/neſs" toward our 
N + rag and of Sobriety toward 

8 Oiurſelves; 
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Ourſelves; was Inſtituted by the Aus 
thor of human Nature; conſequently, . 
muſt be adapted to relieve the Wants, 
and to promote the ene of the 
: human Kind. 


When the Son of Man had boat 
about doing Good ; healing all manner 
of Sickneſs, and all manner of Diſzaſe 
among the People; and all that were 
oppreſſed of the Devil; when He 
fad taught them by the pureſt Pre- 
cepts, and by the brighteſt Example; 
his Compaſſion toward them was not 
exhauſted ; He had yet infinite Lov- 
ing-Kindneſs, and Mercy in Store 
for them. He had yet to Die for 
them! Scarcely for a Righteous Man 
will one die : yet peradventure for 4 
Good Man ſome would even dare 10 
die. But, Gop commended his Love 
to us, in that While we were Det Sin- 
On | ners, 
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nets, CHRIST died for the Ungodly. 


Behold the Judge of Quick, and Dead, 


ſuffering Himſelf to be Judged ! (Mat. 


zhew, Chapters xxv, xxvi, xxvii.) 
Behold him mocked ; blindfolded ; 


ſcourged; ſpitted on; crowned with 
Thorns ; carried out; crucified, and 


flain! Was ever Sorrow, like unto his 
Sorrow ? Was ever Love, like unto 
his'Love? — Though He had done 10 
Evil, neither was *} jolence found in 


Bir Mouth ; yet it pleaſed the Lok. D 


10 bruiſe Him: and to cauſe the Ini- 
gquities of us all to meet on Him. By 
the Sacrifice of Himſelf once offered, 
He purgeth our Sins, and delivereth 


us (Bleſſed, for ever Bleſſed be his 
moſt holy Name!) from the bitter 
Paing of eternal Death. — On the 
third Day, He roſe from the Dead ; 


converſed with, ate and drank with 


= Diſciples, during forty Days, after 
his 
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his Reſurrection; aſcended, in their 
Sight, into Heaven; ſitteth at the 


Right-hand of Gop; and, according 


to his expreſs, and repeated Promiſe, 


the Hor Gnosr, | the Comronxmar, 


was ſent to plead his Cauſe, and to 
demonſtrate by the Evidence of Facts, 
chat Ins s of ' Nazareth, whom the 
Jeu took, and by wieked Hands 
'Cracified, and Slew, is Riſen from 


the Dead: conſequently, that He is 


the Mi E ss1As, who was foretold by 
Moſes, by the e and 70 the 
. on i il 

V's — 

ALLE 1. N Le us 1 in our ir Ping. 
the Man, who was born with Diſa- 


bility to enjoy the future Uſe of his 


Feet; and wWwho was laid daily at the 
4 Beautiful Gate of the Temple,” 


to ask Alms of them, that entered 
into the Temple. Let us hear two 


inn 0.) I | of 


T1 va 


[ a Y 

of the immediate Servants of CHRIST, 
addreſſing the Cripple in theſe Words, 
In the Name of Jz8&Us Carr of 
Nazareth, rife. ups; and walk.” — 
| Pebold him leaping ub ſtanding, and 
emering with +hem ino the Temple, 
walking, and leaping! and praifong 
Gop, (a.] Let us conſidet the State 
of a furious Zealot of Judaiſis a 
moſt bitter Enemy of ¶Hniſlianiiy. who 
was ſtopped . in the Midſt of his O 
kxaeex, ſurrounded hy a Light from 

Heaven, above the Brightoe on 4 
Jun at Noon- day; and hearin 
Voice, ſaying unto him, — * W 1 
perſecuteſt thou me. IIe i ſtruck 
blind for a Sœaſon; ang alterward, 
when reſtored to Sight, is Baptized 
into the Religion of Am f whom 
but very ſew Days beſorgs.heghad 
been one. of the moſi violent of Pes- 
Feng Let 16-0 thats this 


Con vert 


FE aus 1] 


Convert to the Cauſe of CHRIST, was 
endued with the Gift of Tongues; 
with the Gift of Miracles; and that 
he preached that Goſpel, which before 
He blaſpbemed. Let us conſider him 
deſpiſing all Dangers, and efleeming 
all Things but Droſe, and Dung, in 
Gompariſen of the Excellency F the 
Knowledge of CyrisT Jes us og LORD, 
(3+) Let our Thoughts be carried to 
the Condition of a Man, who had 
kept his Bed eight Vears, ſick of the 
Palſy; and who had no ſooner heard 
theſe Words ſpoken to him, Ins us 
CARISsH maketh thee Whole; ariſe, 
and make thy Bed; than he aroſe 
immediately. And (4) Let us think 
on the ſame Apoſtle, who, in the 
Name of his Loxy, and Maſter, had 
been the Inſtrument of imparting 
Health, and Strength to the juſt- 
en Paralytic, now ſent for to 
an 1 2 a 


' 280 
a neighbouring City, in behalf of a 
Diſciple: of Cnx15T, full of good 
Works, and Alms- deeds, who Sick- 
ened, and Died. —When this Servant 
of CRI T Inas us, the Lok p, was 
brought unto that Part of the Houſe, 
called The Upper Chamber, where 
the Corpfe was laid; he kneeled down, 
and prayed; and turning to the Body, 
faid, — ““ Ariſe.” And She opened 
Ber Eyes; and when She Jaw Peter, 
She fat up. And be gave her his 
Hand, and lifted her up: and when 
He bad called the Saints, and Widows, 
Be preſented her alive. Theſe fair 
Appeals to the human Underftand- 
ing, amidſt many others, which are 
contained in the Scriptures of Truth, 
concerning the ab/olute Certainty of 
the Reſurrection of * JesUs CRHRET 
from the Dead, and of his Aſcenſion 
into the "ey ve: Holies, © the 
Heaven 
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Heaven of Heavens,” there to appear 
in the Preſence of Go p for us, lie 
level to the Capacities of the Poor, 
and of the Rich; to the Capacities 
of the Learned, and of the Unlearned. 
They ſtand in need of no long, and 
laboured Deductions of Reaſon, of no 
long Chain of Arguments to prove, 
to every human Creature, who enjoys 
the right Uſe of his Faculties, and 
who is not wi/fully Blind, that the 
Goſpel of Ixsus Chxisr hath been ra- 
tified by the Gop of Truth: in other 
Words, that He, who cannot lie, hath 
Set to his Seal, that the Cruciſed 
IEs us of Nazareth, is naa and 
CHRIST, WL 


There ought not the leaſt Doubt 
to be made, but that, if Gop pleaſed, 
He could impart immediately from 
ima unto the Minds of every In- 

13 dividual 
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dividual throughout the human Crea- 
tion, a clear; and perfect Knowledge 
of this ſaſt Diſpenſation of his Grace 
unto the Children of Men. But, to 
believe that Gop can do this, is one 
Thing; and to believe, that He will 
do it, is another He doeth all Things 
in Number, Weight, and Meaſure; 
and when He hath afforded the Means 
toward the Accompliſhment of an 
End, it will be inquired of thoſe, to 
whom theſe Means have been com- 
mitted, whether a faithſul Uſe hath 
been made of them. Now, fince it 
is reaſonable to believe, that, if the 
Cbriſtian Religion was duly honoured, 
that is to ſay, was duly believed, and 
practiſed; this ſincere Belief, and Prac- 
tice, would prove, under the Bleſſing 
of Gov, the moſt natural, and direct 
Means toward cauſing the Sound of the 
(roſpel to be beard in all Lands, and 

ts 
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its Words untu tho Ends of the Earth; 
the following Sketch of the State of 


 Chriftianith may be ſufficient to ſhew; 


why it hath not pleaſed thp n 


to * it mann; 


a e are Aki bann 
el of Cunls r became Dif- 


tinguiſhed by the Names of tlie Euff- 
ern, and HW entern; or, the Greek; a ne 
Latin Church. Into each of theſe 
Churches, divers falſe Doctrines, and 


ſuperſtitious Practices were introduced 
from time to time, under different 


Diſguiſes, and Pretences. With re- 


card to the Greek Church; it hath 
lain for Ages, under the oppreſfive 


Hand of the Emperor of the Tiks.. 


At is how about three hundred and 
Fenty Years; ſince Conflantinople, ot 
New Rome, was won by Mohammed, 
ſurnamed, the Great.” At the 


9 


14 een 
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End of the Siege, which laſted ſome- 
thing more than fy Days, * Con- 
fantinus Palzologus, the laſt of the 
Greek Emperors, (was trodden to 
Death; and his Head was thruſt 
upon the Point of a Lance, and in 
great Deriſion carried about; firſt in 
the Camp; and afterward,” up and 
down the City,” After the taking 
of this renowned Metropolis; the 
proud, exulting Conqueror gave not 
the leaſt Attention to gain a Victory 
far more glorious: c the Conqueſt 
of biraſelf 1 


When he Led meds das 8 
Epteance, he feaſted his Generals, and 
great Officers of State, for ſeveral 
Days together and at each Feaſt, 
he — own a and the Hes 

Kuolles's General Hiſtory of the Turks, P. 947 ' 
* bogs. 5 
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ofi hip Gueſts, - with Carnage. He 
commanded ſome of the Chief Ghrif 
tian Captives, Men, and Women, to 
be e in, n e ous 
_— d dif 


re rom akin kk 106 — 
unto this Day, the Greek Chriſtians 
are reduced to the Ignominy of pur- 
chaſing the Liberty of exerciſing their 
Religion by Payment of Yearly; Tri- 
bute. But, though the Greek Church 
in general hath lain thus long under 
the Dominion of the haughty Otto- 
man, or, Othman; yet there is one 

Part of it, which is free from this 
Bondage. Here indeed we might 
have hoped to have found Freedom 
from Superſtition; and that the Pro- 
greſs of CHRISTIAN KNOWLADOR had 
kept at leaſt, equal Pace with that of 
Arts, and Sciences. . Would to Gop, 
11579 bas 80 Bl 
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this had been the Caſe! But, The 
Account of the Rites, and Ceremonies 
of the Greek Church in Nuſſia, lately 
* Publiſhed, ſhews the Contrary. It 
exhibits many affecting Proofs of the 
_ diſmal Havock committed on the 
pure, undefiled Religion of JESUS 
Curtstr by the Inventions of Men. 
The firſt Inſtance of vain Man's pre- 
fuming to be Wiſe above what is writ- 
ten, ſhall be taken from Non-attention 
to a Text, ſo plain, that he wwho runs 
may read it. It is this: — There is 
One Meuiator between God, and Men, 
17 — neo 3 10 uy; 


4 ce des a be bad Dif 
Honey to conceive, that Jzsv3/is the 
—— Omnipotent, Everlaſting 
Are at the as 3 the 
| Mediator 
By Jobn Glen King," D. b. n 177. 
+ Rites and Ceremanies, P. 7. 
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Mediator 3 that Almighty 
Being, and Mankind; that is, be- 
tween Himſelf, and Miinkiad' and 
thence they fell into the Notion w 
other money wa and Mediators.” 


Here we have 40 Willow of V Man 
ſetting itſelf in Oppoſition to the 
Wiſdom of Gov ; and vainly reject- 
ing what his finite Capacity is, and 
mult be Unable to comprehend. But 
what faith the "Wiſdom, "which 18 
Divine? It teacheth, and it requireth 
it to be Believed, on the Word of 
Him, who cannot lie, that Gop was 
manifeſted in the'Flefh : that, Gov 
was, in CHRIST, reconciling the World 
unto Himſelf: that, ar God, for 
CunsT's Sake, forgave us; ſo alfe; 
ſpould we : that, CRIST is the Image 
of the Imvifitle Gop: and that, # 


[ x24 ] 
Him dwelleth all the Fulnefs of « the 
GO DREZAD bodily. 


It was fabled of the Idols of the 
Heathens, that their reſpective Dæ- 
mons dwelt in them, and gave Ora- 
cles out of them. This was Verified 
in Issus, the CHRIST. He is IM- 
MANUEL, Gop wita Us. He 
took on Him our Nature: and in 
this Nature, He died for our Sins; 
 and:rofe again for our Juſtification, 
He was carried up into Heaven. He 
ever lveth to make Interceſſion for us. 


From the myſterious Union of the 
Divine, and Human Nature, in the 
Perſon of Cuxisr, is derived the in- 
finite Merit of the One Mediator be- 
tween Go p, and Men, the Man, 
CurisT JESUS, He it our Peace. 


He 
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He ever broeth to make 1 nerceſſun 
for 1s. 


When Weakneſs prom 1 Men 
to eſteem it a Mark of Wiſdom to 
follow their own Imagination; and 
to negle the expreſs Declaration of 
the Word of Gov, concerning the 
Mediatorial Office of Carisr Ixsus; 
what was the Conſequence ? Why, 
they alſo, with the Gentiles, muſt 
have their Dii medioxumi; to whom 
they are paying what, through the 
Power of Fancy, they call, Se- 
condary Worſhip.” — Thus, Xx © 0 
LoxD, rebuke us not in thine Indig- 
nation: —give us the Remainder of 
this Day, and Reſidue of our Life, 
Peace, and Deliverance from Sin, 


through the Interceſſion of the holy 
5 Mother of 3 and of all Saints. 


Fo 
Page 61. 


87 ng 
4 - TE * 
ö 7 . 1 * AE" 
1 _ "% o 


„ 

Again, * 4 Hail! O Bleſſed Virgin 
Thou who art called, © The Moun- 
tain of Gop: ”__Hail, thou that art 
the Bridge, which connects the World 
to Gon, and conducteth the Dead to 
everlaſting Life. In the Hymn to 

bt Diomſius, are theſe Words: — 
5% Thou, O holy Dionyſus, che 
Diſciple of Camyr, having mentally 
entered into the inmoſt Darkneſs of 
inacceſſible Light, and having there 
beheld the dine Secrets, didſt clearly 
ſhew to us on Earth, the Orders. of 
the heavenly Angels.” And again, 
in the ſame Hymn, it is ſaid, The 
holy A paſtle, Paul, having taken 
thee, as it were, with the Hook. of 
Grace, While he preached the Words 
of Wiſdom to the People, made thee 
2 Spectator of unſpeakable Things; ; 
. that thou wert a choſen Veſ- 
ſel: 


* ; ' 


= Pg 105, _$ Page 67. 


( non } 
fel; wich him therefore, O moſh elo- 
quent Dionyſus; pray for thoſe, ho 
ſing thy Praiſes, with Lore. Thus 
confounding  Diany/ius, . the Aren- 
agite, with a Man, who, under the 
aflumed Name of this Dioryfaup wrote 
a Treatiſe goncerning The Celeſtial 
 Hiezzreby.*—lo.. the Office of Ma- 
trimpnial Coronation, the Prieſt con 
chugenghe dervise "wich thefe Words: 

0 ho, by his Preſencꝶ in 
Cane . Galilee, — Marriagę 
WAR : AST gur true Gon, 

through the Prayers of his moſt pure 


Mother, of the holy, glorious, and 


illuſtrious Apoliles, of the Emperor, 

| and;/Empagls, Conſtantine; and Helena, 

equal to the. A peſtles of the holy, 
and. illaſtriqus Martyn Fracopius, and 

Ol all Saint, will, have Mercy upon 

* and ſave us; * He is good, and 


A 2 th 
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the Lover of Mankind.“ in the 
Oath, which every Bifliop now takes 
at his Conſecration, Fg abſolutely 
ſwears, that he believes, and under- 


ſtands, that the Tranſubſtantiation of 


the Body, and Blood of Chkisr, in 
the holy Supper, as taught by the 
Eaſtern, and ancient Ruſſia Doctors, 
is effected by the Inffüence, and Ope- 
ration of the Holy Ghoſt; when the 
Biſhop, or Prieſt, nvikeee} D, the 
Father, in theſe Words, il male 


151. Bread tbe Precious Body of thy 


e Ceo” 10 C 2 1 4111 1 '$ 2 10 


Bun eohnolg ie ad 0 Db 
SY * The ſeveral Books, containing 
dhe Church ervice ate — 


twenty Volumes in Folio: an | 
large Volume, called The Regüla- 


tion, is taken up with 1 Directions 


how to uſe the reft,” 2:3 978! Bas Ls 
11 | «The 


+ Page 12, and alſo, Page 296. 5 Page 42. 
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ee he Ointment & for the Chriſm, 


(or, Baptiſmal Unction, ) can only be 
_ conſecrated by a Biſhop,” and that 


only once in a Year, in Paſſion- Week, 
and at one Place, that is, at Moſcow, 
for Great | Ruſſia, and at Kioff, for 
Little Ruſſia; whence it is diſtri- 
buted to the ſeveral Churches in each 
eee of + Incnzprzurs 

or e es Uncrion. EL 


a 


| MY Oi — — 5 20 Poods 
White Wine — — 2 Ankers 
gStyrax Calamita — 2 Poods 


Palm Dew. — — 8 Pounds 


Roſe Flowers T0 Ditto 
Black Palm Gum —  - Ditto 
1 Baka 


. Page . [ii ÞT Do 424. 
f 8 A Pood is 491b. Ruſſia ; which anche 36 
Englifh, 
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the Lover of Mankind.” * c In the 


Oath, which evety Biſhop now takes 


at his Conſecration, Be abſolutely 
ſwears, that he believes, and under- 
ſtands, that the Tranſubſtantiation of 
the Body, and Blood of CHRIST, in 
the holy Suppet, as taught by the 
Eaftern, and-ancient Ruſſian I b&ors, 
is effected by the Influence; and Ope- 
ration of the Holy Ghoſt; When the 
Biſhop, or Prieſt, ks; D, the 


Father, in theſe Words, Ai "make 
#his Bread tbe me? 2 Tm thy 


og We 13 n an 
| pen * Os OTF ene ti M 


e Nw 


09 « The ſeveral Books, contai g 


the Chureh: Service are more than 


twenty Volumes in Folio: and one 
large Volume, called cc The RG 
tion, is taken u up with Dire. 
Wo e Blei reſt,” Pen Y v8 Bas es 
211 cc he 
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ee Phe Ointment & for the Chriſm, 
(or, Baptiſmal Unction, ) can only be 
conſecrated by a Biſhop, and that 
only once in a Vear, in Paſſion-Week, 
and at one Place, that is, at Moſcow, 
for Great | Ruſſia, and at Nioſ, for 
Little Ruffia; whence it is diſtri- 
buted to the ſeveral Churches in each 


Caratour of + IncxebIENTs 
N i ves Unor1o W 


Fine Oil — — 8 20 Poods 
White Wine .— — 2 Ankers 
231 Styrax Calamita. — 2 Poods 
Palm Dew. — — 8 Pounds 
Roſe Flowers — — 0 Ditto 

4 Rack; Palos: Gum — * Ditto 

i Baſil 
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Bafil ' — — — 5 Pounds 
Marjoram. — — — ; Ditto 


Thick Oil of N utmegs — 8 Ditto 
Thin Oil of Ditto — * 22 Zolotneks 


Oil of Cinnamon — 4 Ounces 
Qil of Cloves — — half a Pound 


Lignum:Rhodu — — 6 Ounces 


Oil of Oranges — — 6 Ditto 
Oil of Marjoram — — 4 Ditto 
Oil of Lavendar — — 12 Ditto 


Oil of Roſemary — — 12 Ditto 


Eſſencę of Roſemary — — 12 Zolotneks 
Cedar — — — 3 Boxes 


Black Balſam of Peru 10 Pounds 


Sandarac — — — z Ditto 
Whiteſt Maftic — — 12 Ditto 
Venice T A e — 135 Ditto 


9 


0 © To what Rupee is ts Waſte 


of this very coſtly Ointment made?” 


This is a Queſtion, which could not 


* A Zolotnek is the g6th Part of a Pound. 8 7 


1 


L * ] 
be asked at preſent, without exciting 
Horror in the Minds of thoſe, who, 
from their Infancy, have been taught 
to believe, that the Preparation, the 
Conſecration, and the Uſe of this 
Ointment, neceſſarily belong to the 
Sacrament of Baptiſm. But, though 
a Queſtion of this Sort muſt not be 
propoſed as yet; the Time may 
come, when their Minds may be 
prepared, (perhaps fooner than may 
be imagined,) not to judge according 
to Appearance, but to judge righteous 
Judgment. Through the Wiſdom 
of the Means to be uſed for their 
Inſtruction, and through the Bleſſing 
of Gop on thoſe Means, the Light 
of the Goſpel may ſhine ſo clearly 
on their Underſtandings as to con- 
vince them, that the Doctrines of 
Tranſubſtantiation; of the Invoca- 
tion of Saints and Angels; the Offer- 
ing of Prayers, and Praiſes before the 
k 2 Throne 


Throne of Grace, through their In- 
terceſſion; that theſe, together with 
divers other Uſages, and Ceremonies, 
with which they are oppreſſed, are no 
Parts of the Chriſtian Religion, and 
are inconſiſtent with the Purity, and 
Simplicity of the Goſpel of Js us 
CnRIsT.— Ol may the Gop of Truth 
be pleaſed to haſten theſe moſt im- 
portant Diſcoveries, through the In- 
terceſſion of the One Mediator be- 
tween Gop, and Men, the Man, 
CrrisT JESUS! 


In the Veſtern, or Latin Church, 
the firſt Thing, which attracts No- 
tice, is that of a Man, fitting on a 
Throne, with a triple Crown on his 
his Head, and giving out, that he is 
no leſs a Perſon than the Vicar of 
Ixsus CHRIS, in Conſequence of his 
lineal Succeſſion from St Peter. Now, 
let 


L 


let it be admitted, not granted, that 
St Peter, in ſome Part of his Life, 
went to Rome; nay farther, that he 
made the City of Rome, the Place of 
his Reſidence. Theſe Conceſſions 
prove nothing; till it can be ſhewn, 
from the Authority of the Holy Scrip- 
tures, that he was Inveſted by CuarIsT 
with Power peculiar to himſelf; even 
with Power ſuperior. to that, which 
was committed to the ' reſt. of his 
Fellou-Apoſtles; and that this Vi- 
carial Power was to be an Appen- 
nage of the See of Rome, and De- 
rived on his Succeſſors in that See. 
— But let the Conceſſion be carried 
to its utmoſt Extent, Let- that be 
admitted, which can never be granted. 
Let the Words, „Thou art Peter, 
and on this Rock I will build my 
Church; — and, © I will give unto 
on the Keys of the Kingdom of 

* 3 Heaven; 
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Heaven; and whatſoever thou ſhalt 
Bind on Earth, ſhall be Bound in 
Heaven, &c. And again, Feed 
my Sheep,” Feed my Lanibs; let 


theſe Expreſſions, for Argument's 
ſake, be allowed to confer Supre- 
macy on the Perſon, to whom they 
were ſpoken. What is the unavoid- 
able Inference ? St Peter was Un- 
faithful to his Truſt ! He never once 
claimed; neyer once exerciſod Su- 


premacy of Power. And it is as 


plain as Words can make it, that 


St Paul, who withftocd him to the 


Face, knew nothing of ſuch Power 
having been committed to him; and 
again, that the Juddixing Chriſtians 
at Jeriſalem, who contended with 
St Peter for having gone in to Min 
Untircumti/ed, and baving eaten with 
#bem, knew nothing of ſuch Power, 


The Truth is this: the Claim of gu- 


premacy, 
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premacy, and its Attendant, Infalli- 


bility, as Derived from St Peter, is 


Unwarranted by, and totally repug- 
nant to the whole Tenor of :the Scrip- 
tures, and ſtands in direct Oppoſition 
to the expreſs Words of CHRIST, to 
his (at that Time) ambitious Diſciples, 


«© Whoſoever will be Great among 
You, let him be your Miniſter, and 


whoſoever will be Chief among You, 
let him be your Servant.” As to the 
Gift of Infallibility, it hath been 
thought by Popes themſelves to be 


rather Problematical.—Papal Succeſ- 
ſors have not been always ſo Com- 


plaiſant to the Decrees of their Pre- 
deceſſors, as to have paid invariably 
implicit Obedience to them. 


With reſpect to the Mother of our 
Church, indulge F ancy; and neglect 
wr 0225 ONE the 
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the Holy Scriptures, All the Pal- 


ſages, in which Mention is made of 
her, after the Appearance of Jzsus, 


as the MEs1an, come now to be pre- 


35 555 i the Order: following. 


. Tbere was a Marriage in 


Cana of Galilee, and the Mother of 


Jesus was there. And both Jtsus 
was called, and his Diſciples, to the 
Marriage. And when they 'wanted 


Wine; the Mother of I Ess faith 


unta Him, They have no Wine. 


Ixsus faith unto her, Woman, what 


have I to do ROE thee 2 Mine Hour 
is not yet come. FJobn ii. 1, * 3,4. 


7 As to the 88 of Canes, 


and of his Mother, and his Brethren, 


and his Diſciples, to Capernaum, 
where they continued not many Days; 
this Incident is mentioned, without 

WF OY any 


[ 


any other Circumſtance attending it. 


John ii. 1 2. 


3. While He * talked to the 
People, behold, his Mother, and his 
Brethren ſtood without, deſiring to 
ſpeak with him. Then one ſaid 


unto Him, Behold, thy Mother, and | 
thy Brethren, ſtand without, deſiring 


to ſpeak. with thee, But He an- 
ſwered, and faid unto him, that told 
him, Who is my Mother? And who 
are my Brethren? And He ſtretched 
forth his Hand toward his Diſciples, 
and ſaid, - Behold, my Mother, and 
my Brethren! For, whoſoever ſhall 
do the Will of my Father, which is 
in Heaven ; the ſame is my Brother, 
and Siſter, and Mother. Matt. xii, 
46. to the Ed. 


44% Ts 1 this the Carpenter's Son? 
18 not his Mother called Mary? — 


3 Whence 
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Whence then hath this Man theſe 
Things? And they were offended in 
Him.“ Matt. xi. 55, 56. 


u A certain Woman of the 
Gomprny, (who heard him ſpeaking,) 
lifted up ber Voice, and ſaid unto 
Him, Bleſſed is the Womb, that bare 
thee, and the Paps, which thou haft 
fucked. But He ſaid, Yea, rather, 
Bleſſed are they, that hear the Word 
of Gos, and keep it.“ Duke xi. 
27, 28. 1 


6. There ſtood by the Croſs of 
Ixsus, his Mother, and his Mother's 
Siſter, Mary, the Wife of Cleophas, 
and Mary Magdalene. When Js us 
therefore ſaw his Mother, and the 
Diſciple ſtanding by, whom He loved, 
He faith unto his Mother, Woman, 
behold thy Son,” Then faith He to 
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the Diſciple, © Behold, thy Mother.” 
And from that Hour, that Diſciple 
took her unto his own. Home,” 
Jobn xix. 25, 26, 27. 
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7. They [the Apoſtles] went up, 
into an Upper Room. — Theſe all 
continued with one accord, in Prayer, 
and Supplication, with the Women, 
and * Mary, the Mother of Insus, 
and with his Brethren,” As i, 13, 
14. by er n 


After this; there is total Silence 
concerning her. This Silence is er- 
preſſiue : and juſtifieth the Queſtions 
following. What is there in any one 
of the juſt· cited Paſſages, which war- 
rants the In vocation of her? What 
is there in them, which gives the 
leaſt Encouragement to ſuppoſe, chat 
dhe is exerciſing that Power in Hea- 

ven, 
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ven, which, for infinitely wiſe Rea- 
ſons, She was not allowed to exerciſe 
on Earth? Or, more ſtrictly ſpeak- 
ing, what is there in them, which 
doth not diſcourage, and forbid the 
Suppoſition, that She is Inveſted with 
the Authority of a Mother in the 
other World, who was forbidden the 
Exerciſe of ſuch Authority in this? 
Throughout the whole Compaſs of 
the Creation, nothing hath been 
made in vain 3 and throughout the 
whole Extent of Divine Revelation, - 
nothing hath been written in vain. 
The juſt Inference therefore to be 
drawn from the Paſſages above-al- 
ledged, is plainly this; that the Acts 
of Adoration, and the Office of In- 
terceſſion, which, both by the Greek, 
and by the Latin Church, are aſ- 
eribed to the mann of e are 
| mere 


L 141 J 
mere Works of Fancy, and i 


3 in the Days of his Privacy, 
taught by Example, the Duty of fi- 
lial Obedience. When thoſe Days 
were ended, when the Time of his 
Manifeſtation unto ael was come, 


He was ſo far from performing this 


Duty toward Her, that bare. Him, 
that He rebuked her for ſeeming to 
require it of Him. — He accounted 
thoſe to be in the neareſt Relation- 
ſhip to Him, who attended on his 
Miniſtry, and who made it their firſt 
Study, and ſincere Endeavour to do 
the Will of his. heavenly Father. 


Nay farther, He pronounced thoſe to 


be more Bleſſed, who hear the Word 


ol Gop, and keep it, than was his 
Mother, on account of having born 


Him in the Womb, and of having 


given 
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given Him guck. When, according 


to the Prophecy of good old Simeon, 
the Sword of Affliction was piercing 


the Heart of the Mother of JES Us, 
as She was ſtanding near his Croſs, 


He conſigned her unto the Care of 
that Diſeiple, who ſtands Diſtin- 
guiſſied by the Deſcription of the 
Diſciple, whom Jesus loved; and, 
for any Thing, which appears in Holy 
Writ to the Contrary, it is allowable 
to ſuppoſe, that dhe died at his Houſe. 


Laſtiy, We find her continuing to 
Join in Acts of public Devotion, with 


the Apoſtles. When this hath been 
related of her; not ſo much as the 
bare Mention of her Name doth once 


occur, either in any Part of the 


Acts of the Apoſtles, or, in any one 
of the Epiſtles.” Mhat then becomes 
of her Aſſumption into Heaven (for 


the Commemoration of which (ſup- 
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1 
poſed) miraculous Event, a Day is 


ſet apart by the Raman Church?) 


What becomes of her frequent Ap- 
pearances to her Votaries? What, of 
her Title to * the Queen of Heaven?” 
And to mention no more; what be- 
comes of the Account of the various 
Removals of the Room, (in which 
She was fitting, when the Angel 


Gabrial appeared unto her,) from 


Nazareth, unto its final Settlement 
at Loreto; raiſed, on the fabulous 
Accounts of this Settlement, by no 
leſs Sanction, than the Authority of 
a * Roman Pontiff, from an obſcure 
Village, unto the Dignity of a Grey? 
Is not this ſtrange, but very lucrative, 
Story, infinitely worſe than mere 
Anmfement 


1 theſs, and all other Jreadful 


Effects of er Subtilty, Super- 


ſtition, 
* Xiſtus the Fifth. 
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ſtition, and Credulity, may Gov Al- 


mighty, for CarisT's Sake, deliver 
his deluding, deluded Creatures 


It is to be obſerved, and lamented, 
that the Doctrine of Tranſubſtantia- 
tion diſgraceth, and oppreſſeth both 
the Eaſtern, and Western Church. 
But, in Support of this I antiſcrip- 
tural, this unnatural Tenet; one 
Argument hath been employed by 
the latter, which hath not been made 

. . Uſe 

In the /ix/b Chapter of St John's Goſpel, 
our Saviour manifeſtly declares, that his Expreſ- 
fions concerning Eating his Fleſh,” and «*Drink- 
ing his Blood,” are not to be underſtood in a li- 
teral, but in a figurative, ſpiritual Senſe. And 
that they are not to be taken in a groſs, carnal 
Meaning, He teacheth alſo by his Actions; for, 
his Body ſtood full before the Eyes of his Diſci- 
ples, when, with his own Hands, He gave them 
the Bread, and called it his « Body:“ and when 


He alſo gave them the Cup, and called it his 
Blood.“ 


E 
Uſe of by the former, of theſe 
Churches. Not that the Church of 
Rome kindles the Fire, which is to 
conſume the Heretic. No: the 


Writ de comburendo Heretico is an 


Act of the State. All that the Church 
can do, after Conviction, is to peti- 
tion (in Language very well under- 
ſtood by thoſe, to whom the Prayer 
of the Petition is preferred) that Sen- 


tence againſt the Criminal may not 


be executed. — But, the Civil Ma- 
giſtrate is Inexorable.—She muſt pro- 
ceed (if he be Biſhop, Prieſt, or Dea- 
con, ) to Degrade him; to Diſrobe 


him; to Anathematize him; and to 


ſend him to the Flames. When, or 


where did Cruelty, Pride, and Ig- 


norance, put on a Maſque of more 


ſavage Mockery ? 


But, the Roman Church, not con- 
tented with having prevailed with 
1 9 


_ 
* 
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the State to ſet the Wood in Order, 
and to kindle the Flames, which are 
to devour the Heretic, hath provided 
a Purgatorial Fire, which is to ex- 
cruciate the far greater Part of her 
own Vaſſals, in their Way to Heaven. 


— Material Fire is to refine immate- 


rial Subſtances | Prieſts, and People 
are to pray for the Releaſe of departed 
Spirits from this Place of Torment. 
The former are to be paid for their 
Prayers; the latter are requeſted to 


do it of their Good-will. —But the 


Mood, Hay, and Stabble of this, and 
of many other Doctrines of the Church 
of Rome, will not be able to endure 
the Fire of the Judgment of Gov. 
«© The Day” will come, when Deceit 
and Fraud ſhall be as the Chaff, 
which the Wind ſcattereth away from 
the Face of the Earth. ; a 

er To 
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To proceed : It is too well known 
to be mentioned, that, in the Sixteenth 
Century divers Cauſes aroſe, which, 
in the Hands of the All-wiſe G ov, 
proved the happy Means, by which 


many thouſands of Chriſtians. became 


fully convinced, that it was their 


Duty to come out of, and to be ſepa- 


rated from the Roman Church. Se- 
veral of theſe bore public Teſtimony 
againſt the Errors of the ſaid Church; 
and for having born it, were called 
to the fiery Trial; and, through the 
Aid of Divine Grace, they reſiſted, 


even unto Blood. Of the Number 


of thoſe, to whom it was given not 
only to believe in Chxlis r, but alſo to 
ſuffer in his Cauſe, were not a few of 
the Inhabitants of this Iſland. This 
Departure from a Church, well aware 
of the inchanting Operation of 
Sounds; conſequently, of the ſum- 
6 4 mary 
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E 
mary Way of doing Buſineſs by the 
Appropriation of pompous Titles to 
herſelf; and by the Diſcharge of 


Terms of Reproach on her Adverſa- 


ries, could not fail to be felt moſt 
ſenſibly. Senſation of this Sort would 
prompt her to have Recourſe to the 
Maxim Divide, and Rule.” — What 
Share the Emiſſaries, of the Church 
of Rome have had, from the Begin- 
ning of the Reformation, and, unto 
this very Hour, continue to have, in 
fomenting Strife, and Diviſion among 


thoſe, who Agree in their Proteſt 
againſt her Inventions; is known unto 


Him, before whom all Things are 
naked, and open, and from whom 
no Secrets are hid. Be theſe malig- 
nant Endeavours to ſow Diſcord, 
greater, or leſs than what is laid to 
their Charge; one Thing is certain : 
theſe unhappy Diviſions tend not a 

little 
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little to weaken the Cauſe of Pro- 
teſtantiſm. But, though the Evils 
ariſing (1. ) from Difference of Opinion 
in Matters of Religion; (2. ) from 
Difference of Names, by which each 
Sect is Diſtinguiſhed ; and (3. ) from 
Difference of Places, peculiarly Set 
apart by each of them, for public 
Devotion; though theſe Evils be 
neither few 4 in Number, nor ſmall in 
their Effects; yet there is another 
miſchievous Enemy, and the more 
miſchievous, by coming under the 
Garb of Friendſhip; which, with her 
Smiles, and her Daggers, careſſes, 
and deſtroys. This Enemy is Vo- 
luptuouſneſs. She appears to be 
very buſily employed in purveying 
for the Delight of the Senſes ; and, 
at the very ſame Time, She is rob- 
bing us of Honour—Time—Health 
—and Property. (.) Voluptuouſ- 
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neſs robbeth us of Honour; inaſmuch 
as it ſeduceth us to be Diſhonourable 
in the firſt Inſtance. Fear, Love, 
Worſhip, Obedience, are Debts, in 
the /trife/t Senſe of the Word, from 
the Creature to the Creator. And 
for any Perſon to be ſcrupulouſly 
exact in the Payment of whatſoever 
is owing from him to every one of 
his Fellow - Creatures, except the 
Prince, to whom he hath ſworn 
Allegiance ; and to be quite regard- 
leſs of his Duty toward Him; a 
Conduct 1o prepoſterous, inconſide- 
rate, and undutiful as this, would be 
but a faint Repreſentation of him, 
who, with the greateſt Punctuality, 
regardeth what in every View is Due 
from him to Man; and who, at the 
fame Time, totally Diſregardeth his 
Gov. Now, it is the Nature, and 
Buſineſs of Voluptuouſneſs to diſpoſe 


Us 


a. 
us to be forgetful of, to be Strangers 
to, and averſe from the hearty, and 
ſincere Worſhip, and Service of Him, 
in whom we Live, and Move, and 
have our Being. 


| (2.) It ſteals away our Time; a 
Talent, committed to our Truſt, for 
Purpoſes infinitely more noble, and 
Important, than to be conſumed in 
ſenſual Pleaſures, and laborious ldle- 
nels. 


(3.) It i impairs our Health ; by {© 
ducing us out of the plain Path of 
Nature, and forcing us to ſeek for 
Recruit of the waſted Spirits at Un- 
natural, | 
Hours, which the Gop of Nature 
hath ordained for Buſingſi, not for 
| Reft: and when this Recruit, ſuch 
as it is, hath been obtained, it de- 

es 1 4 mands 


Unſeaſonable Hours; at 


n — 
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mands it to be waſted again, in a 
treſh Round of Gratifications, always 
craving, never to be ſatisfied, 


And (4.) It robs us of our Pra- 
perty : another Talent, never to be 
accounted for, as it ought to be, to 
Gop, to our Families, and to our 
Neighbour, ſo long as it continueth 
under the Control of Voluptuouſneſß. 
In other Words . the inordinate Love 
of Pleaſures eſtrangeth us from that 
“ Sobriety of Mind,” which is the 
Guardian: of true Happineſs ; - and 
which preſerveth us in the Path, 
leading to Happineſs unſpeakable, 
and full of Glory. As to thoſe, why 
live i in Pleaſures; they are Dead while 
they live: Dead to Gon: and with 
reſpect to every great Purpoſe of 
intellectual Exiſtence, Dead to them- 
ſelves. „ 


But, 


But, though the Number of in- 
cere Chriſtians be comparatively ſmall; 
yet Juſtice requireth it to be ob- 
ſerved, that, taken /eparazely, it is far 
from being Inconſiderable. May 
every Day bring with it an Increaſe 
of thoſe, who are ſo Wiſe for their 
own temporal, and everlaſting Inte- 
reſt, as to reckon themſelves to be Dead 
indeed unto Sin, but Alive unta Gon, 
through Ixsus CHRIST our LORD. 


The foregoing curſory View of 
the State of Chriſtianity may - be 
ſufficient to ſhew, that, until 25e 
Coſßpel of our Salvation be reſcued 
from the Inventions of Men; it is 
not to be ſuppoſed, that it is Con- 
ſiſtent with the Honour, the Wit- 
dom, and Goodneſs of Almighty 
Gov, to ſuffer his Word, thus adulte- 
rated and diſguiſed," by Man's Device, 

FR 20 
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10 be ſent out into all Lands, and its 
Words unto the Ends of the World. 


From Conſideration of the moſt 
grievous Sufferings, which the pure, 
and undefiled Religion, of the Bleſs- 
ed, and Holy Jzsus, hath undergone 
in the Houſe of its (nominal) Friends ; 
it may not be Unuſeful, nor Impro- 
per, to employ our Thoughts in tax- 
ing a View of the /þiritual State of 
the ret of our Fellow-Creatures ; 
who are Known, and Diſtinguiſhed 
by the Names of Heathens, Moham- 
nee and Jews. 


How * the Knowledge of the 
One living, and true Gop was re- 
tained, after the Deluge, by the Poſ- 
terity of Moab, (the Head of the hu- 
man Race,) cannot be determined, it 
is ſuppoſed, with Preciſion. It ſeems 


to 


L 
to be not Unreaſonable to think, that 
Idolatry might ſteal on the Minds of 
Men, in a Manner almoſt impercep- 
tible. They might begin to be 
Inattentive to the Frame, and Tem- 
per of Mind, with which Divine 
Service was to be performed: and 
from one Degree of Remiſſneſs, they 
might proceed to another. — With 
Cain, they might neglect the Mode 
of worſhipping In HOVAH, by Sacrifice. 
From repeated Neglects of their Duty, 
as to theſe, and other Particulars, re- 
lating to religious, and moral Con- 
duct; they would be carried to ſuch 
Lengths of Impiety, as not to like to 
retain GoD in their Knowledge; and 
in Conſequence of this their Ireli- 
gion, they would be given up, through 
the juſt Judgment of Gon, amto tbeir 
own Hearts Luſis, and would be fuf- 
fered to follow their own Inventions. 
f | The 
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The heavieſt Calamity, that can be- 
fal a Sinner, on this Side the Gravel! 
But, though they were ſunk into 
Apoſtaſy from the Service, from the 
Fear, and Love of their Creator; 


yet, the moſt conſpicuous Parts of 
the Creation would become powerful 
Attractives of their Regard, The 
falutary, and chearing Power. of the 
Sun by Day; and the mild,. and 
friendly Influences of the Moon, and 
of the Stars, by Night, would excite 
Admiration, and Gratitude: and from 
Admiration, and Gratitude in Exceſs, 


Tdolatry ſeems to have originated. 
From the Act of Gazing, Contem- 


plating, and Admiring, they might 
not fall immediately on their Knees, 
to the Act of Worſhipping. At firſt, 


Praiſes of theſe Luminaries, ſo pleaſ- 


ing to the Sight, and ſo beneficial to 
Na — have been Com- 


poſed : 


L 
poſed in ſuch Metre; and this Metre 
might have been adapted to ſuch 
Sounds, as the Age, in which they 
thus Compoſed, Agreed to call, 
Poetry, and Muſic. Through the 
Power of Fancy, the Time might not 
be long, ere they went farther, — 
Bodies of Light of ſuch apparently 
_ vaſt Velocity, and of ſuch powerful 
Influence on the Productions of Na- 
ture, muſt be either Intelligences 
themſelves, or, the Manſions of In- 
telligences. Hence (the ſuppoſed) 
Neceſlity of lifting up the Heart, the 
Eye, and Hand, in Acts of Adoration 
toward them. But bare Adoration 
would not ſatisfy. — Temples, and 
Altars muſt be erected : and Servants 
muſt be appointed to wait on them 
to honour them with divers myſte- 
rious Rites, and Ceremonies ; to pray 
unto them; and to offer Sacrifices, 
| and 
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and Incenſe before them. Beſides 
theſe primary Objects of blind Devo- 
tion, there aroſe Others, who, from 
having been Benefactors, were ad- 
vanced into the Rank of Deities.— 
The Inventor, or Improver of the 
Art of Navigation —of Vine-dreſling 
D of Agriculture; the Father, or Im- 
prover of Muſic, and of Inſtruments 
of Mufic, and of Works in Braſs, and 
Iron; theſe, with the Inventors, or 
Improvers of other Arts, which tend 
to the Accommodation of Animal 
Life, might be honoured, after Death, 
with public Feſtivals, Games, and 
Panegyrics. Through the Warmth 
of Imagination excited, during theſe 
Solemnities, the Tranſition might not 
be tedious to Acts of Adoration. And, 
in order to imprint the Memory of 
theſe deified Benefactors more ſtrongly 
on the Minds of their Votaries; it 
might 
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might have been ſuggeſted, that the 
moſt proper Mean to obtain this End, 
would be to procure Repreſentations 
of them in Wood, or Stone, or ſome 
more expenſive Material. The Image 
is fabricated; and their Devotion is 
directed, through it, unto their God. 
— Now Fancy ſteps in, and inſi- 
nuates, that, by certain, curious, 
myſtical Rites, and Ceremonies, the 
Image may become a great deal more 
than a mere Repreſentative. The 
Soul of the Demon may be drawn 
down into it; and may make it his 
Reſidence.— It now goes Shares with 
its (imaginary) Inhabitant, in Acts of 
Adoration. It is adorned with pom- 
pous Apparel; and with peculiur 
Emblems of Power, — It is bowed 
unto, worſhipped, and conſulted. 


Whatever was the Origin of Tdo- 
latry; it continueth unto this very 
Day 
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Day to captivate, to darken, . and to 
bewitch the Minds of vaſt Multitudes 
of the Inhabitants of the Earth. 


1. In the Eaſt, we are preſented 
with numerous, and ſtriking Inſtan- 
ces of Ingenuity, and of Ignorance. 
Inſtances of the former are viſible in 
the Arts of Traffic, and Commerce; 
of Agriculture ; of Manufactures of 
various Sorts; and of Civil Polity. 
Idol-Temples, and divers ſuperſtitious 
Practices, among the various Caſts of 
theſe Nations, aftord deplorable In- 
ſtances of the latter. They ſtand as 
ſo many inconteſtable Witneſſes, that 
the Mind may be inlightened as to 
Things natural, and temporal, and 
yet may be involved in worſe than 


Egyptian Darkneſs, as to thoſe Things 


which are ſpiritual, and eternal. Con- 


ſequently, they prove by the irreſiſti- 


ble 
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ble Evidence of Facts, the Mecelſi ty of 
Divine Revelation. 


* m ths Waste Region; the 
Inhabitants, leſs cultivated in their 
Underſtanding, more ferocious in 
their Temper, leſs civilized in their 
Manners, are likewiſe under the Do- 
minion of apoſtate Spirits. They 
are receiving on their Bodies Marks, 
or Characters of the Demons, whom 
they dread, and ignorantly worſhip. 
Several of theſe poor, deluded, be- 
nighted Nations, are prompted, thro” 
lucrative Views, to be engaged in 
Wars. The Victors make Merchan- 
diſe of their Captives; who are ex- 
poſed, as ſo many Herds of Cattle, | 
in open Market; and ſold at. yarious 
Prices, according to their reſpective 
Ages, Health, and Strength. |, | 


3. As to the 282 Part of the 
Globe, unto which theſe human 
Chattels are tranſported ; it is need- 


leſs to obſerve, that this New 


World,” as it hath been called, was 


Diſcovered toward the Cloſe of the 
ffteenth Century. Some of the Pur- 
chaſers of theſe Slaves, truly thankful 


_ for the Opportunity, put into their 


Hands, of exerciſing Acts of Com- 


paſſion toward them; not only exact 


of them the Labour of their Hands 
in a Manner dictated by Humanity; 
but alſo uſe their beſt Endeavours to 
have them prepared for Admiſſion 
into the Chriſtiam Church by Bap- 
tiſm. In Return for this humane, 
prudent, and Chriſtian Uſage, it is 
reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that they re- 
ceive from theſe their Bond-Servants, 
Sentiments, Expreſſions, and Acta of 
Bftcem, Gratitude, and Fidelity. — 
With 
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With reſpe& to the Aborigines; 
notwithſtanding the long Space of 
Time, ſince the firſt Diſcovery of 
this vaſt Continent, with its Hands, 
the Generality of them live, and die 
in a State of Heatheni/m, Treaties 
concerning Boundaries, and Traffic, 
are begun, carried on, and ratified : 
and Meetings to hear, deliberate, and 
determine, concerning alledged In- 
fractions of Treaties, are Holden not 
infrequently. But, how few of theſe 
our Fellow-Creatures, comparatively 
ſpeaking, have been Converted as 
yet, to the Religion of the Prince of 
Peace; Gop manifeſted in the Fleſh, 
zo deftroy the Works of the Devil ! 


And (4.) with reſpe& to the Inha- 
bitants of ſome of the extreme Parts 
of the Northern Quarter of the Earth; 
theſe continue to be enveloped in the 

0-3 Night 
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Night of Ignorance, and Idolatry. 
The Degree of outward Darkneſs, 
which, for a conſiderable Part of the 
Year, 1s brooding over them, is but 


a faint Reſemblance of the Darkneſs 
of their Minds. 


This Glance of the seiriTUAL 
Condition of the Inhabitants of many 
Parts of Afia, Africa, America, and 
of the Northern Extremities of Eu- 
rope, may be ſufficient to ſhew, that 
this Earth is, in a great Meaſure, 
ſurrounded with Dumb Idols. At 
this very Hour, the reſtleſs, wicked 
| |  . Enemy of Gop, and Man, is holding 
Millions of Mankind in moſt horrid, 
and direful Slavery | is exercifing 
very Act of Hatred, Contempt, and 
Tyranny, which the Pride, and Ma- 
lignity of his Nature can exert againſt 
them! 


From 


7 

- From theſe Nations, and People, 
wholly given to Idolatry, let us paſs 
to another Part of the Human Race, 
conſiſting of the very numerous Fol- 
lowers of a Man, who aroſe in the 
Beginning of the /eventh Century; 
and boaſted, that he was an Apoſele, 
and a Prophet, ſent from Gov. 


The Religion of Mohammed, (which 
hath the Subtilty to hold out to its 
Vaſſals * the Promiſe of Happineſs 
to thoſe, who die fighting in its 
Cauſe,) is poſſeſſed of many, and large 
Territories in Afa, and Africa, and 
of ſome Part of Europe, together 
with that celebrated City, dignified 
with the Title of © New Nome; 
and which, for Ages, was the Chief 
OO: of the Gree Emperors. 
This 
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This Religion is loaded with Flat- 


tery, and Contrad iction! It vouch- 
fafeth to rank * Jesvs, the Son of 


Mary, in the Number of Prophets ; 
and it contradicts, as fully, and ex- 


preſsly, as it is in the Power of Lan- 
guage, to contradict, the clear, fun- 
damental Doctrines of the Religion 
of JESUS. Proofs of the Truth of 


this Aſſertion may be called for, and 


Proofs ſelected from the Gofþe!, and 


the Koran, are produced; and pre- 
ſented to View, placed in 1 8 


* 


The Goſpel. | The Koran. 


Lo! a Voice from| Gop is but one Gov. 
Heaven, ſaying, This] Far be it from Him, 


is my beloved Son, inſthat He ſhould 15 a 
whom I am well pleaſed. Son! Chap. iv. P. 126. 


Matt. iii. 17. | 


The Word was made| Say, God is but One 


| Fleſh, and dwelt among|Gop ; the eternal Gop. 


us, (and we beheld his| He begetteth not, nei- 
| Glory, | ther 


* Koran, Chap. xliii. P. 360. 
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Glory, the Glory as of 
the Only- begotten of the 
Father,) full of Grace, 
and Truth. John i. 14. 
Heis Antichriſt, that 
denieth the Father, and 
the Son. Whoſoever 
denieth the Son, theſame 
hath not the Father. 
FS, id + hr Co. 
I and my Father are 
One. John x. 30. 
The Jews ſought the 
more to kill him, be- 
cauſe He not only had 
broken the Sabbath, but 
ſaid alſo, that Gop was 


his Father, making him-| 


ſelf equal with Gop. 
John v. 18. 

Let every Man have 
his own Wife; and let 
every Woman have her 
own Huſband. 1 Cor. 
Vil. 2. | 
Have ye not read, that 
He which made them 
at-the Beginning, made 
them Male, and Female? 
And ſaid, For this Cauſe, 
mall a Man leave Fa- 
ther, and Mother, and 


The Koran. 
ther is He begotten: 
and there is not any one 
like unto Him. Vol. 
II. Chap. cxii. P. 517. 


G0op. This is their 
Saying in their Mouths: 
they imitate the Saying 
of thoſe, who were 
Unbelievers in former 
Times. May Gop re- 


they infatuated ! Chap. 
ix. P. 244, 245. 


Take in Marriage of 
ſuch other Women as 
pleaſe You ; two, or 
three, or four, and nor 


more. Chap. iv. P. a. 


O Prophet, we have 
allowed thee thy Wives, 


alſo the Slaves, which 
thy right Hand poſſeſs- 
eth, of the Booty, which 
God hath granted thee: 


ſhall cleave to his Wife; 
1 and 


The Chriſtians ſay, 
CnrisT is the Son of 


Gt them. How are 


unto whom thou haſt 
given their Dower, and 


4 un. 
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The Go/pel. 


and they twain ſhall be 
one Fleſh, Wherefore 
they are no more twain, 
but one Fleſh. What 
therefore Gop hath join- 
ed together, let not Man 
put aſunder. Matt, xix. 
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He bearing his Croſs, 
went forth into a Place, 
called “ the Place of a 


Skull,” — where they 


Crucified him, —When 
Jesvus had received the 
Vinegar, He ſaid, Ir 
is finiſhed,” And He 
bowed his Head, and 
gave up the Ghoſt, John 


Xix. 17—30. 


Who his own ſelf bare 
our Sins in his own Body 
on the Tree. 1 Pet. ii. 
24. | 
The Comforter, which 
is the Holy Ghoſt, whom 
the Father will ſend 1n 
my Name, He ſhall 
teach You all Things, 
and bring all Things|i 
to your Remembrance, 
whatſoever J have ſaid 
unto You, John xiv. 26. 

ä 
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The Koran. 


and any other Believing 
Woman, if ſhe give her- 
ſelf unto the Prophet; 
in caſe the Prophet de- 
fireth to take her to 
Wife. This is a pecu- 
liar Privilege granted 


[unto thee, above the 


reſt of the true Believers. 
Chap. xxxiii. P. 28 1. 
. They [the Jews] have 
ſpoken againſt Mary a 
a|grievous Calumny, and 
have ſaid, “ Verily, we 
have ſlain Cun IST JESUS, 
the Son of Mary, the 
Apoſtle of Gop z” yet 
they ſlew him not, nei- 
ther Crucified him : but 
He was repreſented by 
one in his Likeneſs. 
They did not really 
kill him; but Gop took 
him up 1 himſelf. 
Chap. iv. P. 124. | 
When Ixsus, the Son 
of Mary, ſaid, O Chil- 
dren of Iſrael, verily, I 
am the Apoſtle of Gop, 
ſent unto You, confirm- 
ing the Law, which was 
delivered before me, 
and bringing good Tid- 


ings of an Apoſtle, who 
| ſhall 
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The Goſpel.” * 


When the Comforter 

is come, whom I will 
| ſend unto You from the 
Father, even the Spirit 
of Truth, which pro- 
ceedeth from theF ather, 
He ſhall teſtify of me. 
John xv. 26. 

It is expedient: for 
You that I go away: 
for, if T go not away, 
the Comforter will not 
come unto you; but, if 
I depart, I will ſend him| 
unto you. John xvi. 7. 

Jesvs,—being aſſem- 
bled with them [the 

Apoſtles] commanded} 
them that they ſhould 
not depart from Jeruſa- 
lem, but wait for the 
Promiſe of the Father, 
which, ſaith He, Ye 
have heard of me, For 
Tohn truly baptized with 
Water; but Ye ſhall be 
baptized with the Holy 
Ghoſt, not many Days 
hence. Alis i. 4, 5. 

When the Day of Pen- 
tecoſt was fully come, 
they were all with one 
Accord, in one Place. 


The Korn. 


* whoſe Name :ſhall be 
AHMED : and when he 
produced unto them 
[evident Miracles, they 
ſaid, This is | manifeſt 
|Sorcery. Chap. Ixi. P. 


435» 439. 
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= Whoſe Name n 


Ve . * 1 — 
I * 


be Anmep.] 


For Mohammed * 
bore the Name of Ahmed; 
both Names being de- 
rived from the Tame 
Root, and nearly of the 
ſame Signification. The 
Perſian Paraphraſt, to 
ſupport what is here 
alledged, quotes the 
following Words of 
CHRIST, I go to my 
Father, and the Para- 
clete ſhall come.“ The 
Mohammedans unani- 
mouſly teaching, that, 
by „ the Paraclete,” 
or, as they chooſe to 
read it, & thePericlyte,” 


| 


And 


or, 


L 
The Gofpel. The Kordn. 
And they were all fill. or, · ( Illuſtrious, “) their 
ed with the Holy Ghoſt; Prophet is * _ 
and began to ſpeak with] no other, 
other Tongues, as the 


= gave them Utter-] Sale's Note on rhe Plate. 
Aa li. * * | 5 


From this mall n it will 
appear evidently to every ſincere Be- 
liever in Cuzisr, that the Sin of For- 
gery, in its deepeſt Blackneſs of Guilt, 
lieth full upon An. Sr 


As to thoſe, who deſpiſe, and re- 
ject the Evidences of the Truth of 
the CHRISTIAN Religion, drawn from 
the Accompliſhment of Prophecies, 
from Miracles, —and from inter- 
nul Goodneſs ;—who think it a Mark 
of ſuperior Underfinading, of deeper 
Penetration, and of ſounder Judg- 
ment, to make open Avowal of theit 
Apoſtaſy * * Religion, into 
which 


L 

which they were Baprziged, or to live 
and, who muſt be abolutéiy Certain, 
(before they can lay a Claim to 
the Character of prudent Perſons,) 
that they run not che Jeaff Hazard, 
with regard to Happineſs in another 
World, in being Aſpamed of Carer, 
and of his Words ; to theſe Perſons, 
the Impoſture of Mohammed, and all 
the Injury done to the Religion of 
JzsuUs CHRIST, in Conſequence of 
this Impoſture, will give no "Ow 
cern. | 


The Syſtem of Hypocriſy, Super- 
ſition, Pride, and Ambition, carried 
on for * twenty-three Years together 
by the Senſualiſt above-mentioned, 
appears to be the laſt, great, public 

Effort of wu 3 of Darkneſs 
againſt 
ee Preliminary Diſcourſe, p. 85. 


l x72 J 
n the Honour, and Glory of the 
Fatber, and of the Son, and of the 


H ly Gboſt. 


1 © He ak raketh the Wiſe in 
their own Craftineſs, who bringeth 
to Light the hidden Things of Dark- 
neſs, who faith to the Sea, Hitherto 
ſhalt thou come, and no farther, and 
here ſhall thy proud Waves be ſay- 
ed; He is able, when He pleaſeth, 
. in the Manner, which He pleaſ- 
eth, to bring low, even to the Duſt, 
the Haughtineſs, and Impoſture of 


IM. obammedi _ 


Laſtly, As to * Jews, ( ſtill nu- 
merous to a Proverb, taken collec- 
tively, as a Nation, it is to be Ob- 
ſerved of the Forefathers of this 
Difperſed People, that they prided 
themſelves in having Abraham for 
| their 
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their * and yet took not the 
leaſt Heed to walk in the Steps of 
Abraham. He ſaw the Day of 
Onkisr afar off, and was glad: 
they ſaw it, when it was come; and 
Envied.— They beheld (as they ex- 
preſſed it,) the World going after him : 
and they feared, that, if they let him 
Alone, the Romans would come, and 
tale away both their Place, and Ma- 
tion. —This their Fear was brought 
upon them. The Proverbial Ex- 
preſſion, (where the Carcaſe is, thi- 
ther will the Eagles be gathered to- 
gether, was Verified upon them, 
with Circumſtances of Calamity, and 
Diſtreſs, unknown to Hiſtory, before, 
or after the Time of their Viſitation. 
The Romans did come to a People 
ripe for Deſtruction, to a People Dead 

in Treſpaſſes, and Sins. They took 
kT of their City, and Sanc- 
de 1 
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tuary, and left not one Stone upon 
another, which was not thrawn down. 
Puniſhment in kind was inflicted. 
The Crucifiers, or Abettors of the 
Crucifixion of © the Logp of Glory,” 
were Crucified in vaſt Numbers. 
Multitudes were flaugbtered with 
the Sword. Many others were car- 
ried into Captivity : and Sold, as 
Things Vile, and Refuſe. And their 
Poſterity have undergone the Infamy 
of Exiles from their own Land, dur- 
ing a Space of, jt Jn hundred 


Years. 


The Converſion of the Fews, as a 
Nation, is an Event, very probably, 
at great Diſtance from our Time. 
But, with reſpect to Individuals; 
Chriſtian Charity prompts Chriſtians 
to the Endeavour of being inftru- 
n through Divine Grace, f 
Saving 


IEE 
Saving Some x. As to thoſe Jews 
in particular, whoſe Anceſtors, in 
the laſt Century, ſaw their Opportu- 
nity, and took it, of Coming into 
this Kingdom; whether—they might 
not be required by Authority to tranſ- 
mit to Cbriſtian Commiſſioners, their 
Reafons in Writing, why they re- 
fuſe to acknowledge Jzsus of Va» 
zareth, whom their Fore-fathers 
Crucified, to be the Mzss1an, fore- 

told by Moſes, the Propbets, and the 
Palms; in order to receive from the 
ſaid Commiſhoners, written Anſwers 
to theſe Reaſons ;—whether an Un- 
deriaking of this Sort, (conſidering 
the very fair Opportunity given for 
it in this Kingdom,) can be Neglected 
with Innocence; — whether, if it 
41 3115 EA aps 1 1 
A0 Earneſt and Affectionate AppR RGA to 
the, Jzwg, in Hebrew and Engliſh, hath bren 


Publiſhed by The Society for Promoting Chriſtian 
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was not Neglected, there be not juſt 


Ground to hope, and to believe, he 
it would be an Undertaking well- 


plealing to Gop, and conſequently, 


have direct Tendency to draw down 


his Bleſſing on this Church, and 


Nation: — theſe are Conſiderations, 
which wait for Audience on the Pow- 
ey the Learned, and * | 


Thou oh it will appear, 3 he 


rleboing Sketch of the ſpiritual State 


of the various, and diſtant Inhabi- 
tants of the World, that many, and 
great Things are till wanted to be 
done, both within the Church of 
CuxisT, and out of it; yet, it may 
be Asked; What Reaſons can You 
alledge, which may be of Force ſuf- 
ficient to induce Belief, that the 
Courſe of this World will not run 
with the fame troubled,” polluted 

I Stream, 


1 177 1. 
Stream, which it 8 preſent ? 
Will not the Eaſtern, and the Weß- 
ern Church continue to enforce the 
Obſervance of divers Uſages, and 
ere Bente, which bear ſtrong Re- 
ſemblance, (the Names being chang- 
ed) to Heatbeniſm ? Will not Mul- 
titudes of Chriſtians, though Re- 
formed in Doctrine, yet continue to 
be Unreformed in Practice? — Will 
they not content themſelves with 
bearing the Name, without paying 
the Obedience of Chriſtians . That 
moſt miſchievous Tyrant, «© Cuſtom,” 
ſtill preſuming to impoſe on the Un- 
derſtandings of Mankind ; will it not 
be ſuffered to pals off LO for a 
Mark of due Senſe of Honour, and 
for a Proof of true Courage, which 
is founded on Pride, Revenge, Fool. 
hardineſs, and Fear of the World ? 
In a Word; will not Men perſevere 
N 1 
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in the mad Preſumption of commit- 
ting thoſe Actions, which the Gop of | 
their Lives, and the Judge of Quick, 
and Dead, hath declared, by. the 
Voice of Hu manity, by the We of 
Reaſon, by the Voice of Conſcience, 
by the Voice of Revelation, bath 
declared, that —_ ſhall not 0 
mit! 7 8 


, * 
: A 
# ,#h 


8 to hee Gee muſt | 


be returned i in 1 the Negative. 2% 
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In the Eft Place; ; a State of Sin | 

it is not to be 5 290 F 
that the Divine Author of Nature 
will ſuffer it to prevail for eyer. In 

his own Time, and in his own Way, 

He will ariſe, and will maintain his 
_ own Cauſe. He will Vindicate from : 
the Dominion of Sin, the Original | 
| "Op Law 
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Law of Nature, which He implanted 
in his Creature. But, ſecondly, that 
which is ſuggeſted by Reaſon, ſtands 
abundantly confirmed by Revelation 
Thus, — All the Kingdoms of the Earth 
all remember themſelves, and be 
turned unto the Lon, and all the 
 Kindreds of 1 the Nations ſhall worſhip 
before him. It is a light Thing that 
thou. ſpouldeſt. be my Servant to raiſe 
up the Tribes of Jacob, and to:reflore 
the Preſerved of Iſrael : I will alfo 
give thee for a Light to the Gentiles, 
that thou mayeſt be my Salvation unto 
the End of the, Earth. Ak of me, 
and I ſhall give thee the Heathen for 
thine. Inheritance, and the utmoſt 
Parts of the Earth for thy Poſſeſſion. 
— The Loxp ſaid unto my Lord, Sit 
thou at my R ight-hand, until I make 
thine Enemies thy Foorſtool. — Hie muff 
76 till He hath put all Enemies 
N 2 under 
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under bis Peet. Unto theſe, may 
be added divers othier er ol 155 like 
I. mport. 2 1 

Now, Roni coping the Juſt 
cited Paſſages, with the preſent State 


of Chriſtianity ; ; the following Queſ- 


tion will ariſe : How cometh it to 
paſs, that this Religion, which was 


promulged above ſeventeen Bundired 


Tears ſince; and by which Man is 
to be Reſtored to his original Inte- 
grity, neither produceth greater Ef- 
fects in the Lives, and 5 pre 
of its Profeſſors ;" nor hath made 
larger Advances toward Univerſality! ? 
Anſwers to this complicated Queſtion 
unhappily occu r from the Negligence, 
and fend of ſinful Man. 519 
Many, and 1 rge Territories, which 
formerly enjoyed the Light of the 
Gol _ through the * Pro- 


8 #5 vidence 
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vidence of Almighty Gon, now fit in 
Darkneſs, and in the Shadow of 
Death. For the Wickedneſs of the 
Inhabitants, their Candleſtick was 
taken away from them. (a.) God 


hath done every Thing for his Vine- 


yard, which it is conſiſtent with in- 
finite Wiſdom and Goodneſs to have 
done for it. Why it bringeth forth 
ſour . Grapes, is a Queſtion, which 


muſt not be asked of Him, but of 


Man. (3.) It hath been Obſerved 
before, and it is requeſted, that it 
may be permitted to be Obſerved a 
ſecond Time, that it doth not appear 
to be Agreeable to the Rules of Un- 
erring Wiſdom, to grant Univerſality 
to the Chriſtian Religion, diſguiſed, 


loaded, defiled, as it is, with human 


Inventions ; and diſhonoured by the 
lukewarm Indifference of the Gene- 
rality of thoſe, who, thou gh Reformed 

N 3 in 


[ 30a :] 
in Doctrine, continue to be Unreform- 
ed in Practice. (4.) And laſtly, with 
due Submiſſion to the Divine Will, 
it appears to be allowable to ſuppoſe, 
that the Means toward the Attain- 
ment of this infinitely important, and 
valuable End, have been committed 
to Chriftians; and that it is their 
bounden Duty, and their temporal, 
and eternal Intereſt, faithfully, and 
conftantly to put them in Execution. 
What theſe Means are, will be the 
Subject of Inquiry in the enſuing 
Pages. 1 | * 
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gis CE. that ical Moment, 


in which Human Nature, in, and 
by the fallen Parents of the Human 
Race, became infected with Sin ; 
Luſts, and Paſſions, are to the Mind, 
what Briers and Thorns are to the 
Earth: Each of them requires pre- 
vious Labour, to root them out, in 
order to render fruitful the reſpective 
Seed which is to be caſt into them. 
The Parable of the Ster preſerveth _ 
throughout, the Similitude of the 
Fitneſs, and Unfitneſs of the Heart, 
and of the Ground, to receive what 
is to be ſown in them, and to bring 
them to Perfection. And the Pro- 
| N 4  phets, 
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phets, Hoſhea, and Feremiah, make 
Uſe of the following Expreſſions, — 
Sow to yourſelves in Righteouſneſs, 
Reap in Mercy. Break up your Fal- 
low-Ground : Sow not among Thorns. 
The Words of our Bleſſed Saviour 
are theſe; I am the true Vine, and 
my Father is the Husbandman. — 
Every Branch in me, that beareth not 
Fruit, He taketh away : and every 
Branch, that beareth Fruit, He purg- 
etb it, that it may bring forth more 
Fruit, And St Paul, in his firſt 
Epiſtle to the Corinthians, faith, Ye 
are Gop's Husbandry, or, according 
to the marginal Reading, 2 2 are God's 
Tillape. As the natural Conſequence 
of the Neglect of Tillage muſt be 
Famine of Bread; ſo the Neglect of 
Cultivation of che Mind muſt be 
Famine of the Word. EY 


It 
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It ought to be acknowledged with 
Gratitude to the Memory of the 
Planners, and firſt Promoters of the 
Inſtitution of Charity-Schools in 
Great Britain, Ireland, and the Prin- 
cipality of Wales, and to the Bene- 
volence of the preſent Supporters of 
theſe humble Seminaries of Religion, 
and Virtue, that they have been, and, 
under the Bleſſing of Gop, continue 
to be, of great Benefit to the Com- 
munity. 


But, afterthe juſt Tribute of Praiſe 
hath been given to this truly Chari- 
table Undertaking ; Chriſtian Chas 
rity forbids it to be Unnoticed, that, 
though it be of conſiderable Extent, 
yet it cannot be ſuppoſed to be ade- 
quate to the ſpiritual Wants of the 
Poor, belonging to the Churches of 
England, and Jrelaud * "= 
O 
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of Children of poor Parents {and the 
far greateſt Part of theſe Parents 
themſelves, it is juſtly to be feared, 
never received the Benefit of Chri/- 
tian Education,) live, and die, in a 
State of deplorable Ignorance. Luſts, 
and Paſſions increaſe with their Years. 
Rags, and Filth are too often the Co- 
vering of their Bodies; and Darkneſs, 
with reſpect to Things of everlaſting 
Concern, diſgraces, and bewilders 
their Minds. The Public doth 
ſuffer: the Public muſt continue 
to ſuffer from the Continuance 
of this public Neglect. How is 
it poſſible, that it ſhould be other- 
ways? Many human Beings, Undiſci- 
plined, are let looſe upon the World. 
Is it to be ſuppoſed, that Evening 
Wolves, with all the other Beaſts of 
the: Foreſt, while under the Preſſure 
of the keeneſt Hunger, will ceaſe to 
5 be 


[ a 1 
be Beaſts of Prey? And is it to be ex- 
pected, that Uninſtructed, Unprinci- 


_ pled People, infected with the Con- 
tagion of Sin, encouraged by wicked 


Company, wicked Advice, wicked 


Examples, and impelled by Want 
(the natural Conſequence of vicious 
Idleneſs,) will ceaſe to endeavour to 


ſatisfy their Wants, at the Expence of 


Humanity, Juſtice, Reaſon, and Re- 
ligion ? They ruſh into Sin, with the 
Impetuoſity of a Horſe into the 
Battle: and the Terror of Fines, Im- 
priſonments, Stripes, Baniſhment, and 
even of Death itſelf, hath been found, 

by long Experience, to be Ineffec- 
tual to prevent a conſtant Succeſſion 
of public Offenders. Nay, it appears 
to be paſt Doubt, that, ſince the In- 


creaſe of penal Laws, there hath been 


Increaſe of Thieves, Burglars, High- 
* Robbers, and (horrid to be 
thought 


. 
ts! 
9 
* 
'« 
f 


{ 188 ) 


thought on, or related!) even of Mur- 
derers. And, if the Law was to get 


tid of theſe Enemies of the public 
Welfare, by inflicting the Penalty of 


Death on many more of them, than 
it doth at preſent: the Remedy would 
be wanting. The Root of the Evil 
till remaining, though Branches be 
lopped off; others ſucceed, and bear 
Fruit of deadly Poiſon. It is true, 
that che Terror of human Laws muſt 
operate in ſome Degree on All, and 
more eſpecially on Young Beginners 
Laws; and it is no leſs true, that 
this Terror wears off gradually; and 
that, from the great Number of Pla- 
ges, Where the Workers of Iniguity 


Hue | themfelves, they are deluded 


With Hope, notwithſtanding the ma- 
/ Inſtances of Detection, and Pu- 

ihm, that they may fare better. 
1 But 


> 
—— 
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But, with reſpect to the  Optratiofh 
of Terror on the Minds of theſe a- 
bandoned People; it appears to be 
far from Incredible, that che Terror 
of Life, under certain Views; Would 
have a ſtronger Effect, than th Ter- 
ror of Death, The Proſpect of 
Confinement, hard Fare, and Hard 
Labour, to the Licentious, the dx. 
vrious, and the Idle, would be ter- 
rible indeed! At leaſt, it cem t be 
a thing deſirable, that dhe Experi- 
ment might be tried on'thoſe; Who, 
through Blindneſs of Heart, hid De- 
fiance to the King of Terrors. 
Toward Waleri public Offend- 
ers amenable to public: Juſtice, it 
might contribute more than a little, 


jf the State, and Condition, of every 


Individual Member of Society, a- 
mong the lower Ranks in Life, lay 


* to the Notice of the Public. 
And 
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And it is humbly Submitted to the 
Conſideration of thoſe, who alone 


havea Rightto Conſider it with Effect, 


whether this valuable End might not 


be anſwered, at leaſt, in a much 


greater Degree than is the Caſe at 
preſent, Provided, Every Houſe- 
keeper of the inferior Ranks was 
Obliged, under the Sanction of Pe- 

nalty, for a falſe Return, to give a 
faithful Account to the reſpective 
Pariſh- Officers, not only of their own 
Families, but alſo of their Lodgers; 
ſpecifying, their Names, and Oecu- 
pations. But, beſides the Advan- 


tages, which may juſtly be expected 


to acerue from this Method of becom 


ing better acquainted with the State 
and Condition of the lower Orders 
of the Members of Society, which 


could not fail of being a Reſtraint on 


their moral Conduct; or, at leaſt, 


of 


( 
of bringing them to Puniſhment for 
an immoral one; there is another 
Benefit of too great Importance to be 
lighted ; and it is this, it would o- 


pen an eaſy Method of knowing 


with much greater Exactneſs than, 
it is apprehended, can be known'at 
preſent, the number of all the Chil- 
dren, of the P oor, belonging to the 
Churches of England, and Irelavid, 
who are deprived of the ineſtimable 
Benefit of Chriſtian Education. A. 
Benefit! which, if duly beſtowed on 
theſe real Objects of Compaſſion, will 
not fail, (even in a temporal Viewz 
and how much more in a ſpiritual 
one 50 to reward the Benefactors, with 
abundant Intereſt. 0 810181 od ot 


The Poor- Rate, in many Pariſhes, 
is confeſſedly a heavy Tax on; the 
Earnings « of ſeveral of the induſtrious 

: Inha- 
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Inhabitants. ' But ought it not to be 


duly weighed, whether, confidering 
the preſent State of the lower Claſſes 


of Mankind, it may not be ſuppoſed, 


that Vier hath had a large Share in 
throwing this Burden upon the Pari- 


ſhioners? Muſt it not then be allowed, 


that an Undertaking, which tends to 


the Diſfecuragbment, and Removal 


of Nice, would have direct Tendeney 
toward leſſening, in- a gradual man- 
ner, the Number of thoſe,” WO ap- 
phy for Parocbial Relief Happy Ex- 


perience, in the Compaſs of few 


Years, would verify theſe Sa ayings, 
'Bene= 


Hits,” and. Private Vices are, and 
in the Nature of Things, muſt be,. 
Public tmn 


In — Wit th 1 Plan 
for vr ddt Early, and truly Chri- 
* 


Es 

lian Inſtruckion to many Children of 
the Poor, (who want it, toa Degree 
ſearcely to be credited, ) may not be 
totally Undeſerving of Attention; it 
is ſubmitted to the Conſideration of 
thoſe, who may be diſpoſed to honour 
it with their Thoughts: and after hav- 
ing beſtowed this Honour on it, to 
befriend it with their Improvement, 
Recommendation, and Patronage. 


1. IN order to diſtinguiſh theſe 

humble Seminaries from thoſe, 
which are known by the Name of 
Charity-Schools; it is ſubmitted, 
REL O whether 
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whether they may not be called PA- 
ROCHIAL SCHOOLS | * | 


The Miniſter ” ch 1 ac} 
the Church- wardens, and Overſeers 
of the Poor, for the Time being, 
with a certain Number of the Pa- 
riſhioners, to be Choſen annually by 
the Veſtry, may Act under the De- 
{cription of Truſtees, and Guardians 
of the Parochial School, or Schools, 
within their reſpective Limits. 


3. All the Children of Parents, 
who are Members of the Churches 
of England, and Ireland, and who 
ſhall be found, on ſtrict Inquiry, 
Unable to pay for the Education of 
their Children, are to be N 
into theſe Schools, at the Age of 
Years, | 
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I 
4. The School-Hours, and the 
Times of Breaking- up, within the 
Bills of Mortality may be the ſame 
with thoſe, which are obſerved in 
IM ee hools. 


5. In the Ste, it being a 
T Thag much to be wiſhed, that the 
poor Parents may receive all the Be- 
nefit from the Labour of their Chil- 
dren, which i is conſiſtent with their 
receiving Education, truly Griſtian, 
(which no ſincere Believer in Chrift 
will deny, hath the ſtrongeſt Claim, 
in every Point to rf Attention, 
the School-Hours, from the firſt 
Day of March, to the firſt of Ofo- 
ber, may be from Seven. to Ten in 
the Morning ; and from One to Four 
in the Afternoon. And from the 
firſt of October, to the firſt Day of 
March, from the Hour of Eight to 

o 2 Eleven 
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Eleven in the Morning; and from 
One to Three in the Afternoon. 
The Times of Breaking- up at the 
three Great F. efitvals, may be ſhorter 
than is uſual in Cities, and Great 
Towns: and during the Time of 
Harveſt, the Parents may be requir- 
ed to ſend their Children to School, 
for at leaſt two Hours i in every Day 
in the Week, or as Thall be Directed 
by the Truſtees, and Guardians of 
theſe Schools. 


In Country Pariſhes, TER Cha- 
rity-Schools have been Erected; and 
where the Number of Scholar are 

limited ; all the Reſt of the poor 
Children, who do not receive the 
Benefit of the ſaid Schools, may be 
ſent to them, at the Expence of the 
Pariſh, under the Inſpection of the 
Miniſters, Churchwardens, Over- 

N ſeers 


| tm) 
ſcers of the Poor, and other Pari- 
ee as r o 


7. The proper Perſons, who 
can be found, in reſpect of Piety, 
Prudence, Temper, and Knowledge, 
are to be recommended for Maſters, 
and Miſtreſſes, and are to be choſen 
by a Majority of the e and 
Guardians? tk | 


8. The Gali of es Maſters, 
and Miſtreſſes, and other contingent 
Expences, to be defrayed by an 
equal * Pound-Rate, to be levied 
under the Authority of an Act of 


the State. 
9. Two 


* This Tax may appear, at firſt Sight, a for- 
midable Objection againſt this Charitable Un- 
dertaking ; bur it is firmly believed, that, on fait 
Trial, it will be found, even in a worldly View, 
greatly beneficial to the Contributors. 


8 2 
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9. Two Viſitors. may be choſen 
at every Quarterly Meeting, to in- 
ſpect the Vigilance, and Conduct of 
the Maſters, and Miſtreſſes, to make 
diligent Inquiry into the Behaviour 
of the Scholars, and alſo to inform 


___ themſelves. of their Improvement in 


the Knowledge of Religion, and in 
Learning. Their Reports in Writing 
to be laid before the Truſtees at the 


next — W 


With hone to the: Maſters, and 
Miſtreſſes, it is fubmitted, whether 
the following Rules, and Directions 
may not tend to promote the truly 
_ Chriſtian, and Charitable Defgn a 
theſe Schools, 50 | 


RULES 


1 


RULES Ax P DIRECTIONS 
70R' THE 
MASTERS AND MISTRESSES. 


Phi to the Inſerting of theſe 
Rules, it may not be improper, 
nor unuſeful to obſerve, that the 
Art of Reading, though very expe- 
 dient, is not abſolutely neceſſary to the 
Attainment of Chriſtian Knowledge. 
It is far from being incredible, that 
a Perſon, without knowing a fingle 
Letter of the Alphabet, may have 
been ſo fully Inſtructed by Yerbal 
Teaching, as to be Grounded, and 
Settled in the Faith of Chriſt; ; and 
to be able to give to every one that 
acheth him, a Reaſon of the Hope that 
is in him, Hence it follows, that 

| SY - though 
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5. That it be made an invariable 
Rule, that, once in the Week, at 
leaſt, a certain Part of the School- 
Hours be employed in inculcating 
on the Minds of their Scholars the 
various Branches of their Duty to 
God; to their Neighbour and to 
in giving them an utter 
Abhorrence of the Odiouſneſs of 
Vice, and Profaneneſs; in ſhewing 
them the N eceſſity of avoiding bad 
Company; - and in general, of ſeaſon- 
ing their tender Minds with the 
Love of Religion, and Virtue, and 
with the Abhorrence of m and 
Wickedneſs. 


6. When the Difficulty of Read- 
ing hath been ſurmounted ; then, 
and not till then, it will be pro- 


per 
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per to give them ſelect Parts of * 
the Old, and New Teſtaments, for 
daily Leſſons. After each Leſſon, the 
Book may be cloſed: and the Chil- 
dren may be required to give the beſt 
Account, that they are able, of the 
Contents: after which, they are to 
be more fully inſtructed in them, by 
the Maſters. It is too obvious to be 
mentioned, that the Children know- 
ing beforchand, that this will be 
required of them, will be induced 
to come better prepared, not only, as 
to the Reading, but, in ſome De- 

gree, as to the Underſtanding of what 
they Read. ar 


4 Babe And, 


As to the Bible being made Uſe of as a 
School-Book, that is to ſay, as a Book to teach 
the Engliſh Scholar to Read the Enghſh Lan- 
guage, the Improprietyi of making his Uſe of 
TrzzBook, it is believed, will plead effectually 
(if duly conſidered) for its Abolition, 
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And, 9. With reſpe& to that ex- 
cellent Compendium of Faith, and 
Practice, the Church-Catechiſm;” 
it appears to be a more natural, and 
more eligible Method, that a com- 
petent Knowledge of its Contents 
ſhould precede the Repetition of it, 
rather than that Repetition ſhould 
precede Knowledge. Since it is poſ- 
ſible, that Children may be taught 
to repeat the whole Catechiſm with 
the greateſt Exactneſs by Heart, 
without having received the Know- 
ledge of the Contents of it into their 
Hearts; it is ſubmitted, whether it 
may not be proper, that no more 
than one Rueftion, and Anſwer be 
given them at a time — When they 
have Read the Anſwer ſeveral times, 
and have been Inſtructed in the 
Meaning of the Words, in a manner, 
and to a ages ſuited to their tender 
- Capa- 
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Capacities, they may be required to 
get it by Heart: and then, to pro- 
ceed in the ſame Method to the ſe- 
cond Anſwer ; and ſo on, © till the 
Whole of the Catechi/m be gone 
through.” After this, they may be 
required to Repeat it; when they 
may be asked the Meaning of Ex- 
preſſions in each Anſwer; that it 
may appear, what Degree of Knows- 
ledge they have attained already, 
and what Neceſlity there is for their 
—_ more _ Inſtructed in it. 


When th Time is come, that 
theſe poor Children, (who, moſt 
happily for them, have been Objects 
of the humane, and truly Chriſtian 
Compaſſion of the Public, ) are to 
leave School; A Bible, Common- 
Book, and ſuch other Books, or 
W as ſhall. be thought moſt 


Proper 
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proper, may be given to them: and 
at the fame time, a written, ſolemn, 
earneſt, affectionate Charge, con- 
cerning the Duty, and Neceſſity of 
a religious, ſober, and induſtrious 
Life, may be firſt, Pronounced. by 
the Miniſter of the-Pariſh,- and then 
Delivered into their Hands in his 
own Name, and in the Name of 
the reſt of the Wu and Guar- 
| dians. 

F = * Boys, it is ſuppoſed, that 
proper Maſters, after diligent, and 
faithful Inquiry, will have been found 
for them. Some of them will be 
ſent to ſerve their King, and Coun- 
try, in the Royal Navy. Others 
will be apprenticed to Merchant- 
men, or to Maſters of trading, and 
coaſting Veſſels. Some will be 
Bound to F armers, and Gardeners, 


and 
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and to other Maſters ; according. to 
the Diſcretion of © the Truſtees, and 


Guardians; and the Capacities, Age, 


and Strength of the Scholars. 


For the Girls; ſuch Apprentice- 


ſhips, and Services will be provided, 
as may be moſt ſuitable to their hum- 
ble Station; and may prove the moſt 
likely Method, through the Bleſſing 
of Almighty Gop, of ſecuring them 
in a State of Induſtry, Virtue, and 
Religion. 


It is fairly allowable to ſuppoſe, 
that they who ſhall have had the 


Happineſs to have received the in- 


eſtimable Benefit of truly Chr ian 


Education in theſe Schools, will 
prove a moſt valuable Acquiſition 
to the Public. Neglected, there is 


the juſteſt Reaſon to apprehend, that | 


they 


65 
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K 
they would have been Peſts; re- 
garded, there is the faireſt Proſpect, 


that they wilt be found' to be fo 
many Bleflings to the Community. 


Religious, honeſt, ſober, peacea- 
ble, induſtrious, they will continue 
to enjoy the Protection, and Favour 
of Cop Almighty ; the Eſteem of all 
good Men, and (that ineſtimable 

Privilege!) the Enjoyment of them- 
ſelves. 


Whatever is their Employment, 
and wherever it is exerciſed, they 
will be living Witneſſes of the Pow- 
er, and Truth of the Goſpel of our 
Salvation. They will ſpeak a Lan- 
guage of aan (the Language 
of good Example, ) which will not 
fail to attract the Attention of their 


Superiors. 


Parents, 


E 
Parents, who are able to provide 
for the Education of their Children; 
when they hear of, or ſee, the many 
bright Examples of Religion, and 
Virtue, which ſhine from Perſons, 
who through the Poverty of their Pa- 
rents, were educated at the Chari- 

table Expence of the Public, and af- 
ter ward, were put into a Way of 
Earning their own Bread, with Cre- 

dit to themſelves, with Satisfaction 
to their Benefactors, and with Emo- 
lument to Civil Society; theſe Pa- 
rents, it may be ſuppoſed, will be 
Solicitous, and by their joint Solicita- 
tion, will be able to procure, that 
the ſame Plan of Inſtruction, which, 
through the Aid of Divine Grace, 
hath had ſuch happy Influence on 
the Conduct of the pooreſt Chil- 
dren, may be introduced into, and 
; Ke: pur- 
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n 
purſued in thoſe Schools, unto which 
their Children are ſent. 


The ſame Cauſe produceth the 
ſame Effet. Now, when Chriſtian 
Education ſhall have proceeded. thus 
far, as to be able to exhibit nume- 


| rous Inſtances of Young People of 


the lower Claſſes in Life, who are 
Chriſtians, not in /Veme only, but 
in Reality; the Conſequence of ſuch 
convincing Evidence of the Power of 
the Chriſtian Religion, will ſtand 


fully in the View of Perſons of Rank, 


and Property.—They will be ask- 
ing themſelves, and will be asking 
others; How comes it to paſs, that 


ſo large a Body of People of inferior 


Stations, are ſo greatly ſuperior in 


reſpect to the Government of them- 


ſelves; the Government of their 


Words, and Actions, to thoſe, who, 
in 
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in common Speech, are called ce their 
Betters?” Is it to be imagined, 
that they are Superior in the natu- 
tural Endowments of the Mind ?— 
How is it, that they have been ena- 


bled thus to excel in Virtue? Theſe 


Queſtions, and Queſtions ſimilar to 
theſe, will lead to the important In- 
quiry ;—* Is it abſolutely certain, 
that the Education of the Children 
of the Rich, is ſo perfect, in all 
Reſpects, as to admit of no Improve- 
ment! oh 


Ik, on ſerious, calm, impartial Ex- 
amination (which the momentous 


Subject appears to have undoubted 


Claim to,) it ſhall be found, that 
the Queſtion muſt be anſwered in 
the Negative: What is the Conſe- 
quence? Perſons of Honour, and 
Ingenuity, will be forming the Wiſh, 
P 2 will 
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will be uniting their Endeavours, 
(and is it unreaſonable to ſuppoſe, 
that their ſincere, hearty, perſevering 
Endeavours will prevail?) that, in 
all Places of Education, public, or 
domeſtic, firſt Attention may be paid 
to the Imprinting on the Hearts, and 
Minds of the Scholars, the Know- 
ledge of that moſt holy Religion, in- 
to which they have been Baptized. 
The Foundation being laid on this 
Rock; there will be the moſt reaſon- 
able Ground to hope, and believe, 
that through the alone Merits, and 
Mediation of the Divine Founder of 
this heavenly Religion, and through 
the Divine Bleſſing on the pious 
Inſtruction of their Parents, and Go- 
vernors, it will become the Ruling 
Principle, in their Thoughts, Words, 
and Actions, during their Abode on 
Earth. Their Paſſions, and Deſires 

- will 
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will be in Subjection to Reaſon, and 
Reaſon will clearly evince the abſo- 
lute Neceſlity of being truly thank- 
ful for, and uniformly obedient to 
| * Dictates of Divine Revelation. 
With regard to the other Sex, it is 
to be obſerved, that, till within theſe 
few Years, the Art of Speaking, 
Reading, and Writing the Engliſh 
Language, with Propriety, had but a 
ſmall Share in female Education. It 
is now become: Matter out of Diſ- 
pute, that Acquiſition of the juſt- 
mentioned Knowledge of their Native 
Tongue, is a Mark of due Reſpect 
to the Native Country; and that, 
without it, the Work of Education 
muſt be left Unfiniſhed. - But, as 
firſt Attention belongs to the form- 
ing of their Minds to the Knowledge 
of the Nature, Neceſſity, and Bene- 
fit of true Religion, and Virtue ; 
P 3 faithful 
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faithful Inſtruction in theſe Particu- 
lars lays undoubted Claim to f, 
Regard; and will not fail to repay 
all thoſe who are ſo happy as to re- 
ceive this Inſtruction, with abundant 
Intereſt. - They will be prepared for 
the due Diſcharge of all thoſe Du- 
ties, which the Providence of Gon 
may call them to, in the bature Courſe 
of — Lives 5 8 


As to he; al are intruſted 
with the arduous, and important Of- 
fice of the Education of Youth, ei- 
ther in public Schools, or in private 
Houſes; Candor prompts to the Sup- 
poſition, that, previouſly to their Un- 
dertaking to be Maſters of Others, 
they will avail themſelves of every 
Help, offered by Reaſon, and Reve- 
lation, which may enable them to 
be Maſters of themſelves. Sudden 
Illis 1 Guſts 


BE 
Gufts of ' Paſſion, always indecent, 


ſometimes miſchievous, terrify, and 


weaken the Minds of Children ; and 
tend to alienate them from the Love 


of Literature, and alſo from the 
Eſteem of him, who takes this ſtormy 
Method of driving it upon them, 
and of beating it unto them. Hu- 
manity, Reaſon, and Religion con- 
ſpire in the Requeſt, that the Path of 


Learning may be rendered as ſmooth, 
and as pleaſant, as due Subordina- 
tion, and Difference of Tempers, and 
Capacities, will allow; and alſo that 
indecent Modes of Correction may not 
be ſuffered to plead Preſeription; 
nor conſequently to bring the Maſter 
under the Cenſure of Want' of Judg- 
ment in the Manner of expoſing the 
Scholar to Puniſhment; nor ſubject 
the Scholar, (all things conſidered,) 
to the Indignity of ſuch Expoſure. - 

P 4 _ When 
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When Neceſſity compelleth to Cor 
rection, which unqueſtionably admits 
of Propriety and Impropriety, as to 
Manner and Meaſure, the Party 
corrected may be made ſenſible, that 


the Whole of the Puniſhment doth 


not reſt on him. Reflection of this 
Sort will fink deep into the Mind of 


a Young Perſon of an Ingenuous Diſ- 


poſition; and will naturally tend to 


render the Occaſion of Correction 
leſs frequent, with regard to himſelf. 


The Scholars are inſtructed in the 
Belief, and Practice of that moſt ho- 
ly Religion; whoſe Ways are Ways 
of Pleaſantneſs, and all ber Paths 
Peace. | 


The Maſters will think that Time 
well beſtowed, which is employed 
by them in cautioning their Pupils, 
by r Topic, drawn from Reaſon, 

and 


UL] = 
and Revelation, againſt the Impiety, 
and Abſurdity, of an * indevout, 
and careleſs Frame of Mind in the 
very Act of ſolemn Devotion. T hey 
make it plain to their Underſtandings, 
that, even among Men, to come be- 
fore a Perſon, who we are ſure is 
willing and able to grant our Pe- 
tition, and to utter Words before 
him, expreſſive of our Wants; and, 
at the ſame time, never once to re- 
flect, that we are Speaking to him; 
nor to ſhew, by our Behaviour, that 
we are in the leaſt concerned, whe- 
03.7 ther 


I know that Prayers are daily read in your 
Schools, and that the Children are brought regu- 
larly to the public Prayers of our Church. But, 
alas! Prayers may be heard, and read too, with- 
out praying: and Forms, that are mere Forms, 
deſtitute of inward Piety, are the Bane of Reli- 
gion. | 
Hehn“ s Sermon, preached at the e Yearly Meet- 
ing of the Children educated in the Charity- 

Schools of London, and Weſtminſter, A. D. 1734. 


1 
ther our Petition be granted or not, 
that ſuch Behaviour would argue 
great Irreverence toward our Superior; 
and ſtupid Diſregard of our on In- 
tereſt. But how is this Abſurdity 
aggravated, when we prefume to draw 
near unto Gop with our Lips, and 
our Hearts are far from him! Of all 
Irkſomneſs in the Diſchange of any 
Duty, Irkſomneſs in the Performance 
of the Duty of Prayer, is not only 
the moſt diſgraceful, but alſo the 
moſt pernicious. —The main Point is 
gained, when the Heart is given to 
Him, who hath the Right to demand 
it; and who, out of mere Kindneſs 
to us, doth demand it of us.-—As 
to the Babbling of the Lips, either in 
the ſolemn Act of Prayer, or in 
the ordinary Occurrences of Life, it 
tendeth only to P enury, Ae, as 


well as zemporal, | 
W When 
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When theſe momentous Truths 
have been duly inculcated, and duly 
received into the Heart; they will 
render the Knowledge of © the learn- 
ed Languages,” an Acquiſition of 
much greater Value to the Scholar. 

Concerning the Latin, and Greek 
Teſtaments being made Uſe of to 
teach Children the Latin, and Greek 
Tongues ; it muſt be ſubmitted 
again to Conſideration, whether in 
this Caſe alſo Appeal ought not to 
be lodged againſt Cuſtom. Ovught 

not the Drudgery of * Conſtruing 
and Parſing to be ſurmounted, be- 
fore Leſſons out of the juſt-mention- 
ed Sacred Books be called for? When 
à competent Knowled ge of Words in 


* Boys, who have been inſtructed in the Rules 
of Grammar, previouſly to their being ſent to 
public Schools, muſt have the Advantage of 
thoſe, who have not been inſtructed in them. 


. 
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the above-named Languages hath 


been acquired, the Minds of the 


Scholars will be more at Leiſure to 
receive Inſtruction in Things of the 
laſt ce. 


Due Regard to the Word of Gop 
demandeth, that every Leſſon out of 


the divinely-inſpired Writings, ought 


not to conſiſt merely of a Tale of 


Words conſtrued, and parſed; and 
when they have been delivered, then 
to proceed, in the ſame manner to 


another; but that they ought be con- 
ſidered as ſo many Lectures, tend- 


ing to make them, not only better 


Scholars, but, whch is infinitely pre- 


ferable, better Chriftians : — From 


the Obſervations pointed out by the 
Maſters, Delight and Profit will ac- 


crue to the Pupils; and their Pro- 


greſs in Literature will be attended 
with 
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with the Bleſſing of Him, in whom 
are hid all the Treaſures of Wiſdom, 
and Knowledge. 


When: the Inſtructed, through 
the Skill, Vigilance, and Fidelity of 
the Inſtructors, have acquired Abili- 
ty to Speak, to Read, and Write 
their Mative Tongue, with Proprie- 
ty ſuited to their Years; and when 
they have attained to a competent 
Knowledge of the learned Languages; 
it is to be ſuppoſed, that Some of 
them will be deſigned for the Service 
of their King, and Country, either 
in the Army, or in the Navy. — 
Others will be placed in the Way 
of Traffic, and Commerce, and of 
other Profeſſions, and Employments. 
Wherever they are, or whatever is 
their Occupation, they bear in their 
Minds a conſtant Senſe of the Di- 


vine 
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vine Preſence. They fear, and love 
their Creator, Redeemer, and San cti- 
fier; and they teſtify, that this Fear, 
and this Love are in their Hearts, 
by practically remembering the Words 
of their Crucified Saviour, © If Ye 
love me, keep my Commandments.” 
And again; — Why call Ye me 
Lozxp, Lord, and do not the Things 
which I ſay?” Thus adorning the 
Doctrine of Gop our Saviour in all 
Things, they will live in his Favour, 
and under his Protection. They will 
be Ornaments and Bleſſings to their 
Country, to their Friends, to their 
Families : and Death, at whatever 
Period it arrives, will be to them the 
Gate of Life. | 


The Stay of others in theſe Schools 
will be longer. During their Conti- 
nuance in them, it is ſuppoſed, that 
8 they 
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they are making daily Improvement. 
When it ſhall be thought proper for 
them to be ſent to thoſe higher Seats 
of Learning, ſtyled “ Univerſities,” 
they 'are placed under the Care of 
Tutors, who have been appointed 
to the, momentous Office of preſerv- 
ing Youth in the Paths of Religion, 
and Virtue ; of Inſtructing them in 
the various Branches of Literature ; 
and of Teaching by the bright, at- 
tractive, conſiſtent Force of Good 
Advice, and of Good en 


d be ned Claſſics” are che 
Books, which in every Point of View, 
will lay the juſteſt Claim to fir/f 
Attention. Secondary Knowledge 
will not be ſuffered to uſurp the Place 
of the frſt : but, as Order, as Rea- 
ſon, and Religion require, will be 
made Uſe of, in Subſerviency to it. 
What- 
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Whatever Profeſſion the Pupils 
are deſigned for; or whatever Scenes 
of Life, according to their reſpective 
Rank and Dignity, they may be en- 
gaged in, they bear it oontinually in 
Remembrance, that their Profeſſion, 
in the ſtricteſt Senſe of the Word, is 
Cbriſtianity. 5 


As to that particular Houſe of | 
Learning, of which they have been 
admitted Members; they reflect, that 
Humanity prompts them carefully to 
avoid every Action which may diſ- 
turb its Peace, or diſcredit its Repu- 
tation: that Reaſon directs them to 
a due Obſervance of its Rules; and 8 
that Religion enjoins conſtant obe 
dience to Gop, dutiful Submiſſion to 
guperiors, and courteous, affable Be- 


haviour toward All. 85 
With 


4: 1 

With reſpect to the learned Com- 
munity, into which they have been 
Matriculated, or Regiſtered, it will 
be a Mark of Wiſdom, and of juſt 
Regard to Decorum, to teſtify by 
the Tenor of their Behaviour, that 
the following Truths have been duly 
revolved in their Minds, © If there 
was Poſſibility, that one Place could 
be more improper than another, for 
Scenes of Luxury, Diſſipation, and 
Riot; that Place muſt be numbered 


among the moſt improperones, which, 


by Authority, and by the Munifi- 
_ cence of Founders, and Benefactors, 
hath been Set apart for the Cultiva- 
tion of Religion, and Virtue; and 
for the Advancement of Learning in 
its various Branches.” — And again, 
« Health of Body is preſerved by 
Temperance: and Temperance is a 


. 
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neceſſary Preſervative of Health of the 
Mind. . | 


| As to thoſe in particular, who are 
deſigned for the Sacred Office of 
Steward of the Myſteries of God, — 
of Watchmen, and of Shepherd's of 
the Flock of Chriſt; they will conſi- 
der, that it is required in Stewards, 
that a Man be found faithful ; and 
that, Courage, Fidelity, and Vigi- 
lance are neceſſary Parts of the Cha- 
racter of Watchmen, and Shepherds. 
Every Hint, every Caution, and Di- 


rection, which they ſhall receive from 
their Governors, and Tutors, fink 


into their Hearts; and it may be ho- 
ped, and believed, will Produce the 
deſired, Efii ect. Sat 


— 


4 When the "Ty ime, is. come for theis 
N Preſenting themſelves, with becom- 


ing 


> 9 

ing Modeſty, and with becoming 
Readineſs, ' to the Examination of 
thoſe ſuperior Paſtots, whoſe Office 
it i is to admit them into the Miniſtry; . 
their well-atteſted Characters, and 
their. Pr rey: Abilities, will fot 
fail to reflect Honour on their In- 
ſtructors; to procure to themſelves 
Eſteem; and to give Pleaſure to 
thoſe, by Whom they ate to receive 
Impoſition of Hands for the 2 
unto! Which they {hall be appointed. 

e Ottlination - Seaſons” will "a 
Seaſons of mutual Delight, and holy 
*R ejoiving," inaſmuch as the faireſt 
Proſpect will be opened, that the 
Work of the Loxp of the Harveſt will 
"ptoſper i in” the hands of thoſe, who 


Ake thus ſent into his Harveſt. 
| | & 


4p The various * of Duty be- 


ſong to the Paſtoral Office have 
Q_ >. been 


2 
. 
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been the Subjects of their ſerious 
Thoughts, and devout Meditations, 
long before their Admiſſion to it; 
and now they are to enter upon it, 


„5 0 ©. 


Almi gh ty God „ and the / RR 
of thoſe, for whom Chrif died, — 
Time, and Obſervation bring them 
acquainted with the Tempers, and 
Dil * of their Pariſhioners, 7 


$4 The Affection, which Reaſon _ 
Religion require ſhould ſubſiſt be- 
tween the Miniſters, and their Peo- 


ple, increaſeth daily. They ſeek not 


' theirs, but them, In their Tongue 
is the Law of Kindneſs. Whatever 
little Differences may ariſe within 
their reſpective Diſtricts, they ſtrive, 
by every Method ſuggeſted by Pru- 
dence and Charity, to put a Stop to 
them. And as to Diſeaſes, which, 


at 
* 


1 

at any Time the Pooreſt of their Pa- 
riſhioners may labour under; it is 
not improbable, that they may have 
thought it expedient for them to have 
acquired ſo much Skill in Medicine, 
as, in all common Caſes, to ap- 
ply proper Remedies; and where 
the leaſt Difficulty occurs, they will 
endeavour to procure Aſſiſtance. 


The Pariſhioners ſee the truly Hu- 
mane, and Chriſtian Concern of 
their Miniſters for the temporal, and 
ſpiritual Welfare of the People com- 
mitted to their Charge. They ac- 
knowledge it with Expreſſions of Gra- 
titude, and chearfully repay it with 
Acts of Kindneſs. Mutual Good- 
Will, and the heart-felt Joy ariſing 
from ſincere Friendſhip, give de- 
lightful Foretaſtes of the Unmixed 
<3 — ' 


E 
Happineſs which awaits them in 4 
better World. 


With reſpect to the public Offices 
of Religion ; the faithful Servants of 
the moſt High God think themſelves 
Bound to uſe their beſt Endeavours to 
perform them with all the Solemnity, 
and Propriety, which a due Senſe of 
the Divine Majeſty, and the Nature 
of the Work in which they are en- 
gaged, will imprint on their Hearts 
and Minds. They celebrate the zwo 
Cpbriſtian Sacraments conformably to 
that Part of the Liturgy, called © Ru- 
brics; to the Whole of which ſacred 
Compoſition they ſtudy to give that 
Variety of Elocution, which is natu- 
tural, and graceful. This is their 
Behaviour in the Houſe of God: out 
of it, they live under clear Convic- 
tion of the abſolute Neceſſity, that 

the 


the whole Tenor of their Conduct 


ought be a living Comment on the 
important Truths which they teach 
within it. Under the Guidance of 
Wiſdom, Diſcretion, 'and Charity, 


they are rebuking, and' reclaiming 
the Vicious; ſettling the Wavering; - 
comforting the Afflicted; confirming 


the Good; and, in genen, acting the 
Part of ſincere Friendſhip toward All. 


They are diligent in Attendance on 


the Bed of Sickneſs. In this trying 


Hour, Exhortation, Advice, and 


Comfort, are given with F idelity, 
Skill, and Tenderneſs: and the Sa- 
crament of the Loxp's Supper is ad- 
miniſtered with fervent Devotion. If 


it pleaſeth the All-wiſe Diſpoſer of 
all Events, that he Stckne)s be not 
unto Death, they join in Acts of pri- 
vate, and public Thankſgiving. — 


And when the Sick Perſon is at the 


Q 4 Point 
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Point of Departure; with tender 
Emotions of the affected Heart, they 
commend his Soul into the Hands of 
a faithful Creator, and moſt merci- 
ful Saviour. — They part in well 
grounded Hope to meet again. 


The Priſon-door hath been open- 


ed. — The Spirit having quitted its 


earthly Tabernacle, is carried by An- 


gels 1 into Paradiſe. 


The Minds of Fi weeping ] Rela- 
tives are fortified with Arguments 
of Conſolation, drawn from the Re- 
ligion of Him, who is the Reſurrec- 


tion, and the Life; in whom he that 


believeth, though he were Dead, yet 


ſpall be live: and whoſoever liverh, 


and believetb in bim, A never Die. 


Wben n for Jecent In- 
FE terme nt 


terment "TI bag fniſhed; j this: ſo- 
lemn Knell ſummons the Friends of 
the Deceaſed to follow the c_ to 
its ſacred 3 


The Miniſter, arrayed in a Veſt- 
ment, which, in Scripture Language, * 
is (repreſents) the Righteouſneſs of 
Saints, is waiting to receive it, Dur- 
ing the Life- time of the Deceaſed, 
he faithfully performed toward him 

the Duties of his Office; and he now 
attends to perform the laſt. — He 
walks before the Corps, pronounc- 
ing thoſe Sentences, which the Wiſ 
dom and Piety of the Church hath 
| EY ON this ſolemn Occaſion, 


The Air of wb Triokiph, with 
which the Servant of Chriff Jeſus thus 
begins the Service; and the Devo- 


tion 
* Rev. uh $—14, 


[ 234 J 
tion with which he performs the 
Whole of it, affects the Hearts of the 
Attendants, with Sentiments becom- 
ing Men and Chriſtians. 


Laſtly, When theſe faithful La- 
bourers in the Vineyard of their Divine 
Maſter, are called hence to enter in- 
to the Joy of their Lok, they will 
live in the Memory of thoſe, who, 
through their Inſtruction, have been 
grounded and ſettled in the Truth. 


Succeſſors, impreſſed with the ſame 
Senſe of Duty, which actuated their 
Predeceſſors, carry on the ſame Work 
of Faith, and Labour, which pro- 
ceedeth of Love; and have the Hap- 
pineſs to find, that the Work of the 
Lozp continueth to Proſper in their 


Hands. 3 
Through 


L 

Through the Bleſſing of Gap. on 
Cbriſtian Education, and on the Zeal, 
Prudence, and Fidelity of thoſe Who 
wait at the Altar, the Sun of Righ- 
teouſneſs ſhineth on the Minds, and 
influenceth the Hearts of thoſe Chriſ- 
tians, who live within the Pale of 
the Churches of Eng land, and Ire- 
land, The natural RO NEE of 
an Event ſo deſirable, and ſo mo- 
mentous, will be this, Greater 
Union among Proteſtants of all De- 
nominations. When theſe behold the 
Members of the juſt - mentioned 
Churches walking in the Truth, and 
adorning the Doctrine of God our 


Saviour in all things; ; they will be 


led. to glorify Gop on their behalf, 
and to report that He is with them, 
and owns them as his Children, 
Hence it will occur unavoidably to 


their Thoughts, that thoſe Prayers, 


Praiſes, 


— —— > 
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Praiſes, and Thankſgivings, which 
the Wiſdom, and Piety of the faid 
Churches have compiled, and which 
have been ratified under the Sanction 
of © Authority,” are accepted by 
Him who heareth Prayer; and that 
decent and fignificant Ceremonies are 

not Diſpleaſing to Him. 


With their Brethren thus confeſſedly 
favoured, they will join with Readi- 
neſs in Acts of public Devotion. 


Now, when they, who, with Un- 
animity, bear Teſtimony againſt the 
Errors of the Roman Church, and 
who live under the Protection of the 
fame Government, come to be more 
and more United: the joyful Ac- 
count will be brought to the Ears of 
all Proteſtants in all Parts of the Chri/- 


tian World. The Report of the 
Means, 


UE 


Means, by which this happy Union 
was effected, will bring with it this 
Admonition, Go Ye, and Do like- 
wiſe:” | Go Ye, and, in Reliance 
on Divine Aid, make Uſe of every 


Method pointed out to You by the 
Goſpel of Chriff Feſus, to become 
Reformed, not only in Doctrine, but 
alſo in Life, and Converſation. In 
a Word, Be Ye careful to give the 
only true Evidence, which can be giv- 
en of the Reality of your Faith, the 
Evidence of Obedience,” 


* "I ſtands ever ready. to 
aſſiſt theſe, and ſimilar Admoni- 
tions, and to reduce them to Prac- 
tice. And when the happy Time 
ſhall come,(may i it be nearly approach- 
ing!) when the Beauty of Holineſs 
ſhall ſhine in its native Luſtre and 
Strength, from the Lives, and Con- 

verſation 


= +. 
verſationof ſo many Myriads of Chriſ- 
tians: a Report and a Sight ſo al- 
together lovely, will ſtrike moſt pow- 
erfully on the "Thoughts of thoſe, 
who are Members of the Eaftern and 
of the Weftern Church. Thcorii- 
paſſed with fo great a Cloud of Wit- 
neſſes of the Power of Chriftianity, 
they will begin to doubt, (1.) Whe- 
ther it be abſolutely certain, that their 
Minds are perfectly free from Preju- 


dice: and, (2. Whether it can have 
its Foundation on Reaſon, ind Reve- 
lation, to brand thoſe with the odious 
Names of Schiſmatics,” a IN * He- 
ritics,“ who live 12 by, 7 heco, 
"and /oberly, in thi preſen 1 Word. 
From Poubting, i Trat tion will 
be caſy and natural to the Hefe 
of ede the real Ffötlhes, on 
Which the Separation of theſe Ae 


ed ) g ch; iſmarics, are Grounded. This 
Deſire 
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Deſire will excite ſerious Thoughts 
of Heart concerning the Prohibition 
of Inquiry, in Matters of religious 
Concern. And the Difficulty will 
not be great in diſcerning, that Dread 
of Diſcovery gave Riſe to this Prohibi- 
tion. Hence they will be encourag- 
ed to Search the. Scriptures daily, 
and to comparè Oral. Traditions of 
fallible Men, with the written Tra- 
ditions of the infallible Gop, The 
Light of Truth, Revealed in the di- 
vinely-inſpired Writings, will Ariſe 
and Shine upon their Minds, and 
chaſe away the Miſts of Errors, in- 
deared by Cuſtom, and fortified by 
will be found, and acknowledged to 
be the ſole Prerogative of the Man, 
Chriſt Jeſus: and as to the Doctrine 
of Franſubſtantiation, it will not be 
dured any * to diſgrace, to 


_ darken, 
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darken, and to bewitch the Under- 
ſtandings of Men. 


Under the Guidance of the holy 
Scriptures, they will be convinced, 
that bodily Exerciſe profiteth little; 
and that it is Godlineſs alone, which 
hath Promiſe of the Life that now 
is, and of that which is to come. 
When Gop ſhall be worſhipped in Spi- 
rit, and in Truth; when they that 
name the Name of Chrift ſhall depart. 
from Iniquity : when the whole Body 
of Chriſtians ſhall keep themſelves 
from Idols, outward, and inward ; 
from the former, as Objects of "WY 
ration, and Repreſentatives of Saints 
departed ; and from the latter, as 
the Iſſue of vain Fancies and Deſires; 
in a Word, when Chriſt, according 
to the Prayer of the Apoſtle for his 
Ephefians, ſhall dwell in the Hearts 


of 


of Chri iftians, by" Faith; how is it 
poſſible, that the Brightneſs, and 
Force of zhis Evidence of the Truth 
of Chriftianity ſhould be concealed 
from the Heathen World] RT 


5 hall co come to 0» that by Moun- 
tain of the Houſe of the Lord ſhall 
be eftabliſhed in the top of 2 the Moun- 
tains, and it ſhall be 8 above the 
Hills; and People ſhall flow unto it. 
And many NV ations ſhall come, and 
Jay, © Come, and let us go up to the 
Mountain of the Lord, and to the 
Houſe of the God of Jacob: and He 
will teach us of his M. ays, and we will 
walk in his Paths :” for the Law 
ſhall go forth of Zion, and the W, ord 
of the . Lord from Teruſalem. — 
There ſhall come People and the Inbabi- 
tants of many Cities: and the Inbabi- 
tants of one City ſhall go to another, 


R ſaying 
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Jaying, Let us go ſpeedily to pray 
before the Lord, and to ſeek the 
Lord of Hoſts; I will go alſo. 
Yea, many People, and firong Wa- 
tions ſhall come to ſeek the Lord of 
Hoſts in Feruſalem, and to pray be- 
fore the Lord. 


In thoſe Days it ſhall come to 5 
that ten Men ſhall take bold out of all 
Languages of the ations, even ſhall 
take hold of the Skirt of him that is a 
Few, ſaying © We will go with You; 
for we have heard that God is with 
You.” Theſe Predictions of Micah, 

and Zechariah, though ſpoken un- 
der the Name of the Jewiſb, will re- 
ceive their Accompliſhment in the 
Chriſtian Church. And again, it 
is foretold by Daniel, that Many ſhall 
run to and fro, and Knowledge ſhall 
be rag Many will go with 
Specd, 


- | 8 1 
Speed, and Alacrity, from Chriſtian 
unto Heathen Countries; will apply 
themſelves with Diligence to learn 
their Languages; and will bring unto 
them the Glad Tidings of Salvation; 
and Many from among the Heathens 
will be ſent unto Chriſtiam Kingdoms, 
and Nations, in order to be inſtruct- 
ed in their Languages, in their Cuſ- 
toms, and in their Religion; and af- 
terward, to become Inſtructors to 
their own Countrymen. Thus Chri/- 
tian Knowledge will be increaſed, = 


Now, it is believed, that no Per- 
ſon, who thinks on this Subject, 
with that Degree of Attention which 
the Importance of it hath juſt Claim 
to, will venture to aſſert with Pe- 
remptorineſs, that the Force of good 
Example, and of Zeal, guided by 
Diſcretion, ſhining throughout the 

| " whole 
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whole Chriftian World, may not re- 
ceive that Bleſſing from on High, 
which may be ſufficient to diffuſe the 
Religion of Him, who is the Light 
and the Life of Men, to all thoſe who 
fit in Darkneſs, and in the Shadow 
of Death.—The Civilized Afatic, 
the Uncultivated African, the Wild 
American, and the benighted Euro- 
bean, without the Uſe of eætraordi- 
nary Means, by {ceing, and by hear- 
ing of the Good Works of the whole 
Society of CBriſtiaus, may be brought 
to glorify our Fatber who is in Hea- 
ven: and to ſay, What have we 
to do any more with Idols. Who 
are theſe," that fly as a Cloud, and 
as the Doves to their Windows? 
Surely the Ifles ſhall wait for Him. 
The Gentiles ſhall come to his 
Light, and Kings to the Brightneſs 
of his * 

2. As 
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2. As to the numerg@us Followers 
of the Illiterate Prophet, (Mobam- 
med introduceth Goo himſelf, giving 
him * this Title) is there not: juſt 
Ground to hope, and believe, that, 
if the whole Church of Chriſt payed 
Univerſal Obedience to their Divine 
Lord, and Maſter; the Mobamme- 
dans would be induced to inquire in- 
to the Cauſes, why Chriſtians are more 
excellent than their Neighbours? 
The faireſt, and moſt obvious Me- 
thod of obtaining Satisfaction, as to 
this momentous Particular, will be 
by Comparing the Records, intit- 
led, The Gofet, and The Kordn. 
Their Judgment, even in Spite of 
the Prejudice of Education, through 
the Divine Bleſſing on the Medium 
of this Compariſon, will not meet 
with long Delays in e chis In- 
r iy 
in P, 15. Chap. vii. 
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quiry to juſt Concluſion, — Fables 
of fanciful Jes, and Chriſtians, paſſ- 
ed off as ſo many Revelations ſent 
down to Mohammed from Heaven; 
his Night-Journey from the Temple 
of Mecca, to the temple of Feruſa- 
lem, and from thence through the 
Seven Heavens to the Preſence of God; 
and the God of Purity introduced, as 
Abetting him in his Segſuality; thee, 


amid divers other : flagrant Inſtances 


of Hypocriſy, will not fail to open the 
Eyes of his deluded Vaſſals aud to 


convict him of Impoſture. 


* 
5 


What 0 6 bath Light 2 


Darkneſs? What Concord. hath Cbriſt 


with Belial? «© Great is the Truth); 


and it will prevail: It dreads no- 
thing but Concealmenk. 50 ein 10 


Lafth, Wich h eſpe to he is Foe ; 
, i there 


EY 


there doth not appear tobe Unreaſon- 
ableneſs in the Suppoſition, that, 
when they ſhall behold the Precepts 
of the Goſpel, duly exemplified in 


the Lives of Chriſtians, many Indi- 


viduals of this People will ſue for 
Admiſſion into the Chriſtian Church: 
and we are aſſured by the Word of 
Truth, that, when the Fulneſs of the 
Gentiles ſhall come in, All Iſrael ſhall 
be ſaved. There will be one Fold, and 


one Shepherd; unto whom will have 


been given the Heathen for his Inhe- 


ritance, and the utmoſt Parts of the 
Earth for his Poſſeſſion. He will be 


a Light to inlighten the Gentiles ; 
and He will be the Glory of his Peo- 


Pie. 


* 


God forbid! that we ſhould pre- 
fume to aſſert, that this, or that, 
Will be the Method, by which he 

R 4 King- 


re 


1 

Kingdoms of, be Earth ſhall become 
_ the K. Ing aoms of the LORD, and of 
his Chrift. In his own Time, and in 
his own Way, He will ariſe, and 
maintain his own Cauſe, and will 
Vindicate the Purity, and | Wiſ- 
dom of Divine Revelation, from the 
Impurity, and Folly of human In- 
ventions. The Times, and the Sea- 
ſons are in his Hands; and He giveth 
not Account of any of his Matters. — 
All that is meant by. what hath been 
offeredin the e Pages, amounts 
to this. 


The Religion, which IMMA- 
NUEL came into the World to eſta- 
bliſh in the Hearts of Men, is the 
Religion by which Human Nature 
is to be reſtored to its Original Inte- 
grity. If this Divine Diſpenſation to 


the Deſcendents of the fallen Parents J 
of 
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of the Human Race, (ſuſfer it to be 
Repeated,) was duly Honoured, that 
is to ſay, was duly Believed, and 
Practiſed by its Profeſſors, it is not 
impoſſible, nor even improbable, that 
the Light of the Goſpel, ſhining in 
its Strength, and Beauty, in the holy 
Lives, and Converſations of ſo many 
Millions of Chriſtiaus, like the Light 
of the Morning, might ſhine more 
and more unto perfect Day. In 
other Words thus; that Religion, 
which, in its Beginning, was Propa- 
gated by Miracles, through the 
Brightneſs, and Force of good Ex 
ample, beginning from the loweſt, 
and aſcending unto the higheſt; Or- 
ders of Men in the Chriſtian World, 
and through the Bleſſing of the Al- 
mighty on the Zeal, and Fidelity of 
his People, might become Univerſal, 
with out M iracles. 


When 


When John, the Baptiſt, ſent two 
of his Diſciples to inquire of Feſws of 
Nazareth, whether He was the Per- 
ſon who was to Come into the World, 
or, they were to look for Another? one 
of the Tokens referred unto by the 
Bleſſed Jeſus, that He was the Chriſt, 
was this, The Poor, faith He, 
have the 1 nn unto them.“ 


"If all the Children of the Pb 
within the Pale of the Churches of 
England, and Ireland, were to re- 
ecive the ineſtimable Benefit of Early, 
and truly Chriftian Education, who 
would venture to limit the Effects, 
which, through Divine Bleſling, 
might iſſue from this Humane, 
this truly Patriotic, truly Chriſ- 
tian Undertaking? Who would 
chuſe to deſpiſe the Day of theſe 
imall * Out of the Mouths of 

theſe 
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theſe Babes, might be ordained 
Strength, which, under the Guidance 
of the Almighty, might become Ex- 


tenſive to a Degree little CE of 
at preſent. 10137 5 


| „One Thing @ecrtain: fincere, pru- 

dent, perſevering Endeavours to reſi 
cue our Fellow-Creatures of the 
loweſt Rank from a State of Igno- 
rance, and Wickedneſs; and to bring 
khem into a State of Chriſtian Know- 
ledge, Induſtry, and Virtue, will be 
a Work pleaſing to the Divine Au- 
thor and Finiſher of dur Faith; will 
be- following his Steps; and, it may 
be pronounced with the utmoſt 
Safety, will prove one of the moſt 
likely Means to draw down the Bleſs- 
ing of Him, by whom Kings reigns, 
Mind rer deere ee e 1 


„ 


ST 1 

As the ' Caſe ſtands at preſent; ; 
Civil Society is greatly diſgraced, is 
greatly injured by numerous Gangs 
of Thieves, Houſe-breakers, High- 
way Robbers, and other Creatures 
of Prey, and Deſtruction, in human 
Shape.—Miſerably thoughtleſs ! mi- 
ſerably - deluded, and deluding Peo- 
ple! They are terrifying and injuring 
their Neighbours | They are con- 
ſuming in Riot and Wickedneſs, what 
they poſſeſs themſelves of by Fraud 
and Violence. And they are expoſ- 
ing themſelves to the Hazard of being 
Apprehended, — Arraigned, —Con- 
victed Condemned to Baniſhrhens 
at: to hats . 


"When it is bn of, or ſeen, that 
the moſt Atrocious of theſe Enemies 
of their Country, (and as ſuch, | the 
moſt cruel Enemies of themſelves,) 
are 


L908 3 

are carried to the Place of public Ex- 
ecution ; Reflections, ſimilar to the 
following, may occur to the Mind.— 
« It theſe miſerable Creatures, againſt 
whom Extirpation from Society hath 
been Decreed, had been duly Inſtruct- 
ed, had been duly. Grounded, and 
Settled in the Principles of the Chri/- 
tian Religion from their Childhood. ; 
it is poſſible, it is probable, it is, to 
a degree, certain, that they would 
not have come to this untimely, un- 
happy End. Inſtead of having been 
Peſts; in their humble Walk of Life, 
they might have been Ornaments, 
and Bleſſings to the Community. 
But now, they are launching into 
Eternity | Every Benefit, which might 
have accrued from the honeſt Labour 
of their Hands; —and from their 
good and virtuous Examples, 1s loſt. 
to their Country, —to their Relations, 

to 
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— to their Friends, —to themſelves ! 
"ow ſuch Benet is lolk for ever!“ 


10 A it is ſubmitted to 
calm, ſerious, devout Conſideration, 
(r.) Whether the Charitable Under- 
taking, which hath been the Subject 
of the foregoing Pages, hath not di- 
rect Tendency, in the Courle of not 
many Years after its Eſtabliſhment, to 
leflen the Poor- Rate, by gradually leſ- 
ſening the Number of thoſe, who ſue 
for Parochial Relief? (3.) Whether, 
this gradual Diminution of the Poor- 


Rate, will not be a ſure Token of the 


Increaſeof aSpirit of Religion, Virtue, 
and Induſtry, among the lower 
Claſſes of Mankind? Conſequently, 
(3.) Whether the neceſſary Expenſe 
attending a Work, in which the pub- 
lic u elfare is ſo nearly concerned, 

will 
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wa not Pay abundant Intereſt to its 
kind Friends, and prudent Support- 


ters? But, it muſt not be forgotten, 
that, theſe temporal Advantages ſtand 
cloſely connected with thoſe forritual 
ones, which, through the infinite 


Bounty of the King of Glory, will 


be conferred on 18 Fathers of the 


Poor, 


— 


View this propoſed Work of Faith, 


and Labour, which proceedeth of 
Love, in the Light of an Act of Gra- 
titude (and all our Works, the beſt 
of them are to be conſidered in no 
other Light, than as A&s of Grati- 
tude,) to our Bleſſed, Holy, Alone- 
meritorious Redeemer; it will Speak 


— for itſelf, It will ſtand in no Need 


of human Perſuaſives. It will carry 
the Eyes of our Minds toward the 
; Unfading 
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Unfading, Ineffable I Delights of that | ; 
Inviſible, Eternal World, Y unto which oF 
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